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To all whom it may corcermn:

Beitknown that I, EMANUEL MARKS, a c¢iti-
zen of the United States, residing at Chicago,
in the county of Cook and State of [llinois,
have invented a certain new and useful Im-
provement in Portable Folding Racks, (Case
No. 1,) of which the following is a full, clear,
concise, and exact deseription, reference be-
ing had to the accompanying drawings, form-
ing a part of this specification.

My invention relates to a portable f01dm0
rack especially adapted for the purpose of
displaying goods, the object thereof being to
provide a rack wherein the qualities of sufhi-
clent strength and rigidity are combined with
the minimum of weight and space which the
device will occupy when folded.

The device of the present application will
be found particularly useful and convenient
by traveling salesmen and merchants requir-
ing racks which must frequently be moved for
showing such articles asclothing, cloalks, and
dry goods, and hotels having a commercial
patronage will find said device equally use-
ful in the rooms where their patrons d1spla,y

samples.

By employing my devicein a hotel any room
may bereadily converted into a sample-room,
and when not thus needed the room may be
used for other purposes, the display-racks
being folded into small compass and placed
where most convenient. If desirable,a trav-
eling salesman could carry his display-racks
with him, which occupy only a small space in

35 his trunks, and he would thus be enabled to
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show his goods wherever desired.

My device consists of a rack or stand, pref-
erably constructed of steel, the top and sup-
ports being separable and both constructed
so that they will fold into small compass.

1 will describe my invention more particu-
larly by reference to the accompanying draw-
ings, in which—

Figurelisa view of my device in elevation
provided with a canvas cover and showing the
display-top tilted at an angle. Fig. 21s a top

view of my device with the said cover re-
moved. Fig.3isan end viewshowing the ad-
justmentof the display-top. Xig. 4 1is a view
showing the display -top partially folded.
Fig. 5 18 a detail view in section, showing the
clamp for securing the display-top in its ad-

| justed positions.

ig. 6isa detall view show-
ing the supporting-arm and bracket. Figs.
7 and 8 respectively 1llustrate the display-
top and one of the 5tandmdsfolded ready for
packing.

The same reference-letters deswnate like
parts throughout the several figures.

The standm ds a a, formed of iron or steel
tubing o', carry at their lower ends collars
b b, in which are pivotally mounted the legs
¢ ¢, &ce., forming a tripod support tllelefm
Loosely-ﬁtting- collars  d are provided upon
thestandards,which are adapted to besecured

at any height upon said standards by the

thumb-scerews d’'d’. Toeachlegof the tripod
is pivoted a braceor arm ¢’ ¢’, &c., the upper
ends of said braces being pivotally mounted
in the collars d d.

Secured to the upper ends of the standards
a a are the grooved heads e e, which may be
rotated thereon in a vertical plane, and are
adapted to be secured at an angle therewith

by the clamps f f and thumb-screws ' f'.

L'he heads ¢ e are adapted to hold the dlsplay-
top g, which is formed in three sections ¢’ ¢7
g°, which fold together, asillustrated in Fig. 4.
The said sections are preferably constructed
of strips of sheet-steel of sufficient thickness
to withstand the weight the rack is designed
to support, the strips being pivotally secured

together at theirends to form the display-top.

The outer longitudinal strips /2 of the said sec-

tions are provided with hinged ends 2',formed.

integrally therewith, by means of which the
display-top may be folded to one-third its
length.,

It will be observed that the lateral strips 27
are but half the width of the display-top and
are pivotally secured to the central strips 7°.
When the display-top 1s folded flat, the sec-
tions may be again folded or collapsed, so that
the top occupies but a few inches in width, as
shown in Fig. 7, the strips /*° being rotated
approximately through a quarter-circle and
strips A being blouc-ht against the centl al
strips 7%

When the display-top is completely ex-
tended, the interior strips /° are inserted in
the heads e ¢, as shown in Fig. 2, the said
strips preferably tapering slightly, with their
wider ends secured to the strips /° that the
display-top may be more readily and securely

55

00

70

75

30

Ggo

95

100



10O

20

30

35

40

45

50

55

2

ingerted in the supporting-heads and thus
held in position upon the standards.

Brackets & & are secured to the strips 7%,
(see I'ig. 6,) with which shoulders upon the
ends of the supporting-arms { / are adapted
to engage and sustain the outer ends of the
display -top. The arms [ [ are pivotally
mounted in the loose collars ' ', sliding upon
the standards a a, the said collars being pro-
vided with thumb-serews * 2, by which the
same may be secured in position at any de-
sired height upon the said standards.

1The display-top, as shown in Fig. 2, would
not be adapted forsome purposes, and I there-
fore provide a cover of canvas m, which is
adapted to be secured thereon by means of
the leather corner-pockets m' and the hooks
m*, which engage the corners, ends, and sides
of the said top and secure the cover thereon,
thus permitting the display of small articles
upon my rack.

When it is desired to pack the above device
in small compass, the display-top is removed
from the standards and folded together, as
above described, the thumb-serews [* and 9,
provided in the collars upon the standards,
are loosened, and the said collars are pushed
upward upon the said standards, thus folding
the legs ¢ of the tripod and supporting-arm /
against the tubular portion a', as shown in
Fig. 8. When thus folded, a rack provided
with a display-top six feet in length may be
packedin aspace measuring thirty-one inches
in length by three inches in width and depth.
The said rack weighs but eight pounds and
18 capable of sustaining a weight of over onc
hundred and fifty pounds.

It 18 apparent that such a rack may be
readily carried in a trunk of moderate size or
stored 1n a drawer or other receptacle most
convenient in a hotel sample-room. Fur-
thermore, but a few moments are required
either to set up or pack my improved rack,
as 1t 18 separable into but three parts, which
accurately fit together.

Some classes of goods, such as clothing, are
more advantageously displayed upon an in-
clined rack or table, and accordingly my im-
proved rack is provided with means for in-
clining and securing the top at any desired
angle, as well as for holding the same in a
horizontal position.

IHaving thus deseribed my invention, what
Iclaim asnew, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. In a display-rack, the combination with
folding supports or standards, of a display-
top constructed in sections adapted to be
folded uwpon one another, and then collapsed
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or again folded substantially in parallel

planes, and means for securing the display-
top upon the standards, substantially as de-
scribed.

2. In a display-rack, the combinatlion with

the folding supports or standards a, of the

display-top ¢ formed in sections adapted to
be folded upon one another, the said sections
being constructed of strips pivotally secured
together, whereby the top is adapted to be
again folded or collapsed, and means for re-
movably securing the display-top upon the
standards, substantially as described.

3. In a display-rack, the combination with
folding supports or standards a, of the fold-
ing and collapsible display-top ¢ sectionally
constructed and adapted to be secured there-
to, arms [ adapted to support the outer see-
tions of the display-top, and means for later-
ally inelining and securing the said top in
position, substantially as described.

4. In a display-rack, the combination with
folding supports or standards «, of the col-
lapsible display-top g constructed in sections
7', g*, ¢° which are hinged and adapted to be
folded upon cne another, supporting-arms /
adapted to sustain the sections ¢’ ¢* and ro-
tatable clamps f whereby the said top may be
inclined and secured at the angle desired, sub-
stantially as deseribed.

5. In a display-rack, the combination with
the folding supportsor standards a, of the col-
lapsible display-top g sectionally constructed
and adapted to be mounted upon said stand-
ards, supporting-arms / secured to the stand-
ards a and adapted to sustain the outer sec-
tions of the display-top, clamps f whereby
the said top is adapted to be inclined and se-
cured in the position desired, and a flexible
cover m adapted to be fastened upon the said
digplay-top, substantially as and for the pur-
pose specified.

6. Ina display-rack, the combination with
the folding supports orstandards a, of the col-
lapsible display-top ¢ adapted to be secured
thereto, the said top being constructed in
hinged sections ¢', g% ¢°, of metallic strips
pivotally secured together, clamps f adapted
to secure the said display-top upon the stand-
ards at the desired angle therewith, and sup-
porting-arms {, and brackets & adapted to sus-
tain the outer ends of sections ¢' ¢° substan-
tially as described.

In witness whereof I hereunto subscribe my
name this 8d day of July, A. D. 1890.

EMANUEL MARKS.

Witnesses:
GEORGE L. CRAGG,
A. L. LAWRENCE.
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