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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, EDWARD L. CALAHAN,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and State
of New York, have invented an Improved
Fastener for Envelops, &c., of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

The object of my invention is to provide a
detachable fastening for envelops, wrappers,
or paper boxes designed for containing sec-
ond-class mail-matter or other articles.
tach to or form with the inclosing flap of the
envelop, wrapper, or receptacle an extension
having two locking-tongues which engage
slits in the back of the envelop, wrapper, or
box 1n opposite directions.

Intheaccompanying drawings, which illus-
trate my invention as applied to an envelop
opening at the end, Figure 1 is an elevation
of the back of an envelop withthe flap opened;
Fig. 2, a similar view with the flap closed;
Fig. 3, a vertical section showing the flap

partly closed and the fastening device as
- about to be closed into position.

Kig. 4 1s a
similar view showmn" the fastenmo cdevice
closed.

The body of the envelop A is formed in its

-~ back face with two slits ¢ ¢’ a suitable dis-
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tance apart. The extension B of the closing-
flap 1s in the present instance shown sepa-
rately formed and attached to the closing-
flap. When so separately formed, it may be
made of a different and heaviermaterial than
that of the body of the envelop. This exten-
sion has two locking-tongues engaging the
slits a o', respectively. Theend C of the ex-
tension B forms one locking-tongune that en-
gages the slit ¢’ and is formed with shoulders
¢, that limi{ its entrance into such slit. The
other locking-tongue D isformed by anirregu-

lar cut in the body of the part B, the cut be-

ing of such shape as to form the free tongue
D w1th shoulders d, that limit its entrance

- 1nto the slit «.

50

Fig. 8 shows the manner of closmg the fas-
tening. The closing-flap of the envelop is

folded down and thetongue D, being pressed
inwardly toward the back of the envelop, is
caused to enter the slot or slit a, assuiming
the position indicated in Figs. 2 and 4. The
-other tongue, C, 18 then bent 80 as to permit
of 1ts insertion into the slit a', as clearly in-
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dicated in the same figures. The shoulders
¢ ¢ and d d form limiting-stops that prevent
the movement of the fastening endwise in
the plane of the envelop.

It will be obvious that this fastening may
be readily closed whatever the contents of
the envelop or package may be, and thatwhen
closed it forms a secure. fastening that re-
tains the contents of the envelop and that
permits of the ready opening of the envelop

or other receptacle for the inspection of the

contents thereof.

An envelop or receptacle, as well as the
part b and the tongues C D, may of course
be of any suitable matellal ‘the only requi-
site being that the tonn*ues shall be of su

clent ﬂemblhty to per mlt their manipulation

for insertion into the slits ¢ and «'.
I claim as my invention—
1. An envelop or similar ar ticle having

slits ¢ @' in the body thereof, and a part as B

havinglocking-tongues C D extending in op-
posite directions, and adapted to oppositely
engage theslits aa’, substantially as set forth.

3. Au envelop or similar article having
slits a @' in its body, and a fastening part as
B having fastening-tongues C D 1ebpectwely
formed with limiting-shoulders ¢ cand d d,
and adapted to engage said slits in opposite
directions, substantially as described.

3. In an envelop-fastening, the combina-
tion with the envelop having slits ¢ ¢’ in its
side, of a fastener B separately formed and
attached to the closing-flap of the envelop,
and having locking-tongues C D projecting
1n opposite directions, and adapted to oppo-
sitely engage the slits a a'.

4. In an envelop-fastening, the combina-
tion with the envelop having slits a ¢’ in its

‘side, of a fastener B sepalately formed and

attached to the closing-flap of the envelop,
and having 10(3]11110'-13011*:'113:, C D projecting
In opposite dir ections and formed with shoul-

“ders, and adapted to oppositely engage the

slits a '
In testimony whereof I have her eunto suLb-
seribed my name.

EDWARD 1.. CALAHAN.

Witnesses:
FrANK S. OBER, |
EDWARD C. DAVIDSON,
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