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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, AUGUST BECKER, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing in the city,
county, and State of New York,have invented

5 certain new and useful Improvements in Pic-
ture-Exhibitors, of which the following 1s a
specification.

This invention relates to an improved pic-

ture -exhibitor for the exhibition of photo-

16 graphs and other pictures, advertising de-
vices, and the like in which the pictures or
other matters can be successively brought to
view, while they are protected against han-
dling, the exhibitor being operated either by

15 hand or by a suitable powerin case it is used
for advertising purposes.

The invention consists of a case or recep-
tacle in which two piles of picture-holders are
arranged sidewise of each other, said holders

26 being provided with slots in one end and re-
cesses in one side, the latter receiving a verti-
cal rail of a transverse partition which sepa-
rates the two piles. The slots of the picture-
holders are engaged by spring-pushers, one

25 being arranged below one pile of pictures and
one above the same and supported in a suit-
able slide, said pushers being operated by a
pivoted and spring-r etliaeted lever-arm oper-
ated by hand or a suitable motor. The for-

30 ward motion of the lever-arm moves the bot-
tom holder from one pile to the other pile,
while the return motion of the lever moves
the top holder of the latter pile back over the
first pile. A safety contrivance is arranged

35 in connection with the lever-arm, so as to pre-
vent the return of the same under influence
of the spring until the entire swinging mo-
tion is completed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is

40 a perspective view of my improved picture-
exhibitor. Fig. 2 is a vertical longitudinal
section of the same on line 2 2, Fig. 1, show-
ing the mechanism for moving the picture-
holders from one side of the apparatus to the

45 other. Tig. 3 is a vertical transverse section

of the same on line 3 3, Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a

bottom view of my picture-exhibitor, show-
ing the mechanism for shifting the pletme-
holders. Fig. 5 is a detall top view of one of
the pictur e-holders. Fig.6isa vertical trans-

verse section of the same on line 6 6, Fig. 5.

F]n'

7 1s a detall perspective view of the
grooved plate forming part of the safety ap-
phanee and IKig. 8 isan enlarged transverse
section on line 8 3, Fig. 4. 55

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

Referring to the drawings, A represents a
box or recept-acle of suitable size and mate-
rial, which is provided with a hinged lid A’, 6o -
having glass-covered openingsthrough which
thepicturescan be seen. The boxcan besup-

ported on suitable feet applied to its bottom

or one of ifs sides, according as the pictures
are to be exhibited in horizontal or vertical 65
position. The box A1is provided with a cen-
tral transverse partition «a, that extends to a
certain distance from the top and bottom of
the box, so that the picture-holders can pass
readily below the lower edge and over the up- yo
per edge of the partition a.

The pmture-holdels C are pr efelably made
of pasteboard or other suitable material and
size, so as to receive photographs of cabinet
size, but they may also be made larger or 75
smaller, according to the purpose for which
the picture-exhibitor 1s to be used. The pic-
ture-holders C are arranged in two piles, one
pile being placed in each compartment of the
box A.

Each picture-holder C has its side edges
beveled in opposite direction, and is provided
at one end with a slot C' and a recess C* in
one of its beveled sides, which recess receives
a vertical guide-rail o’ on the partition a, so 83
that the plle of picture-holders at the right-
hand side of the partition is guided as they
pass in downward direction, said rail also
preventing the wedging in of the picture-
holder next to the lowelmost one when the ogo
latter is moved forward by the shifting mech-
anism. Without the rail it might frequently
occur that by the friction between the pic-
ture-holders the one next above the lower-
most one would be carried along, so that they 95
would wedge in below the partition and dis-
turb thereby the regular working of the ap-
paratus.

To the under side of the box A is pivoted
at d a lever-arm D, which is provided with a oo
sliding extension D’ and a handle d’ at its
front end , said arm being guided in the sleeve

30
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@* of the lever-arm and acted upon by a fric-
tlon-spring d®, so as to retain it when in ex-
tended or inward position. Thelever-arm D
is under the tension of a helical spring D?,
S0 as to be quickly returned to its normal po-
sition when moved to one side against the
tension of the spring. The lever-arm is con-

nected by a pivot-link d° with a U-shaped or.
flanged slide K, which is arranged to slide in a

vertical plane parallel with one side of the
box and guided by its bottom flange in a bot-

tom slot ein the bottom of the box, said slide

carrying at its lower end a pusher-spring E’,

‘that projects. by its nose or bent-up end.into:

the oblong slot C' of the lowermost picture-
holder C. The upright part of slide E is

- guided between a side wall of the box and a

20

longitudinal partition a? parallel therewith,

as. shown clearly in Fig. 3. To the upper

flange of the slide E is attached & spring-

pusher k? which is arranged .in opposite di-.

Tection tothe other pusher E', so that the up-

per pusher E* will take into the oblong slot.

of the uppermost picture-holder. -The noses

25

outengagingthe picture-holders. The spring-

or bent-up ends of the sprin g-pushersare bev-.
eled off, so as to pass readily over the. pic-

ture-holders during their return motion with-

~actuated lever-arm D is connected by a

30
arm D, with an elongated grooved plate F'.

spring-arm F, which is pivoted to said lever-

The end of the spring-arm T is made.in the

35

shape of a.pin 79 that engages.the grooves f

J".in the grooved plate I,
During the forward motion of the lever-arm
the pin f9 of the spring-arm T moves in the
groovef, butreturnsin the other groove 7’ dur-
ing.the return motion of thelever-arm.

" The

depressions f2in the bottom of the groove fof

40
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shift the picture-holder.

[ TTTHY

below the other pile,

plate I serve, through the engagement of ‘the

pin fPtherein, to arrest.the lever-arm D , wWhen

the same should be released for some reason

.or the other during its forward motion, so as
to prevent the release of the. picture-holder,
which was in the act of being moved over, and

prevent thereby confusion and injury to the

Interior mechanism of the apparatus. The
lever-arm D is in that case moved farther for-.

ward from its point of detention, so as to fully
The grooved plate

I and the spring-arm F thus form a protect-

ing deviee for the actuating mechanism of

the picture-exhibitor, whereby the same is
prevented from getting out of order by care-

less or inexperienced.hmldling of the same.

My improved picture-exhibitor is operated
as follows: The pictures to be exhibited are

flrst inserted into the picture-holders and the

same placed in position in two piles or stacks
at both sides of the central partition t, One
abovetheother. Thelever-armisnowmoved
from one end of the box to the other and back

again. This motion produces the shifting, by

the pusher E', of the lowermost pictu re-holder
of the right-hand pile into lowermost position
and the top pusher, be-

!
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ing arranged in inverse position, passes over

and engages the uppermost picture-holder of

the left-hand pile, which is lifted sufficiently
by the additional picture-holder moved into
the bottom, so that when the lever-arm is re-
leased at the end of its forward stroke it is
quickly returned by.the tension of its spring

‘and thereby the uppermost picture-holder of

the left-hand pile moved by the top pusher E2
back over the right-hand pile. Ateveryfull
oscillating motion of the lever-arm I this
shifting operation of two picture-holders is
repeated, and in this manner all the pictures

in the two piles are successively exhibited.

It is obvious that in place of the lever-arm
and its actuating-spring a positive motion
may be imparted to the lever-arm by a spring
or other motor with which sald lever-arm is
connected by a connecting-rod . or otherwise.

In this ease there would be no uncertain re-

turn movement, but a positive return motion

under the action of the motor. ‘When the

picture-exhibitor is used for exhibiting pic-
tures in photographic or other such matter,
a motor is preferable, as thereby the atten-
tion.of the public is attracted to the movable

-pictures in the exhibitor. In this case it may
be preferable to place the box with its pic-
tures in vertical position.

Myimproved picture-exhibitor can be used

-as a photograph-album for family use or when

made on a larger scale for an advertising de-
vice for exhibiting photographs or other pic-
tures, or, 1f desired, advertising devices may
be used in connection with the pictures. The
photographs or other matter can be readily
exchanged by opening the box, removing the

picture-holders, inserting new pictures and
replacing the picture-holders in the box, and

then operating the actuating lever-arm in the
manner deseribed, whereby by the lever first
the bottom pictures are shifted, then by the

return motion of the lever the top pictures,

F

and thereby all the pictures are successively
brought to view. . |

Tam aware that picture-exhibitors in which
shiftable picture-holders are arranged and
sliding mechanism for shifting the same from
one side to the other are well known, and T
therefore do not claim the picturc-exhibitor
shown Droadly.

Ilaving thus deseribed my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. In a picture-exhibitor, the combination,
with a box or receptacle having a transverse
partition, two piles of picture - holders ar-
ranged one at each side of said partition, a
longitudinal partition parallel with one side
wall of the box, a slide arranged between the
longitudinal partition and said side of the
box, and adapted to move parallel therewith,
said slide having flanges at its upper and
lower edges projecting inwardly beyond the
edges of the longitudinal partition, pushers
arranged on the adjacent surfaces of the
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flanges and adapted to engage said picture-
holders, and means for actuating said slide,
substantially as set forth.

2. In a picture-exhibitor, the combmatlon
with a box or receptacle havi Ing a transverse
partition, recessed picture-holders arranged
in piles on opposite sides of said partition, a
vertical guide-rail on the partition engaging
in the recesses on the picture-holders, top and.
bottom pushers arranged in opposite direc-
tions and adapted to engage said picture-
holders, a slide supporting said pushers, and
& pwoted and spring-retr acted arm connected
with the bottom of the slide and adapted to
move the lowermost picture of the one pile

under the picture-holders of the second pile, |

in its forward motion, and to move the upper-
most picture-holder of the second pile over
the picture-holders of the first pile during
the return motion of the arm, substantially
as set forth.

e

3. In a picture-exhibitor, the combination
with a box or receptacle having a transverse
partition, two piles of picture - holders ar-

| ranged at opposite sides of the partition, top

and bottom pushers arranged in opposite
direction to each other, a slide to which said
pushers are applied, a pivoted and spring-
refracted lever-arm connected to said slide,
and a safety attachment connected with said
lever-arm.for arresting it during its forward
motion, but permitting its unobstructed re-
turn motion, substantially as set forth.

In testimony that I elaim the foregoing as.

my invention I have sighed myname in pres-
ence of two subscribing witnesses.

AUGUST BECKER.

Withesses:
PAUL GOEPEL,
GEO. VW. JAEKEL.
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