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To all whom it may concerr:

Be 1t known that I, JAMES COOK WARD, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
Little Rock,in the county of Pulaskiand State
of Arkansas, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Means for Facilitat-
ing the Interchange and Adjustment of Type
in Hand-Stamps; and I do declare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description
of the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to

to the accompanying drawings, and to letters
of reference marked thereon, which form a
part of this specification. |

Ifigure 1 of the drawings is a perspective
view of the device embodyiug the Invention
and also of one of the stamps with which it

isused. Tig. 2isa sectional view illustrating

the manner in which the said device is applied
to a stamp in alining the type. Fig. 3 is a
perspective view of the device in a different
position. - |
This invention is deswned to provide a cer-
tain new and useful dewee for the use of
postmasters and postal clerks, (the lattel es-

pecially,) in connection with the usual dating

and canceling stamps, for the purpose of fa-
cilitating t-he adjustment of the type therein.
Stamps of this kind as commonly used are
provided with certain fixed type-characters

‘and also with certain removable and inter-

- changeable type, the lattter being usually
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employed for marking dates or time and re-
quire to be frequently removed or replaced,
being held in place by a thumb set-screw. In
order that these types may make a legible
1mpression, it 1s necessary that they be ad-
justed with considerable accuracy with rela-
tion to each other and with reference to the
fixed characters, whereby their type-faces
shall be in the same plane. Considerable
difficulty has been experienced in making
such adjustment, especially in moving postal
cars, and this 18 a frequent cause of the
1lleg1ble postmarks found on mail-matter. It
has also been difficult to secure the adjust-
ment of the type when made, owing to the
factthatthe clerk isunable to fix the set-screw
sufficiently tight with his fingers.

The present invention is more particularly

designed to obviate this difficulty and to en-

| able the clerk to readily secure and maintaln

an accurate adjustment of the type at all
Limes.

The invention consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of parts, all as
hereinafter described, and pointed out in the
appended claims.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
the letter A designates a postal hand- sta,mp
of the class above referred to and having the
fixed type-chamcters a, the interchangeable
type o', seated in a recess or socket of the
sta,mpmﬂ'-faee a set-screw a*, and a canceling

attachment a?.

B designates a device for facilitating the
adj ustment of theinterchangeable type, whmh
consists of a flanged plate or cup of the proper
size to fit loosely over the working face of the
stamp. It is preferably provided with a bot-
tom lining b, of rubber or other material of
like flexible or yielding character, to prevent
injury to the type-faces.

In operation the type a are loosely placed
in the stamp. This cup is applied thereto
and the wholeisinverted. Thetypewill then
drop down into the cup against i1ts bottom face
into accurate adjustment no matter whether
they are of the same or of different lengths,
and by tightening the screw while In this po-
sition such adjustment is secured.

As stated above, considerable difficulty has.

been found 1n fixing the screw with the fin-
oers sufficiently tlfg*ht to secure the adjust-
ment. In the present case I form the head
of this screw of the proper form to receive a
thumb wrench or key D, provided therefor,

and connect said wrench or key with the cup

B by a chain or the like of sufficient length
to enable the wrench to be operated while the
cup is applied to the stamp. '

When provided with this device, which may
be carried in the pocket or otherwise kept at
hand, the clerk has at his command conven-
lent and efficient means for securing and
maintaining an accurate adjustment of the
interchangeable type of his stamp.

Having thus described my invention, what
Iclaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. The herein-described device for use with
hand-stamps which are provided with inter-
changeable type for facilitating the adjust-
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~ ment of such type, said device comprising a
flanged plate or cup, adapted to fit over the

type-carrying end of the stamp in. the man-
- mer subsmntmlly as speecified. .

5 Theherein-described devi 1ce [01*- u% Wlth: |

;h{md -stamps which are provided with inter-

. changeable type for facilitating the adjust-
. ment of such type, said device: comprising a |
- flanged pla*re or cup, adapted to fit over the |

: Io ;ty’pe carrying end of the stamp, said plate or
- cup having a yielding 111tel 100 bottom wall
| :&UbSLELHLIELH} as specified. |
'hzmd -stamps which are provided with inter-
15 changeable type and with a set-screw for se-

The herein-described dev’l(‘:e for use. Wlth |

~curing said type, said device comprising a
flanged plate or cup adapted to fit over the
type-carrying end of the stamp for the pur-
pose deseribed, a wrench or key adapted to
fit the head of said screw, and a flexible con- 20
| nection between said cup and the wrench of
sufficient length to enable both to be opera-
;ted snnultaneously substantially asspecified.

In testimony whereof I affix my swnﬂ‘rur

1n presence of two witnesses.

TA"\[LS CO OK \VARD

Vu 1t110‘sseb .
W. S, -IIUTT, o
2. M. STANLEY.
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