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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WirLiam B. POTTER, a
citizen of the United Sta‘ces,lemdmn‘ at Schen-
ectady, in the county of Scheneetady, State
of New York, have invented certain new
and useful Improvemen‘us in Rail-Supports,

(D. 419,) of which the following isa specifica-
tion.

My invention relates to supports for the |

conducting-rails of electric railways operated
by the so- callecl ‘“third-rail” system, and has
for its object to provide an insulating-sup-
port capable of ready attachment to the rail,
yet which may be conveniently removed from
1t 1f occasion demands.

T'o this end my improved rail-support con-

sists of a base carrying a mass of insulating

material, a metallic cap upon the msulatm

and attaehments between the cap and the
rall, the particular form shown consisting of
hws which may be passed up over the ianne
of the rall through notches cut therein, the
insulator then bemﬂ* slipped along to a Solld
part of the flange, Lhe lugs engaging with the
flange and mambmmnﬂ the msula,tm and ratl
in pla,ce

The accompanying drawings show my in-

vention, Figure 1 being a pelspectwe of a

portion of the rail and the insulator about to
be applied theleto Fig. 2 bemﬂ a plan of a
part of the rail.

A is the base of the 11:15111&’501

I3 1s a petticoat of porcelain or other insu-
lating material.

C is a metallic cap secured to the porcelain

in any suitable way, as by cement.

D D are lugs adapted to engage the flange
E of the rail. These lugs are placed at op-

posite extremities of the diameter of the cap,
40 and are radially disposed upon it.

At e I have shown a notch cut away in the
rail.

In Fig. 21 have illustrated the rail as formed
with the noteh e in its flange on one side only,
or in an &11361 native form as having two
notches ¢' ¢/, Where the single notch is em-

ployed, one of the lugs D Would be placed
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over the rail, the insulator being tipped to

permit this &nd the other one then brought

up through the notech. The insulator would
then be slipped along on the flange and se-
cured 1n position. Where, however, the two
notches ¢’ are used, the insulator could be ap-
plied directly from below by raising it into
position, the two lugs registering with the two
notches, and then sliding it along, as before.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent of the United States, is—

1. The combination in an insulating-sup-
port for a third rail, of a body of insulating
material carrying a metallic cap, the cap pro-
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vided with lugs adapted to register with

notches in the rail-flange.

2. As a new article of manufacture, an in-
sulating-support for a railway-rail, compris-
ing a body of insulating material, a metallic
cap secured thereto, and oppositely-placed

| radial lugs upon the metallic cap adapted to

register with notches in the rail-flange.

3 The combination with an 1ﬂsulator com-
prising a body of insulating material and a
metallic cap provided with lugs, of arail hav-
ing notches in 1ts flange registering with the
luns upon the mbulatm |

In witness whereof T have hereunto set my
hand this 24th day of August, 1896.

'\VILLIAM_ . POTTER.

Yitnesses: |

A. F. MACDONALD,
E. W. Capv,
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