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To all whom tt may concermn:

- Be it known that I, FRANK A. SCHIMPF, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Phila-
delphia, in the county of Philadelphia and

State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new

and useful Improvement in Stone-Wetting
Devices for Lithographic Power Printing-
Presses, of which the following is a specifi-
cation. | |
My invention relates to an automatic de-
vice for wetting the side edges of a litho-

graphic stone used on power printing-presses..

The object of my invention is to properly
wet the side edges of the stone, thereby pre-
venting the stone from taking ink on the side
edges. When the stone is wet by rollers, as
at present, the rollers do not put sufficient
water on the side edges of the stone. The
edges, if not wet, will take ink, and if a sheet
of paper larger than the stone be used (as is
often the case) the edges of the paper will be
blurred and marked by the ink. If wide pa-
per is not used, the acecumulated ink is car-
ried to the blanket on the cylinder and to the
ends of the damper-rollers, requiring them to
be often cleaned by an ink-solvent, which in a.
short time will make them soft, spongy, and
destroy their effective working,

Previous to my invention small help has
been employed, one on each side of the press,
and they by hand hold a wet sponge to the
side edges of the stone and wet it as it passes
on the traveling bed to the ink-rollers.

My improvement consists in the combina-

tion of a regulated feed-drop water-cup hav-

ing a piece of sponge below the water-drop.
Sald sponge is held over the side edges of the
traveling stone by a pivoted arm, and to which

arm 18 80 connected a loose-running wheel as

will raise the cup and the wet sponge as the
cup and wet sponge are passing over the trav-
eling ink-slab, as illustrated in the accompa-
nying drawings, in which— |

Ifigure 1 is so much of a side of a litho-
graphic power-press as is required to show my
improvement attached thereto. Fig.2isa top
view of Fig. 1, inking-rollers not shown. Fig.
3 18 a top view of my improvement detached
from the press. Iig. 4isa side view of Fig. 3.

Similar numerals of reference refer to like
parts in all figures.

1 represents the frame of anordinary litho-

- graphicpower printing-press; 2, the distribut-

ingink-rollers; 3, the traveling ink-slab; 4, the

4

| inking-rollers,and 5 the travelinglithographic

stone. These parts are constructed and op-
erated as usual in lithographic power print-
1ng-presses. * -

6.18 & water-cup having an adjustable feed-
drop. DBelow the sight and drop 15 is a piece
of sponge 14. Thiscup 6and adjustablesight-
feed drop are fully described in Patent No.
314,695, of March 31, 1385.

The cup 6 is fixed in a socket at the end of
arin 7 and held by a clip 17. The arm 7 is
by two wing-bolts 16 fixed to the right-angle
arm &. This arm is pivoted in a stand 10,
which stand is fastened to a part of the press-
frame 10. (See Figs. 1 and 4.) The right-
angle arm 8 has a lug 11, Fig. 4. Into this
lug 11 is screwed a regulating-screw 12.
the arm 8, mounted loose on a stud, is a wheel

9. This wheel should be of metal, by prefer-

ence brass. - |

The operation of my invention is as follows:
By means of the clip 17, wing-bolts 16, and
set-screw 12 the sponge 1418 set so that it will
rub on the side edge of stone 5 as it passes
under the sponge 14. The regulating-screw
18 inthe cup may be set so that it will give one
drop a second or one drop in three seconds.
It can be so adjusted that the sponge will be
kept wet and wet the edge of the stone as it
passes under the sponge, thereby preventing
the edges of the stone from taking ink. As
the ink-slab runs under the wheel 9 the wheel
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and arm will raise the cup 6 and sponge 14, -

so that the sponge will not touch the ink on
the slab 3 as it travels under the sponge.

Having fully deseribed my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s—

In lithographic power printing-presses, an
automatic edge-wetting device for litho-
graphic stones, consisting of the combination
of a water-cup having an adjustable water-
drop and a moistening device which comes in
contact with the edges of the stone, a pivoted
arm for suspending said water-cup, a loose-
running wheel and suitable connections
whereby the cup will be raised while passing
over theink-slab thereby preventing the mois-
tening-surface from coming in contact with
the ink on said slab. ~

FRANK A. SCHIMPFE.

Witnesses: |

JOHN SHINN,
JAMES E. GORMAN.
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