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Application filed June 5, 1896. Serial No. 594,384,

(No model))

To all wihom Lt nuary conceriy: |

Be it known that I, WILLIAM A. BARNES,
of Lampasas, in the county of Lampasas and
State of Texas, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Book-Supports, of which
the following is a speclﬁeatmn

My invention is an improved book-support
for holding the large heavy journals, ledgers,

and other books used In commercial and cour t |

houses, wholesale houses, railway - offices,
&c.; and the invention consists in cer tdm
novel constructions, combinations, and ar-
rangements of parts, as will be hereinafter de-
scubed and pomted out in the claims.
In the drawi ings, 'igure 1 is a perspective

view of my 1mplovement Fig. 2isa bottom
plan view thereof, and Fig, 3 is a detail cross

- section on about 11ne 3 3 of Fig. 1.
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The apparatus includes a frame A and the
book -supporting platforms B. These plat-
forms B consist of boards having at their
lower edges moldings & to keep the book
from Sllppl]l“‘ off. . R&ok—bata B’ depend from
these platform-boards, preferably one near
each end, as shown. These rack-bars have

each a row of mtchet teeth arranged with

their square shoulders facing downwmd, as
shown. The frame A has lower and upper
bars 1 and 2 and end bars 3, and is provided
at its middle with Dars 4 4 connecting the
bars 1and 2, and between the bars 4 4 I form
at 5 the seat for the back of the book, such
seat being cushioned by felt or in othel suit-
It should be noticed that this

seat 18 formed entirely in the frame and is

entirely independent of the platforms B,

which are movable, as more fHHY described
“hereinafter.

The sections of the frame A between the
bars 4 and the ends 3 receive the guiding,
holding, and releasing devices WhIC]l codper-

~ate with the platforms B. To this end bars

0" 9" extend between the bars 4 and 3 par-
allel tothe bars 1 and 2, and have guide-open-
ings 6 (see Fig. 2) for the connectlnﬂ cords
and bearings 7 for the windlass- shafts C.

"These wmdlass shafts C have crank-handles

C', and operate to release the detent- -pawls
in the manner more fully deseribed herein-
after. In the end sections I fix the box-

loops D, forming guides for the rack-bars B/,
and the pawls E are arranged to engage such |

| rack-bars to hold the platforms ab any sult-

able height to which they may be raised.
These pawls are preferably spring actuated
and supported on the box-loops so their posi-
tion with respect to the rack-bars guided by
said loops will be assured. |

The cords F forming the connections be-
tween the windlass-shafts and the pawls con-
nect with their respective pawls, pass thence

through guides G, thence through the open-

ings 6 in the bars 5%, and connect with the
shaft C, so that proper turning thereof will
release the pawls. It will be seen that the
two pawls controlling each platform are con-
trolled by one shaft, so the platforms may
be lowered by turning the said shaft. Either
platform may be lifted to any suitable height,
and will be held thereat by its pawls until it
18 desired to lower the platform, which may
be accomplished by a slight turning of the

windlass, effecting an instant release of the-

pawls and permitting the platform to lower.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim asnew, and desire tosecure by Letters
Patent, 18—

1. The combination of the frame having
upright keepers, the platforms each ]:lavmn*
near its opposite ends upright bars operamnw
In sald keepers, detents engaging said up-
right bars and the windlass-shaftsone foreach
platform and connected with and adapted to
release both detents of their respective plat-
forms substantially as shown and described.

2. A book-support composed of a frame
having guide loops or keepers, acentral back-
rest, the platforms on opposite sides of said
central back-rest, the upright bars held to

said platforms ﬂlld movable up and down in
the keepers of the frame, and detent devices
by which to secure said p]atfm ms in different
adjustments, and means for simultaneously
releasing the several detents of said plat-
forms substantiaily as shown and described.
The combination of the frame having
uprwht keepers, the oppomte platforms ha,v-—
1ng depending bars fitting in said keepers,
the detents engaging Sald bars, the shafts
extending longitudinally beneath the plat-
forms, and connections between said shafts

and the detents, substantially as shown and’

deseribed.
4, The book -supporting apparatus, con-
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sisting of the platforms having depending ! sections, the box-loops fixed in said sections
rack-bars, the frame, having guides for said | and forming guides for the rack-bars, the
rack-bars, the pawls engaging sald bars, the | pawls pivoted to the box-loops, the windlass-
windlass-shafts, the connections between said | shafts, and connections bhetween the same

5 shafts and pawls, and guides for said connec- | and the pawls substantially asshown andde- 13
tions substantially as shown and described. | seribed.

5. The book-support herein described con- | WILLIAM A. BARNES.
sisting of the platforms having depending VWitnesses: | -
rack-bars, the frame having the central seats | D. J. MORRIS,

D. C. THOMAS,

10 for the book-back and provided with the end
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