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To all whon It mau concern:

Be it known that I, ENGELBERT B. REB-

HOLZ, & citizen of the "United States, and a
resident of Milwaukee, in the county of Mil-
waukee and State of Wisconsin, have invent-
ed certain new and useful Improvements in
Hand-Shields; and I do hereby declare that
the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
seription thereof.
My invention has for its object to prevent
injury to the hands of a person extracting a
cork or stopper from a bottle, especially the
hand employing a lifting-tool for a seal-stop-
per such as is common in connection with
bottles for beer and various other beverages,
especially such as are carbonated.

In view of the foregoing the invention con-
sists in a simple, economical, and durable
shield, such as is hereinafter more fully set
forth with reference to the accompanying
drawings and subsequently claimed, said
shield having the double function of protect-

ing the hand that steadies a bottle as well as

the hand that uses the implement for remov-
ing the cork or stopper.

In the drawings, Figure 1 represents an-

elevation of the neck portion of a bottle in
connection with a shield embodying all the
features of my invention, the shield beingin
vertical transversesection. Fig. 2 represents
a plan view of the shield inverted.

Referring by letter to the drawings, A rep-
resents the neck portion of an ordmaly glass
bottle for beer or other beverage, and B the
body portion of a shield that constitutes my
invention.

The body of the shield is a preferably ta-
pered circular shell open at both ends, and it
may be made from sheet metal or other suit-
able stiff non-contractive material.

The upper end of the shell has an inturned
horizontal annular flange 0, that in the most
primitive form of my invention will come to
rest on the mouth end of a bottle; but, as
herein shown, it is preferable to face the un-
der side of the flange with a gasket ¢, of rub-
ber, leather, or other suitable material, in or-
der not to have contact of metal with glass
in case said shield is made from sheet metal,
the latter being the preferred material for
economical reasons.

The annular flange O, gasket-lined or other-
wise, not only serves as a stop to limit de-
scent of the shield on a bottle, butit also has
the function of a rest for the implement em- 55
ployed to lift a seal-stopper from said bottle,
as well as a guard for the hand using said
implement in case the neck of said Dbottle
breaks during the operation of removing said
stopper, 1t most frequently happemnﬂ* that
this hand of a barkeeper or other person 1S
injured by coming into forcible contact with
a bottle thus br oken. It also follows that a
stopper - removing implement being ful-
crumed on the shleld- lange instead of in di-
rect -contact with the D*laJSS bottle, thereis less
liability of break&ge than is ordinarily the
case, especially when said implementis made
from metal.

The hand not employing the cork or stop-
per removing implement may grasp the shield
at rest on the pbottle-neck and be protected
from injury in case said neck is broken. '

The shield as thus far described is espe-
cially designed for use in connection with a
olass or other fragile bottle set upon a coun-
ter orothersupport during the operation of re-
moving the cork or stopper; but in order to
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| hold said shield and bottle together, so thatthe

latter may be supported entirely in the hand 8o
not occupied with the implement necessary
to the opening operation, a set-screw C may
be arranged to run in under the usually en-
larged upper portion of the bottle-neck.

The above-described device is a utensilfor
use only at such times as it may be desirable
to remove stoppers or corks from bottles, one
shield being capable of use for an indefinite
time on many bottles, it having no function
whatever as a stopnel cover, or means tor
holding a cover or stopper in’ plaee

Havmﬂ' now fully described my invention,
what I elmm as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, 1s—

1. Ahand-shield for use on bottles, the same
consisting of a shell open at both ends and
prowded with an annular inturned flange,
constituting an implement-rest and 11&]1(1-
guard, tonethel with a gasket facing the bot-
tle-opposing side of the flange. |

2. A hand-shield foruseon bottles thesame
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| consisting of a shell open at both ends but
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provided with a flange constituting an imple-
ment-rest and hand-guard, together with a set-
screw carried by the shell to berun in under
an enlargement of a bottle-neck.

3. A hand-shield for use on bottles, the same
consisting of astiff non-contractive shell open
at both ends and provided with an inwardly-
projecting annular flange for limiting descent
on a bottle, this flange also constituting an
implement - rest and hand - guard, together
with a set-serew carried by the shell in posi-
tion to he run in underthe usual enlargement
of the bottle-neck.

1. A utensil constituting a hand-shield for
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use on bottles, the same consisting of a stiff
non-contractive shell open at both ends and
having its upper end provided with an in-
turned horizontal annular flange that comes
to rest on the mouth end of a hottle to serve
as an implement-rest and hand-guard.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand, at Milwaukee, in
the connty of Milwaukee and State of Wis-
consin, in the presence of two witnesses.
ENGELBERT B. REBHOLZ.
Witnesses: | |

N. E. OLIPHANT,
B. C. RoLoFF.
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