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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown thatI, WirLiam CECIL BOWER,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Bir-
mingham, in the county of Jefferson and State
of Alabama, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Match-Receptacles:
and 1 do declare the following to be a full,

clear, and exact description of the invention,

such as will enable others skilled in the art
to which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, and to the letters of reference
marked thereon, which form a part of this
specification. |

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in mateh receptacles
and lighters, and especially to an article of
this characterin which the matchesare adapt-
ed to be held in separate perforations in the
top plate of the holder and the head of the
match to be pressed against a rasping-surface
about the wall of the perforation in which
the mateh is held, so that when the latter is

withdrawn the head thereof is caused to be

1gnited. |

- A further purpose of my invention is to im-
prove upon the construction of match-recep-
tacle and automaticlighter upon which I have
been allowed a patent, Serial No. 565,379, in
which allowed patent I provide a means for
holding the matches in a holder, and so ar-
ranged that the head of the match will be ig-
nited as it is withdrawn from the receptacle

and between a rasping-strip held across the

top thereof.

A further part of my invention resides in
the provision of a series of spring-plates,
there being provided as many as there are
rows ot perforationsin the top of the recepta-
cle, and a spring-arm from each of said plates
designed to rest in one of the perforations
and to hold the match snugly against the wall
of the perforation, for the purpose which will
hereinafter appear.

To these ends and to such others as the in-
vention may pertain the same consists, fur-
ther, in the novel construction, combination,

and adaptation of the parts, as will herein-

-atter be described, and then specifically de-

fined in the appended claim. |

I clearly illustrate my invention in the ac-
companying drawings, which, with the letters
of reference marked thereon, form a part of
this specification, and in which drawings simi-
lar letters of reference indicate like parts
throughout the several views, in which—

I'igure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved match-receptacle. Fig. 21is a vertical
section through the receptacle. Fig. 3 is a
detail in perspective of one of the spring-
plates adapted to hold the matches in place.

Reference now being had to the details of
the drawings by letter, A designates the re-
ceptacle, which 1s made, preferably, of metal,
and 13 provided with a series of elongated
perforations B, extending through the up-
right solid portion of the receptacle. The
walls of these perforations are corrugated, as
seen at B’, so as to form a rasping-surface
against which the match held in the perfora-
tion is forced to ignite the same. Secured
near the bottoms of each row of said perfora-
tions 1s a plate C, having spring-arms C’, one
of the said arms being held in each perfora-
tion, with its free end bearing against the side
wall of the perforation, as seen in the sec-
tional viewin thedrawings. The said spring-
plate arms beingsecured in place, the matches
are 1nserted in the perforations from the un-
der side of the receptacle, with their heads
down and their other ends extending up
through the upper ends of the perforations
a sufficient distance, so that a person can se-
cure a hold of the match. The spring-arms
hold the matches securely against the side
walls of the perforations, and when a match
18 withdrawn the head thereof is ignited as it
passes by the rasping-surface, as it will be
observed that the end of each spring-arm C’
extends the entire length of the perforation.

Having thus described my invention, what

I claim to be new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—
A match holder and igniter, comprising a
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. golid metallic block having a series of verti-
- cal elongated perforations therem the walls
- ofeachperforationroughened, combined with |
~theplates C,having a seriesof 111te eral spring-
£ arms C', one of each being deswned to rest |
- in each perforation, with ts upper portion
- resting against the said roughened surface, |
o :between which and the spring: the mateh is |

577,350

designed to be held, substautlally as shown
| | 10

and ‘described.. |
In testimony Whel eof I affix my &lﬂ*natme
in presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM (JECIL LOWER

WltnéSSes -
JPLAUTZWLS‘TER
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