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To @____Z,Z--"z;bfwm it may concern: e
Be it known that I, ROBERT SZOZYS, a ¢iti-

- zen of the United States, residing at Minto,
In the county of Walsh and State of North |

5 Dakota, have invented a new and useful Dis-
play-Rack for Hats and other Merchandise,
of which the following is a specification.

~_ The invention relates to improvements in

- display-racks for hats and other merchandise.

10  The object of the present invention is to

improve the construction of display-racksand
to provide a simple, inexpensive, and eficient

one designed for hats and other merchandise

and capable of advantageously displaying a
15 large quantity of goods without handling the
same. | -
Another object of the invention is to en-
able a display-rack to be operated by suitable
power in order to display continuously its
20 contents and serve as an advertising Show-
~case. - - , -
A further object of the invention is to en-
able such goods to be compactly stored and
~ kept free from dust, so that they cannot be-
- 25 come shop-worn. |
o 1The invention consists in the construction
‘and novel combination and arrangement of
parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated
~1n the accompanying drawings, and pointed
30 out in the claims hereto appended.
- In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a display-rack constructed in accord-
ance with this invention, the hinged door be-
ing open. _ _
35 tlonal view taken transversely of the shelves.
IFig. 3 is a similar view taken longitudinally
of the shelves. TFig. 4 is an enlarged detail
sectional view illustrating the coustruction of
the locking device for holding the shelves
40 against movement. TFig.5isa sectional view
- Hlustrating a modification of the invention.
- Likenumerals of reference designate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures of the draw-
ings. | o
45 1 designates a rectangular case or cabinet
- constructed of any suitable material and hav-
ing the major portion of its front and back
transparent in order to afford a view of the
interior of the case or cabinet to enable its
50 contents to be readily sxamined. '

Kig. 2 is a central vertical see--

| _The sides of the case or cabinet are prefer-
13

ably provided on their outer faces with mir-
rors 3, and the front of the case or cabinet.is
provided with a door 4, hinged at its lower
edge and supported, when open, in a'horizon- cc

tal position by a slotted bar 5 to provide a
shelf.

The slotted bar 5 is pivoted at one
end to the door 4, and the slot receives a

headed stud of the case or cabinet.

~ Within the case or cabinet, at opposite 6o -
sides thereof, are arranged upper and lower
sprocket-wheels 6 and 7, receiving endless
sprocket-chains 8, and the links of the latter
are provided at intervals with laterally-dis-
posed pivots 9, from which are suspended 65
horizontal shelves 10. The upper sprocket-
wheels are preferably inounted on stub-shafts

11, and the lower sprocket-wheels are fixed

to a horizontal shaft 12, extending from one
side of the case or cabinet to the other. The 70
sprocket-chains, which may be constructed

In any suitable manner, are provided with
detachable links, and the shelves, which are
provided at their side edges with upwardly-
extending longitudinal ribs or flanges 13, are s
suspended from the pivots of the sprocket- |
chains by substantially triangular hangers 14.
The shelves are adapted for the reception of
hats or any other kind of merchandise. The

‘ribs at the side of the shelves prevent hats 35

from slipping off the shelves, and by rotating
the shaft 12 the shelves of the entire series

‘are successively brought to the front of the

case and are adapted to display their contents

‘advantageously. By thisconstructionalarge 8

amount of merchandise can be quickly dis-
played without handling the same, thereby
preventing the goods from becoming shop-
WOr. | | |

A vertical sereen 27 is arranged within the go
case or cabinet and is disposed between the
two vertical series of shelves formed by the

{ endless carrier, as clearly illustrated in Fig.

5 of the accompanyingdrawings. This screen

forms a background for the case or cabinet o

and 1t serves to prevent the contents of the
shelves from falling inward, and while it may
be constructed in anysuitable mannerit pref-
erably consists of upper and lower horizontal

| bars 28, secured at their terminals to the ends 100
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of the case or cabinet; and a continuous piece

of fabric or similar material secured to the

upper and lower horizontal bars and forming

two sides arranged at the side edges of the
5 bars adjacent to theinneredgesof the shelves
10. The vertical screen forms a wall or par-
tition which separates the two leaves of the
sprocket-chains and the series of shelves car-
ried by them, thereby serving to display the
contents of the front series of shelves more
advantageously than would be the case were
the entire contents of the case or cabinet si-
multaneously exposed to view.

The sprocket-wheels may be rotated by any
suitable operating mechanism, but the latter
preferably consists of a small sprocket-wheel
15, mounted on the shaft 12, a similar
sprocket-wheel 16,located above the sprocket-
wheel 15 and arranged on a shaft 17, and an
endless chain 18, connecting the sproclket-
wheels 15 and 16. This mechanisim may be
arranged on the interior or exterior of the
case or cabinet, but it is preferably arranged
inside of the same, as illustrated in the ac-
companying drawings, and a crank-handle 19
is mounted on the outer end of the shaft 17
and is rotated to actuate the shelving.

Instead of operating the display-rack by
hand a suitable power may be employed, and
a pulley 29 is mounted on one end of the lower
shaft 12 for this purpose. DBy continuously
operating the display-rack it will serve as an
advertising shop-case.

When the gearing is not being operated to
35 displaythemerchandise,theshelvesarelocked

against upward or downward movement by a
spring-actuated bolt 20, located at the front
of the case and extending through a slot 21
thereof. The bolt is mounted 1n a rectangu-
lar housing 22, which is located adjacent to
one of the sprocket-chains and which 18 pro-
vided with upwardly and downwardly extend-
ing arms 23. The bolt is adapted to project
beyond the case and pass through one of the
links of the sprocket-chains and engage an
opening 24 of a plate 25, located inside of the
sprocket-chain and having its opening dis-
posed opposite the housing.

The terminals of the plate 25 and the arms
23 diverge, as shown, to prevent the links of
the sprocket-chain from catching on them.
The bolt is held out of engagement with the
sprocket-chain,while the gearing is being op-
erated, by a lug 26, located at the outer end
of the bolt adjacent to the handle thereol and
adapted to be turned transversely of the slot
21, whereby the bolt is held against inward
movement. When the bolt is turned longi-
tudinally of the slot, the spring which actu-
ates the bolt forces the latter inward 1nto en-
gagement with the sprocket-chain.

in Fig. 5 of the drawings is illustrated a
modification of the invention, and a pair of
small wheels 27* are arranged at the top of
each side of the case or cabinet instead of a
single large sprocket-wheel, as illustrated in
Ifigs. 1 to 3, inclusive.
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It will be seen that the display-rack 1s ex-
ceedingly simple and inexpensive in construc-
tion, that it will enable a large quantity ot
merchandise to be stored and advantageously
displayed without handling the same, and
thatthe goods are prevented from being shop-
worn. It will also be seen that simple and
effective means are provided for loeking the
shelves against upward and downward move-
ment, so that the shelves may be retained at
any desired adjustment, even although they
should be unequally balanced.

The apparatus may be constructed with or
without the sereen 27, as preferred.

Changes in the form, proportion, and the
minor details of eonstruction may be resorted
to without departing from the prineciple or
sacrificing any of the advantages of this in-
vention.

What I claim 18—

1. In a display-rack, the combination of a
case or cabinet, upper and lower sprocket-
wheels arranged therein and disposed at op-
posite sides thereof, endless sprocket-chains
to perinit the shelvesto move freely arranged
on the sprocket-wheels, a series of shelves
pivotally connected with and ecarried by the
endless chains, and a spring-actuated bolt
arranged to engage the links of one of the
sprocket-chains, extending through a slot of
the case and provided at its outer end with &
luag, adapted, when the bolt 1s withdrawn, 1o
be turned transversely of the slot, whereby
the bolt is held out of engagement with the
sprocket-chain, substantially as deseribed.

2. In a display-rack, the combination of a
case or cabinet, upper and lower sprocket-
wheels, sprocket-chaing arranged thereon, a
series of shelves pivotally connected to and
carried by the endless chains, a housing lo-
cated opposite one of the sprocket-chains and
provided, at its inner end, with upwardly and
downwardly extending arms, a plate arranged
adjacent to the housing, disposed at the op-
posite side of the adjacent portion of the
sprocket-chains and provided with an open-
ing, the terminals of theé plate and arms be-
ing diverged, and a spring-actuated bolt
mounted in the housing and adapted to ex-
tend through a link of the sprocket-chains
and the opening of the plate, said bolt being
arranged in the slot of the case and provided
with a lug adapted, when the bolt is with-
drawn, to be disposed transversely of the
slot, whereby the bolt is held out of engage-
menb with the sprocket-chain, substantially
as described.,

3. In a display-rack, the combination of a
case or cabinet, upper and lower sprocket-
wheels, sprocket -chains arranged on the
wheels, a series of shelves pivotally connected
to and carried by the endless chains, a hous-
ing located opposite one of the sprocket-
chains and provided at its inner end with up-
wardly and downwardly extending arms and
located at the outer side of the adjacent

| sprocket-chain, a plate located at the inner
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side of thelatter, located adjacent to the hous- | my own I have hereto affixed my signature in

Ing and provided with an opening, and a bolt the presence of two witnesses,
mounted in the housing and adapted to ex- '

tend through a link of the adjacent sprocket- | |

5 chain and through the opening of said plate, | Witnesses: |
substantially as deseribed. JESSE D. PHELPS,

In testimony that I claim the foregoin g as -~ ADAM SPRAFKA.

ROBERT SZCZYS.
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