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(No model)

To all u,?wm, LG MMatl Coneer n- |
- Beitknown that I, HENRY RINGNESS, a citi-
zen of the United Sta,tes residing at Peoria,

-in the county of Peoria and btate of Ilhnms

have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Meter-Seals; and I do her eby

declare that the following is a full, elear, and

exact description of the 1nvent1011 which will
enable others skilled in the art to which 1t
appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to cerftain new and

usetulimprovements in meter-seals, by means

of which a simple, cheap, and efficient seal

1s provided well adapted for the purpose de-

signed.

The object of my invention is to provide a

seal that may be adapted for the purpose in
connection with any of the various kinds of
meters used for water, gas, &e., that.- will sim-
plify the methods heretofore adopted for the
purpose and do away with the necessny of
applying a number of seals to the various

separable parts of a meter, and to substitute
‘& single seal that will effectually protect the

metel from attempts to interfere with its le-
gitimate and proper registration.

My invention consists, essentially, of an

inclosing case for metels consisting of sec-
tions prowded with suitable openings therein
to adapt it Lo the particular kind of meter in
which 1t may be used, that is, I provide in
connection with the case the necessary open-
ings for the admission of pipes leading to and

| flOHl the meter and also for a swht—openmm
over the registering-dial, each section pro--

vided with an outwmdlv-beaunﬂ* flange hav-

ing a series of perforations and a tle laced

throua’h the perforations to hold the sections

| together

That my invention may be more fully un-
derstood, reference is had to the accompany-
ing drawings, in ‘which—

Flﬂ‘llle 1 is a plan view of my device which
I use for sealing meters. Fig. 2 is an eleva-
tion of the same, and Fig. 31is a section of the
same through the line y y of Fig. 1.

In the ﬁcrures A is a top section of my in-
closing case, the same being provided with a

' sight-opening B at the top portion thereof,

‘the same being provided with the plOJeCtII]ﬂ‘

rim o at the bottom portion thereof, the same | ma_l funections of the meter circumvented

kind or character of meter,

bein g perforated at intervals throughout its
circumferential bearing with relation to said

section A, and b is a dependmn lip slightly
deflected Inw 3,1(]15? from the body of the sec-
tion A.

C is a lower section of the Smd case, the
same being made in form to 00119%[)011(1 Cir-
cumferentially with the upper section and to
mateh therewith in snch a manner that the
upper edge thereof will engage the 11ps b of

section A as shown in Fig. .3.

¢ 18 a ﬂanﬂ'e extending outwaldly from the
upperedge of the said Sectmn matching with
the ﬂanfre a above, and deswned for a beaunn'
1elat1on in connection the1 ewith, the said
flange being provided with pelfmatwns to

atch the perforations in flange a above.

d is a wire designed to be passed through
the several matehum, perforations and to be
carried altemately over and under the com-

ed t0ﬂ6t1161 as at e, the manner of the carry-
ing of the said wire and of sealing the ends
of the same being best shown in Fiox 2 of the
drawings. |

fisan openmﬂ' in the side of the case, there
beinga corresponding opening.at another por-

tion of the said case or as many openings

as may be desired, according to the appllea-
tion of the device, for the admwsmn of pipes

to and from the melosed meter in substan-

tially the manner shown in the drawings.

h is an opening in the bottom of the case,
which is pr ovided for the escape of water that
might be present within the case, occasioned

by lea,kafre from the water-meter in connec-

tion with which it might be used or from the
joints therein.

I do not seek to claim in this dewee 1ts ap-
plication in connection with any particular
but state that it
may be applied to any of the various kinds
in use, whether for water, gas, or other sub-
stances; but I do wish to claim, broadly, the
use of an exterior housingor case as applied
to a meter in such a way as to cover all the
joints thereof and therewith, substantially as
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-bmed flanges and the ends thereof to be twist-
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shown in the drawings, so that none of the

parts of the meter proper nor the pipes lead-
ing thereto may be disconnected and the nat-
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without discovery of such tampering there-
with, thus providing a perfect, simple, and

effective seal.

I do not desire to limit myself in this ap-
plication to the exact construction and form
of case herein shown and described, but de-

sire to cover, broadly, an exterior housing or

case for meters that may be constructed in
such a manner as to be easily and simply
sealed at a single point, nor do I wish to con-
fine myself to the use of any particular kind
of material, as any suitable material for the

purpose may be used.

Having thus fully desceribed my invention,
what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, iS‘f— . |

1. In a meter-seal, the combination of sec-

tions A and C, each provided with an out- i

wardly-bearing flange having a series of per-

forations and the tie d, laced through the

perforations to hold the sections together and
a seal for securing the ends of the lace to-
gether, all substantially as described and
shown. | - |

-2, In a meter-seal consisting of the casing
composed of sections A and C, section A pro-
vided with a sight-opening B, section C hav-
ing the small outlet-opening 7, and openings
as f, for the admission of pipesleading to and
from the meter, section A having the depend-
ing flange b, for fitting in the top of section
C, and the outwardly-bearing flange a, pro-
vided with a series of perforations, and sec-
tion C also provided with the outwardly-bear-
ing flange ¢, provided with a serles of perfo-
rations matching the perforations in flange «,

of the section A and the tie d, laced through
the perforations in the flanges and the ends

thereof secured together as at ¢, and properly
sealed, all substantially as described and
shown. | |

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses. |

HENRY RINGNESS.
Witnesses:

CHAS. W, ILA. PORTE,
N. A. WOODSON.
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