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‘the germs of this disease.
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To all whom it may concerrn:

‘Be it known that I, HELEN S, WHITTON, of
Fruitvale,in the county of Alameda and State
of California, have invented an Improved
Contagious-Germ Incinerator, of which the
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion.

This invention relates to means for pre-
venting the spreading of contagious-disease
germs, and particularly to prevent the dis-
semination of bacilli that are germs of pul-
monary consumption. Ithasbeen accurately

-determined by scientific investigators that

pulmonary tuberculosis is produced and dis-
seminated very frequently by inhalation of
Many who are af-
flicted with the dreaded disease under con-
sideration are unaware of the danger result-
ing to others from the source of contagion

Indicated, and carelessly expectorate on the |

floors of rooms in houses and public places.
1The result of such a practice is that the dried
sputa 1s converted into dust-like particles,

~which incidentally pervade the air and are

inhaled by persons who may be free from
consumption, but whose lungs may be in a
condition liable toreceiveinfection from such
disease-germs, so that there is constant lia-
bility of spreading the contagious infection
from the bacilli of tuberculosis unless those
suffering from the disease are induced to take
prevent such a result.

- The object of this invention is to provide
a novel portable device of simple and inex-
pensive construction which will afford con-
venient and reliable means for the radical
destruction of tubercular-disease germs as

they are expectorated by burning such in-

fectious discharges. . .
-T'he improved device for combustion of the
napkins or other absorbent material whereon

the sputa is expectorated.is adapted for

speedy, convenient, and effective use by the

diseased person, even if confined to bed, so |

that the contagious germs thrown off from

as they are expectorated, and therefore will

- be prevented from endangering the health

. and lives of others who are by force of cir-
cumstances brought into

proximity with the
consumpted sufferer. | ~ |
The invention consists in the novel con-

| struction and combination of parts, as ishere-

Inafter described,
claims. - | o

‘Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of thisspecification,
in which similar characters of reference in-
dicate corresponding parts in all the figures.

Kigure 1 is a partly-sectional side eleva-

and pointed out in the
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tion of the improvement, showing one form

of the construction. Fig. 2 is a plan view of
the incinerator shown in Fig. 1. Fig. 3is a
sectional side view of theincinerator slightly
modified in form. Fig. 4is a plan view of
the modification shown in Fig. 3; and Fig. 5
is a plan view, partly in section, substan-
tially on the line 5 5 in Fig. 1. . o

T'he improved incinerator comprises a shell
10, made of any suitable metal. Preferably
sald shell is spun or stamped into spheroidal
form from a blank cutoutof sheet metal. The
body or shell 10 is provided with a widened
hollow base 11, that is in open communication
with the bottom of said shell and may be in-
tegral therewith. The shell 101is measurably
closed by a centrally-apertured lid 12 or 183,
which may beraised substantiallyin the form
shownin Figs. 1 and 2, or be depressed, as rep-
resented 1n KFigs. 3 and 4. If constructed as
indicated in Figs. 1 and 2, the elevated lid is
furnished with a flaring fl
border for the central aperture for said lid,
which circular orifice is normally closed by a
removable cover-piece 12°. . o

At the upper edge of the shell 10 a later-
ally-projecting flange ¢ may be formed inte-
gral with the same; but for convenience in
manufacture the flange mentioned is prefer-
ably constructed separately and affixed to the
shellatits upper edge by anyavailable means.
In the construction represented in Fig. 1 the

flange « 1s furnished with a depending por-

tion that is adapted to closely encircle the
cylindric upper portion of the body orshell 10.

There is a flat flange a' peripherally formed
on the lid 12, having such a diameter as will
adapt its edge to conform with the edge of

ange 122, that is the -
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the flange a, on which the flange ' isclamped

by screws a® or by any other preferred means.

In Fig. 3 the lid 12is somewhat altered from

the lid already described, it being inverted

from the outer edge to the edge of the central

orifice therein, whichiscovered by tke remov-

100




. IO

20

35

40

45

50

55

D

able cover 12°, and the lid 13 is held in place
on the shell 10 by an integral circular flange
i, that is bent down at the edge of said hd

as clearly shown in the figure 11amed 'lhe
cover 12° shounld fit closely over and into the
aperture of the lid 12 or 13 and have a knob
b or other projection on its upper side to en-
able an operator to freely remove the cover,
a8 oceasion may require. |

Within the shell 10 a chafing-dish 14 1s 1n-
troduced before the lid 12 or 13 is secured in
place, the dish being formed of sheet metal
sufficiently thin to adapt it to become heated
quickly when flame is applied to its lower sur-
face. The chafing-dish 14 is in the form of
a-hollow hemlsphere or, in other words, 18
CONCAVO-CONnvex in shape, and atits {free edge
there are outwardly-projecting flanges or ears
¢, formed on the dish, which rest on the pro-
jections d, that are inwardly extended from
the shell 10.

There may be but & single continuous cir-
cumferential flange ¢’ produced on the upper
edge of the ehaﬁnfr-dlsh 14, as indicated in
Figs. 1 and 2, and in such a construction a
seriesof *‘-;paeed draft-holeseshould be formed
in said flange, as shown by dotted lines in
Fig. 2. The 01r011111fe1611t1311y~p1 ojected sin-
ﬂle, flange ¢’ or series of spaced flanges ¢ hold
the dlsh 14 concentric with and 1emoved from
the inner surface of the shell 10 by an engage-
ment of the outer edge of the flange or flanges
with said surface, so that an annular draft-
space g is atfor ded betm een the shell and chaf-
ing-dish.

" In the wall of the shell 10, near 1ts upper
edge or flange @, a series of draft-perforations
v are formed, or said perforations may be pro-
duced in the lid, as shown in Figs. s and 4,
and perforations for a like purpose are made
in the wall of the bﬂse portion 11, as shown
at ¢ 'in Kigs. 1 and 3

The source of heat provided for the incin-
eratordevice may consistof alamp 1, adapted
to consume alcohol or other fluid that is
equally as good for combustion without smell
or smoke, and if a lamp is used it may be
held in the base of the shell by providing
ears & on the body of the lamp, which will
pass through notches &' in the annular base-
flange 11° and by a partial rotation be locked
beneath the clip-pieces m, that are fastened
on the inner surface of the base-flange, or
any other convenient means may be utlhzad
for holding the lamp in the base of the incin-
erator- Shell

When circumstances will permit, it will be
more convenient to utilize a bunsen burner

16 on a gas-supply pipe 17 for heating the
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chafing-dish 14, as the heat will be more pow-

erful and effect the desired object with greater

celerity.
There 1s to be provlded a br acket-shelf 18

 (shown in FFigs. 1 and 4) for support of the

575,940

incinerator device when the user is bedfast,
the bracket-shelf being secured close to hand
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on any stable object, such as the frame of the

bed or side wall of the room, so that the in-
ecinerator, when in place on the shelf, may be
readily reached and attended to _by the In-
valid when there is occasion for its use.
Toinsurespeedy combustion of the medium
provided to receive the sputa forincineration,
it is preferred to employ thin paper napkins,
which may be successively used to expecto-
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rate in, and when used the napkin 18 to be

folded so as to inclose the moist discharge
and then introduced within the chafing-dish
14 through the aperture of the lid. and the
cover-piece 12°, that has been removed to
permit such a deposit of the soiled napkin,
is restored directly after the lamp or gas-
burner is ignited.

If the dewce is placed on atable-top, (shown
in part at 19 in Fig. 3,) it is best to provide
a small asbestos mat 20 whereon to seat the
incinerator, thereby avoiding danger of fire

from a downward reflection of heat from the

lamp or gas-burner.
Tt will be seen that the improved incinera-
tor is small, neat in appearance, can be pro-
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duced at a modemte cost, and- will in service -

effectively consume to ashes the infection dis-
charged from the diseased lungs of a con-
Sumptwe person, thereby pr eventmﬂ* aspread
of the disease which might result from the
inhalation of dried sputa that 1S expectorated
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and freely minglesin powdered form with the

air to be bre &thed by other persons.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent |

1. Aportableincinerator, compllsmg,aclos—
able shell of metal having a spheroidal lower
portion and a widened hollow base, a sphe-
roidal-shaped chafing-dish hung in said shell
so as to afford adr aft -passage ar ound its outer
surface, and a source of heat located in the

base of the shell adapted to impinge flame

and heat currents on the bottom of the chaf-
ing-dish, substantially as described.
2, Apm table incinerator eompmsmga hol-

low shell rounded in 1its lower portion, and

having a hollow base, a lid for said shell, cen-

trally apertured to permit access to the inte-

rior of the shell and having a flaring wall that
converges to the aperture, the base and top of
the 111(311191'.:11301 having draft-passagestherein,

a cover for the aper tme of the lid, a thm-
walled chafing-dish hung coneentrie_ within

the shell and having an annular draft-passage
around it, and a source of flame and heat lo-
cated in the base of the incinerator-shell, sub-

stantially as described. | -
| HELEN S. WHITTON.
Witnesses:
W. . CORNELL,
BeEN F. WOOLNER,.

100

105

I1OQ

115

120




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

