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To all whom it muay concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES COHN, of the
city of Baltimoreand State of Maryland have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Ladies’ Skirts, of which the follow-
ingis a full, elear, and exact deseuptwn ref-
erence belnﬂ' had to the accompanying draw-
ings, in Whl(ﬂl——— .

Higure 11is a view of a lady’s skirt with my
Improvements applied thereto. Ifigs. 2, 3, 4,
and 5 are detail views illustrating 5a,1d 1 -
provements.

Letters of like name and kind refer to like

R parts in each of the figures.
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-to adapt itself to different fi

The design of my mvention 1s to provide
certain new and useful improvements -in la-
dies’skirts; and to this end my invention con-
sists in the skirt constructed and arranged
as hereinafter shown and described,and mor 0
especially pointed out in the claims. |

In the carrying of my invention into prac-
tice I employ a lady’s skirt A, to the upper
edge of which I secure, by st1tchmn in the
usua,l manner, a divided or seetlonal belt or

waistband B. The rear division b of said

belt coincides with the ordinary placket-open--
ing,while the divisions 0’ and b* are disposed

at the sides thereof in position to lie upon
the hips of the wearer. Secured within pock-
ets formed in the meeting edges of each di-
vision- 6’ and b? is a strip of elastic material
0% which servesto hold the said meeting edges

nmmally In juxtaposition and at 13116 same

time affording means whereby, when neces-
sary, the bﬂld belt or band can be expanded

gures. 'T'he in-
closing of the elastic strip in the open ends

or pockets of the sectional waistband serves
to protect such strip from undue wear, and

also allows of the use of a strip of such lenwbh |

as to produce a connection that is capable of
great elasticity. Just below and in line with
the divisions 6" and b° of the belt B the upper
portion of the skirt for a short distance is
also divided, as shown in the drawings at a.
These lelEleIlS a I preferably form in the
seams between two breadths of the skirt, and
to the edges of which I secure an elastic cord
C,whose ob,]ect 1s to hold said divisions yield-

50 1n n‘ly together.

The divisions b, b*‘* and a I preferably dls-
pose 80 as to be i .m p031t10n to lie upon the

werial No. 601,305, (No model.)

hips of the wearer,where, under tension,they

cling to the figure and aid materially to hold

the skirt f mly In I1ts place upon the wearer.

In manufacturing ladies’ skirts, although
the length of the D‘&rment may be mdde exact,
it is 1mposmble to change the waist measure
without damaging the Settmﬂ‘ of the skirt.

With my unprovements e‘(pandmﬂ‘ the same

on both sides counteracts this difficulty and

consequently changes neither the setting of
the front nor back of the garment.

Secured, preferably, by st1tch1n0* to the in-
terior of the skirt and adjacent to the yield-
ing divisions in skirt and belt is a tab or or-
namental piece D, that is adapted to cover
and conceal thie said divisions and at the same
time serve as an ornament to the garment.
This tab or ornamental piece, from the point
where it is stitched to the garment, as shown
at d, extends upward and over the belt and
thence downward to a point below the divi-
sions b', 0%, and a, where it is removably se-
cured by means of a button-and-buttonhole

| fastener.

In the placket-opening of the skirt A, I se-
cure a reinforcing continuous strip E, of

strong material, that extends around the en-
tire opening and is stitched thereto except at

the point e, where it is left free. This free

or unstitched portion eof the strip K, together
~with the skirt material ¢* lying adJaJcent

thereto, forms the mouath of a pocket ¢', and

to these parts the pocket e°is bllltctbly se-
cured. This pocket, as shown, is located in

the placket-opening.and can be readily and

easily reached with the right hand of the
wearer, 1s invisible, and dOEb not atfect or al-
ter the setting of the skirt.

A pocket is a much-needed article in wo-
man’s wear and one which is now almost dis-
carded, as all dressmakers claim the pocket
cannot be put in a skirt without causing a
change in the setting of the same. In my
arrangement this difficulty is entirely re-
mmred as the pocket is located and arranged
where it is invisible and does no harm to the
setting or appearance of the garment.

In order to securely close she placket-open-
ing, I provide the same with a fastening de-
vice that when in use is entirely eoncealed
from view. Thisfastener consistsof buttons

| G and buttonholes H, the buttons being se-
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cured to the inner fold of the reinforcing-
strip and the buttonholes located in and ex-
tending through the free or unstitched por-
tion of the outer fold thereof, so that when
fastened the buttons project through said
free portion into the pocket-opening, where
they cean be readily reached when desired.

By the use of my fastener the placket-open-
ing is closed, so as to insure it against all
danger of c¢oming open when the skirt is
raised or when the wearer sits down.

These improvements are equally applicable
on all styles of dress and underskirts,whether
plain or ornamented.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is—

1. Asanewarticle of manufacture, alady’s
skirt, having within its placket a reinforeing-
strip, the inner fold of which 1s stitched £
the inner fold of the placket, throughout its
eutire length, while the outer fold is smtehed
only at the t.0p and bottom, leaving the re-
maining portion of said outer fold free or un-
stitched, which free portion together with the
outer fold of the placket, constitutes a pocket-
opening, in which a pocket is secured, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose shown.

2. As anewarticle of manufacture, alady’s
Sklrt having within its placket, a 1emf01 cing-

strip, the inner fold of which is stitched to
the inner fold of the placket, throunghout its
entire length, while the outer fold is smtched
only at the top and bottom, leaving the re-
maining portion of thestrip free or unst:ltched
which flee portion together with the outel
fold of the placket, constltutes a pocket-open-
ing, in which a pocket 1s secured, and a
placket-fastenerconsisting of buttons secured
to the inner fold of the reinforeing-strip and
buttonholes provided in the free portion of
the outer fold thereof, that extend through

sald strip, so that w hen the fastener is in use, |
the buttonswilllie in the mouth of the pocket,
‘substantially as and for

the purpose de-
sceribed.
3. A lady’s skirt having a wmstba,nd the

band being divided into three sections, the
rear division registering with the placket-
opening and lmvmn' a fastenmn' device, the
two other or side divisions being provided

50

with pockets in their meeting ends, whichre-

ceive and contain a strip of elastic material,
whose ends are fastened therein some dis-
tance away from the said meeting ends, the
skirt having its side seams immediately be-
low and in line with the side divisions of the
band open for a short distance and provided
with small elastic cords, that act in conjunc-
tion with the elastic strip in the band-divi-
sions to form a yielding connection between
thedivided parts, substantially as and for the
purpose described.

4, A lady’s skirt having a waistband, the
band being divided into three sections, each
of which is constructed of a single piece of
material, which is folded to form a double
band, between the lower edges of which is
stitched the upper part of the skirt, the rear
division registering with the placket-opening
and being pr ovided with a fastening device,
the two obhel divisions being s0 d15posed as
to lie upon the hips of the wearer and having
a strip of elastic material extending between
and into the double band-sections, “where its
ends are securely fastened some distance
away from the ends of such divisions, the
skirt having its side seams 1mmedmtely be-
low and in hue with side divisions of the band
open for a short distance and provided with
small elastic cords, which act in conjunction
with the elastic strips in the band, to form a
yielding connection between such pm'tsﬁ, sub-
stantially as and for th’e purpose shown and
described.

In testimony that I (,lalm the foregoing I
hereunto set my hand this 30th day of J lﬂ}?’
1896.

CHARLES COHN.

Witnesses:
MAX HOLLANDER,
GEO. C. PERRY.
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