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do all whom ©t Q1 CONCErTL:

Be 1t known that we, MERTON L. RICE and
JOHN D. RICE, eltlzens of the United States,
residing at Utlea in the eounty of Macomb
and Sta,te of Mlchwan have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Thill-Sup-

lowing to be a full clear, and exact deserip-

 tion of the mventlon such as will' enable

' ~inafter more fully described, and parti@ulmly -
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others skilled in the art to which it appertams_
“to make and use the same.. |

Our invention has relation to ad Justable
thill-supports for Vehicles, and the object is
- to provide a device for suppm ting the thills
of vehicles in an elevated pomtwn while the

vehicle is not in use; and to this end the nov-
elty consistsin the construction, combination,
and arrangement of the parts, as will be here-

pointed out in the claims.
~ Inthe acecompanying dmwmws the same let-
ters of reference indicate the same par ts of

‘the invention.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the flOI]t
portion of a buggy withits shafts or thills sup-

ported in an elevated pomtmn by our im-

proved thill-supports, and Fig. 2 is a similar

- viewof ourimproved thill- “Supporter detached
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from the vehicle.

A is a flexible leather stmp, one end of'
which is turned back upon itself and adjust-

ably secured to a buckle B, so as fo form a
loop C, in the bight of which 1 Is a spring-wire
double hook D, removably secured in place
by a slide E on the loop C. The opposite end

- of the strap A is provided with a ring I, and
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on the strap between the loop C and tht., ring

F is adjustably secured a V-shaped shoe G‘r -

its angular sides being formed with slotted
ears g ¢, through which the strap passes.

The inner face of thisshoe G isprovided with

a piece of felt II or similar non-abrasive ma-
terial properly and pelmallently secured

thereto.

~ As will be seen by reference to Flﬂ‘ 1, the

spring-hook D is attached to the foot—mﬂ of | '

~ the buggy, the shoe resting on the dashboard
~ and the ring F hooked over a button X, per-

manently seeured to the under side of the
cross-bar, and when so adjusted the thills

may be supported when the vehicle is in the

barn or stable, or when hitching up avoiding |

| all danger of the ammal stepping on the thills
~and damaﬂ‘mn them. -
By 1emﬂatm0 the length of the strap or the

dlstalzwe between the hook D and the ring ¥

by means of the buckle B the thills can “be

elevated as desired, and the felt lining to the
angular shoe G prevents any injury to the

paint or varnish on the dashboard. |
‘Although we havespecifically described the

constr uctlon and relative arrangement of the
several elements of our mventlon we do not
desire to be confined to the same as such

changes or modifications may Dbe ‘made as
clearly fall within the scope of ourinvention

without departing from the spirit thereof.

Having thus fully described ourinvention,
what we claim as new and useful, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent of the United
States, 18—
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1. As a newar t1cle of manuf&ctul e, an ad-

justable strap, provided at one end w ith a

spring-hook and at the other with a ring, and
havmﬂ‘ its body portion between said hook

“and ring provided with an angular shoe lined

with felt or other material and having slotted
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ears through which said strap passes, sub-

stantially as and for the purpose set forth.
2. As anew article of manufacture, a thill-
support for vehicles, comprising an angular

slotted shoe lined with felt or other mate-
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rial andin whichisadjustablysecured a flexi-

ble strap, one of the ends of whichis provided

with a spring-hook and the other with a per-
manent ring, “substantiall y as and for the pm-
pose set forth.

3. As a newarticle of manufacture, a thill-
support for vehicles, comprising an a,nfrul.:u
slotted shoe lined Wlth felt or other m&te-
rialand in which is adjustably secured a flexi-
ble strap, one of the ends of which is provided

‘with a permanent ring, and the other termi-

nating in an adjustable loop in which is se-
cured a spring-hook, subﬁ;tantlfﬂly as and for
the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof we hereunto affix our
signatures in presence of two witnesses.

MERTON L. RICE.
JOHN D. RICE.

Wltnesses
HENRY J. SWITZER
~ ROBERT THO"\IPSON
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