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stem A.
forming a loop B of a length suitable to set
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To all whom it may concern-

Be it known that I, Jounx B. CLAUSER; of
New Haven, in the county of New Haven and
State of Connecticut, have invented a new

Improvement in Devices for Holding Lob-

sters’ Claws; and I do hereby declare the fol-
lowing, when taken in connection with the ae-
companying drawings and the letters of ref-
erence marked thereon, to be a full, clear, and
éxact deseription of the same, and which said
drawings constitute part of this specification,
and represent, in— | |

- TFigure 1, a plan view of a wire bent in ac-

cordance with my invention: Fig. 2, a side
view of a lobster’s claw with my device ap-
plied thereto. S o

1his invention relates to an improvement
in a device for holding lobsters’ claws, the ob-
ject being to avoid the use of the wooden plug
which is commonly inserted at the inner end
of the smaller jaw, the insertion of which is
not only an act of cruelty, but its withdrawal
1s attended with considerable difficulty when
the lobsters are served; and the invention

consists in a wire formed with a loop to inclose

the jaws, the ends of the wire extendin g rear-

ward and entwined around the rear portion
ofthe jaw,as more fully hereinafter described,

and particularly recited in the claims. |
A wire of suitable length is bent at about

midway of its length and twisted to form a

The strands are then separated,

over thetwo jawsof a large size lobster’s claw.
T'he ends of the wire beyond the loop are then

twisted together for a portion of theirlength,

as at C.

The device is applied as follows: The jaws
of the lobster are held in the closed position

and the loop B placed over them, and prefer-
ably with the stem A above the larger jaw.

The twisted portion extends rearward, and

the ends of the wire are passed on opposite
portion of the claw and

sides of the rear
twisted together, as at D, forming a second
loop. One or both ends of the wire are then

~ carried forward and twisted about the stem A,
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all as shown in Fig. 2, which securely holds _

the claws in position and prevents the POSSi-
ble displacement of the wire. o

.

| sisting of a wire bent substantially midway of.

Should the loop B be too large, asin the case
of a small lobster, it is readily made smaller
by further twisting the wires together, thereby

increasing the length of the portion C, and
should the twisted portion C be too longitis

readily untwisted to make the device of suit-
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able length for the varying sizes of lobsters,

although in ordinary practice they will be
made up in various sizes, so that additional

twisting or untwisting at the time of applying

the device will not be necessary.
By a device of this character it will readily
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be seen that the jaws are securely held and

the use of a plug to hold the smaller jaw
agalnst the larger one is dispensed with.

1t is apparent without further description

or modification that slight changes may be
made in the bending of the wire, and I there-

fore do not wish to be understood as limiting

my Invention to the exact bends shown and
described. o |

I am aware, however, that the shells of oys-
ters and other mollusks have been held to-

gether by means of a binding-wire, and there-

fore do not wish to be understood as claiming,
broadly, such as my invention: but,
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Having fully described my invention, what

=

I claim ig—

sisting of a wire bent substantially midway of
its length, and partially twisted to form a loop

| for surrounding the outer end of a claw, and

ends of suitable length to extend to and sur-

round the inner end of the claw, substan-

tially as described. - S
2. A device for holding lobsters’ claws, con-

its length, and partially twisted toform a, loop
and a stem at the outer end thereof, the ends

of the wires at the inner end of the loop being
of suitable length to extend around a claw

and be engaged with said stem, substantially
as described. | |

In testimony whereof I have signed this

specification in the presence of two subscrib-

Ing witnesses., | o
| J QHN B. CLAUSER.

Witnesses: | |
GEORGE A. DREXEL,
A, MULLER. -

L. Adeviee for holdinglobsters’ claws, con- -
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