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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, WILLIAM HENRY

BACKTUS, a citizen of the United States, and-

a resident of Danielson, in the county of
Windham and State of Connecticut, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Puzzles, of which the following is a speci-
fication, reference being had to the accompa-
nying drawings, forming a part thereof, in
whichsimilarletters of r eference indicate cor-
1eSp0ndmw parts..

This invention relates to puzzles and game
devices; and the object thereof is to provide
an 1mploved device of this class, which is
simple in construction, but the solution of

which is difficult, but may be accomplished

by the exercise of care, skill, and judgment

in the manipulation thereof.

The invention is fully disclosed in the fol-
lowing specification, of which the accompa-
nying dmwmws form a part, in which—

Figurel is a side view of my improved DUzZ-
zle orgame device; Kig.2,aplan view thereof,
and Flfr 3 a tlansv’erse section.

In the practice of my invention I provide
a platform A, which is pivotally supported at
each end by standards B, which are connected

 near the bottom by a cross bar or rod b, and
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in practice the platform A is so adjusted as

to be exactly balanced on its pivotal end con-
nections. I also provide a lock consisting of
a bolt C, which passes through a keepel D,
secured to the bottom of- the table and is
adapted to be inserted into the adjacent

standard B, as shown at K, the object of this

device being to lock the platform in position
and pr event the movement thereof on 1ts piv-
ots when desired.

In connection with the platform A Iem nloy'
‘a plurality of small disks I, Whlch are ex-
actly alike in form, but which are composed

of different materials and are of different

‘weights, and the solution of the puzzle con-

sists in arranging these disks on the platform

so that when the bolt C is withdrawn from
connection with the end standard I the plat-
form will remain exactly balanced on its piv-
otal support. This solution is exceedingly

difficult, because of the fact that the disks ¥
are all of different weights, and if the device
1s employed as a puzzle simply the solution. |

| will be as above stated, but if it is employed

as a game device then two or more parties
will participate in the game, and the party or
parties toward whom the platform tilts will
be regarded as winning the game. It will be
understood, of course, that any desired num-
ber of these disks may be employed, and that

. each side of the platform is to have an equal

number placed thereon, and it is evident that
changes in the construction herein described
may be made without departing from the
spirit of my invention or sacrificing its ad-
vantages. I also contemplate employing a
ball or other body G, which is suspended from
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the center of the platform by a rod or rigid de-

vice and which isintended to assist in holding
the platform in a perfectly level position on 1ts
pivotalsupports before the disks F are placed

| thereon, but this device is not essential and

may be omitted, if desired.
Having fully described my invention, 1

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters

Patent—
- 1. In a puzzle or game device the combina-

‘tion with a frame having a platform pivotally
supported therein, of a counterbalance adapt-

ed to limit the free oscillation of said platform

and a plurality of bodies identical in form

and differing in weight adapted to be moved
over the surface of said platfmm substan-
tially as described.

2. In a puzzle or game device the combina-
tion with a frame havlnﬂ' a platform pivotally
supported therein, of a depending welght rig-
idly connected with the platform between its

‘points of support and adapted to prevent ex-

75

30

S5

cessive oscillation of the platform, a plur ality

of bodies identical in form and dlﬁ'elmn‘ in
welght adapted to be moved over the surface
of the platform to shift the center of gravity
of the latter and a lock adapted to hold the
platform rigid during the mampulatmn of the
bodies.

In testimony that I claim the fowﬂ*omg as
my invention I have signed my name, in pres-
ence of the subscubinfr witnesses, this 22d
day of January, 1896.

. - WM. HENRY BACKUS

Witnesses:

CHAS. P. BACKUS,
LLoUuls G. MASSICOTTE.
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