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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

FRANQOIS H. GENEREUX, OF SALEM, MASSACHUSETTS, ASSIGNOR OF TWO-
THIRDS TO ARMAND MIGNAULT AND LOUIS JONCAS, OF SAME PLACE.

DEVICE FOR HANGING AND ADJUSTING PICTURE-FRAMES.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 582,278, dated May 1 }, 1897.
| Application filed September 26,1896, Serial No, 807,019, (No model.)

To all whom it mau concermn:

Be it known that I, FRANCoIS H. GENE-
REUX, of Salem, in the county of Essex and
State of Massachusetts, haveinvented certain
new and useful Improvementsin Devices for
Hanging and Adjusting Picture-Frames, of
which the following, takenin connection with

theaccompanying drawings, is a specification.

My invention relates to devices for hang-
g and adjusting picture-frames; and it con-
sists in certain novel features of construec-
tion, arrangement, and combination of parts,
which will be readily understood by reference
to the description of the accompanying draw-
ings and to the claims hereto appended and

in which my invention is clearly pointed out.

Figure 1 of the drawings is a rear or back
side elevation of a portion of a picture-frame
with my invention applied thereto. Fig. 2 is

a section on line 2« on Fig. 1, drawn to an en-

larged scale; and Fig. 3 is a sectional eleva-
tion of the device attached to the left side of
the frame as viewed in Fig. 1, the cutting-
plane being on line ¥ on Fig. 2.

In the drawings, A is the picture-frame,
which may be of any size or shape.

B is a metal plate provided with a spur «,
the ear b, and a perforation to receive the

screw C, by which it is secured in a fixed po-

sition to the rear of the frame, preferably at
the left side of Fig. 1. The screw C has
formed thereon a journal-bearing, upon which
is mounted, so as to be revoluble thereon, the
drum D, the periphery of the outer flange ¢
of which is milled to serve as a means for re-
volving said drum when desired. The inner
lange d of said drum D has formed upon its
periphery a series of ratchet-teeth to form
an escapement-wheel with which the escape-
ment-lever I codperates to control the letting
oif of the cord I from the drum D when it is

~desired to lower the picture.

The lever E is provided at the outer end of
its long arm with the flat expanded portion e
to receive the thumb or fi
the same, with the pawl-like point ¢’ atitsin-

ner end and the stop-tooth e* between its

pivot-pin f, by which it is secured to the plate
B and the portion ¢, said point e’ and tooth ¢e?
being at such a distance from each other and

so arranged relative to the teeth of the es- |

nger for operating

capement-wheel d and the pivotal axis of said:
lever Ii that when one of said contact-points
1s in engagement with a tooth of the escape- -

ment-wheel ¢ the other contact-point will be
out of the path of revolution of the teeth of
the escapement-wheel, as shown in Fig. 3.
G is an arm pivoted to the ear b by a clamp-
ing-rivet so as to create sufficient friction be-

“tween sald ear and arm to hold said arm at

any desired angle to the frame to which it
may be.adjusted.

A plate B', similar to the upper portion of
the plate B, is secured to the side of the frame
A opposite to the plate B by means of a spur
(not shown) and the screw-eye ¢, said plate
being provided with the ear b’, to which is
pivotally clamped the arm (' in the same man-
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ner that the arm G is clamped to the ear b of

the plate . |

The upper or movable ends of the arms G
and G’ are each provided with a cord-guid-
ing eye, which may be of any desired con-
struction, but preferably formed by bending
the end of said arm into a spiral %, as shown.

The picture-hanging cord F is firmly knot-
ted at one end to the screw-eye ¢, is passed

‘through the eyes . at the upper ends of the

arms G’ and G, has its other end passed
through a hole in the outer flange ¢ of the
drum D, and has a knot tied in its end. The
cord I 1s then placed by its middle over the
hook attached to the picture-molding, and the
drum D is revolved in the direction indicated

by the arrow on Tfigs. 1 and 3 to wind the cord

upon the drum D until the picture is raised
to the desired height, the weight of the long
arm of the lever E causing the stop-tooth e?
to rest in contact with the periphery of the

escapement-wheel d and engage a tooth there-

of as soon as the revolution of the drum
ceases, so as to hold the picture-frame in the
position to which it is adjusted. If the pic-
ture-frame is raised too high and it is desired

to lower 1t, the portion e of the lever E is

raised to disengage the stop-tooth e? from the
tooth of the wheel d, when the inner end &’
of said lever will be correspondingly de-
pressed and thereby placed in the path of the
next approaching tooth of said wheel d.
When the tooth e® isdisengaged from contact
with the wheel d, the weight of the frame will
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- cause the drum D to be revolved in the diree-
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- luble drum mounted upon a journal set in a |
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tion opposite to that indicated by the arrows
on Figs.1land 3 until theend of thelever E en-
gages a tooth of the wheel ¢, when its motion
will be arrested. Alternatelyraising and de-
pressing the outer end of the lever H will
cause repeated intermittent movements of
said drum about its axis, to unwind the cord
therefrom until the picture is adjusted to the
desired height.

To adjust the picture to the desired incli-
nation relative to the wall upon which 1t 1s
hung, the arms G and G’ are adjusted to a
oreater or less anﬂ'le to the plane of the back
of the picture- frame in which positions they
are held by {riction.

- What I claim as new, and desue to secure

by Letters Patent of the United States, 18—

1. In combination with a picture-fmme, a
serew-eye set in the back of said frame in a
fixed position near one edge thereof; a revo-

fixed position in the back of said frame near
its opposite edge; a suspension-cordattached
at one end to said serew-eye and at 1ts other

|

screw C;

582,278

' end to said drum; means for retaining said

dram in a fixed position when properly ad-
justed; and a pair of arms pivotally attached
to the back of said frame, one at each side,
and each provided with a cord-guiding eye to
receive said suspension-cord and adapted to
be held at any desired angle to the picture-

- frame.

9. In combination with a picture-frame, the
plates B and B’ each provided with an out-
wardly-projecting ear; the screw-eye g, the
the drum D provided with the flange

¢ and the toothed flange d, the esc&pement—-
level E; the cord F; and the arms G and G’
each provided- with a cord-guiding eye at its
movable ends and pivotally clamped to the
ears on the plates B and B’ respectively.

In testimony whereof I have signed my

name to this specification, in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses, on this 25th day
of September, A. D. 1896. |
I‘RANCOIS H. GENEREUX.
Witnesses:
- N. C. LOMBARD,
GEO. L. COOK.
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