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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, JOEN W. BRITTING-
HAM and LAWRENCE A. STERLING, citizens of
the United States, residing at Hale, in the
county of Carroll and State of Missouri, have
invented a new and useful Buggy-Top Sup-
port, of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to improvements in
carriage-top supports, and is especially de-
signed to prevent breakage of the bows when
the top is in lowered position. Heretofore
spring-supports
have been provided having one of their ends
clamped to a hbow and the other end sliding
thereon, but the shape of the springs have
been such that a sufficient sSpring action was
not imparted to the bows, and consequently

when required for use the su pports have failed
to properly perform their functions.

It is the object of this invention therefore
to provide a support of the character men-
tioned, the spring of which shall be so con-
structed as to overcome the disadvantages
and objections heretofore existing and to se-
cure, by reason of the shape of the spring, a
greater area of yielding surface, whereby a
more perfect cushion for the top is obtained
when the latter is in lowered position and
liability of breaking the bows reduced to a
minimum, - |

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
perspective view of a carriage-top having the
improved support in position upon one of the
bows. Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the
support removed., Fig. 3is a transverse sec-
tional view taken through the collar. |

Similar numerals of reference indicate cor-
responding parts throughout the figures.

‘Referring to the drawings, 1 designates a
sectlonal clamping-collar, the same being

formed of sections 2 3, secured together by

bolts 4, having the usual nuts 5 upon their
threaded ends. The collar 1 is also provided
with an opening 6, through which passes the

3 rear bow 7 of a carriage-top, the opening 6 con-

forming to the shape of the bow 7.

8 designates a spring, a portion 9 of which
is folded back and lies in a _
tially parallel with, but away from, the body
of the spring. The extreme end 10 of the

portion 9 is secured in a recess 11, formed in |

- one side of the section 3 of

portion 9 is folded at a sharp

passed over said spring will take up

plane substan-

the collar 1 by a
bolt 12, which passes through a bolt-hole 13
In said section, and adjacent to the opening
6 the end of said bolt-hole 13 is tapered to
receive the head of the bolt 12, which head is

concaved, 8o as to lie flush with the inner side

It will be noted that the
angle to the
body of the spring, and said folded portion 9,
after being secured to the clamping-collar 1

of said opening 6.

‘and the latter is fastened upon the bow 7 , €X-

tendsthroughout its entire length inastraight
line beneath the bow 7, the bod y of the spring

55
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being bent outwardly and forming a deep 63

compound curve. The folded portion 9 lies
along the under side of, but slightly away
from, the bow 7, and when the vehicle-top is
lowered it will be seen that such folded por-
tion braces the body of the spring, whereb
a positive cushion is insured, and from the
fact that said body is in the shape of a com-
pound curve contact thereof with the bow 7
will be effectually prevented.

At the end of the spring opposite to the
folded portion 9 a spring-clip 14 is secured,
the object of which is to partially encircle the
bow 7 and slide thereon, thereby holding the
support in operative position. The sections
oi the clamping-collar 1 being separated, they
are placed upon the bow 7 and by means of
the bolts 4 are secured thereon at any desired
point, the spring-eclip also engaging said bow.
When the top of the carriage is lowered, the
spring 8 rests upon
limiting the downward movement of said top,
and when any inequalities in the ground are
the jar
occasloned thereby, thus providing a cushion
for the top and preventing fracture of
bow. It will be obvious that the spring-clip
14 will slide along the bow 7, thereby provid-
ing for the expansion and contraction of the
spring 8. |
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the ordinary stop 15 for 8 5

the go

From the preceding description if is appar- gs

ent that by reason of the specific construc-
tion of the spring 8 a much more effective
support has been produced, whereby a larger
yielding surface is secured and one in which
the spring will be held a sufficient distance
from the bow to avoid direct contact there-
with, and thus give satisfactory results.
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We claim as our invention

A buggey-top support comprising a sectional
two-part clamping-collar adapted to embrace
the rear bow of a carriage-top and provided
in one side with a recess and a bolt-opening
leading into said recess, a pair of Dbolts de-
tachably connecting the two members of the
collar together, an elongated compoundly-
curved leaf-spring having a sliding connection
atoneend with the bow,and formed atits other
end with an inturned straight terminal por-
tion 9, folded or bent from the body portion
of the spring at an abrupt angle thereto to
form a Dbrace for such body portion, said
straight terminal portion 9 of the spring ex-

tending under the bow parallel therewith and
having its tip end seated within the recess of
the collar, and a bolt 12 engaging the tip end
of the spring-terminal 9 and secured in the

bolt-opening in the collar leading to said re- 20

cess, substantially as set forth.

In testimony that we claim the foregoing as
our own we have hereto affixed our signatures
in the presence of two witnesses.

JOHN W. BRITTINGHAM.
LAWRENCE A. STERLING.

Witnesses:
(. I1. TURNER,
3. C. DULANEY.
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