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To all whom it may concern: o
Beit known that I, GEORGE S. BOUTWELL,

“a citizen of the Umted States, residing at

Waterbury, in the county of New IIaven and
State of 00nneet1011t have invented certain
new and usetful Impr ovements in Duplicate-
Whist Tables; and I do hereby declare the
following to be a full, clear, and exact de-

| scnptmn of the nwentwn such as will enable

10

a duplicate-whist table which will dispense

20

others skilled in theart to which it appertains

10 make and use the same.

My invention has for its obJec,t to pr ovide

with the use of sets of trays or boards and
will provide convenient receptacles for the
hands of cards when dealt and for the packs

‘of cards when they are bunched, which by

making the table revoluble will pelmlt he
1epla,y to be made by merely changing
position of the table, and which by mak ng
the racks removable will permit the entire set

of hands to be removed from the table and

another set of hands substituted to be played

before the replay of the first set of hands,
thus rendering it practically impossible for

~any of the playels to remember any pecu-

lHarities in the run of the hmds 111 the origi-

- nal play.
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| have carried my invention into e:

With this end in view I have de\flsed the
novel dupheate whist table which I will now
describe, referring by numbers and letters to
the accompanying drawings, forming pm t of
this specification, in which— | -

Figure 1 is a plan view, and Fig.
tion, on the line x & of one form in wh].eh 1
fect; Kig.
4, & plan view, and Fig. 5 an elevation, of
mmthel form in which I have carried my in-

vention into effect; Tig. 3, a perspective, on

an enlarged scale, of one form of my novel

-cmd—laek demched and Iig. G is a perspec-
tive of another f01 m of my 1101?‘61 card-rack

detached.

1 denotes a table suppmted by a smndald ¥

2, which in the present instance I have shown
as provided with legs 3. The table may or

may not be made 1*evoluble and may be of
any preferred form, as, for example, round
- Or square, as shown in the drawings, or po-
lygonal, and may or may not be provided
with a flange 4, and the flange, if used, may |

the

2 a SBC-.

| each of the racks.
‘ture, however, of my novel table that I pro-
vide in each of the racks an additional com-
‘partment 9, so that instead of twelve com-

be either Vel‘tiCELI or oblique to the plane of

the table.

A denotes
placed on each table at equ&l distances apart
and which may or may not be removable.
The ecard-racks are shown as provided with

cleats 5 upon their sides, which are adapted

to engage corresponding grooves in blocks 6,
seeuled on the under side of the table.
EKach of the card-racks is divided by means

of vertical partitions 7 into two series of com-

par tments or pigeon-holes, the compartments

ally by 8, bemw of suitable size to receive an
entire DacL_ of calds, and the compartments
in the other series, which I have indicated

-111(11171(111‘11137 by 9, being of suitable size to

recelve a hand of thuteen cards. In the

present instance I have shown a table as ar-
ranged to play twelve original hands, and

have therefore shown each _of the four card-
racks as provided with three compartments

8 to receive an entire pack of cards, making
| welve compartments 8 in all.

- The twelve packs of cards when deaﬂlt are
dlwded into f01t} eight hands, twelve of
which are placed in the campmtment& 9 in
It is an important fea-

partments 101 hands in each rack there are
thirteen, that is, one compartment in excess

of the number of hands that are to be placed
Thisis in order that there may

in that rack.
always be a vacant compartment between the
hand last played and the hand next to be

played. ThlS avolds all danger of mistake.
In Figs. 3 and 6 I have mdmated in one of

the compartments 8 a full pack of cards by
10 and in one of the compartments 9 a single
hand of cards by 11.

Tt will of course be understood that by add-
ing to each rack an additional compartment
8 aud four additional compartments 9 the
table may be made to provide for sixteen

original hands instead of twelve, the number
of original hands provided for bemn wholly

unlmpmmm so far as the principle of my in-
vention is concerned. ~
In practice the racks are preferably indi-

card-racks, four of which are
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1in one series, which I haveindicated individu- -
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cated either by letters or numerals, and the
different compartments 9 in each rack are
also indicated by letters or numerals, so that
all the hands in one particular pack may be
readily placed together without danger of
mixing them, even should the packs be alike,
or any particular hand in any of the racks
may be readily found and examined. In
starting to play the game the cards are all
dealt into hands, which are placed in com-

partments 9, thus providing a hand 11 for

twelve of the thirteen compartments which
are indicated by 9. There would then be no
cards 1n the compartments indicated by 8.
After the original hands have been played

‘elther the table may be given a quarter-turn,

which will place the hands in position for the
replay, or, if preferred, supposing two tables

to be running at the same time, the racks

containing the hands from one table may be

removed and the racks containing the original

hands from the other table substituted in

their stead—that is, the original hands played

at the two tables may be exchanged. The
parties at each table will then play another

set of original hands before playing the re-

play of the first set of hands. This renders

16 difficult for any player to recall during the

replay the run of hands in the original play.
Atiter the replay and before the tables are
used againthe handsin each pack are bunched
together and the full packs are placed in
compartments 8, three packs out of the twelve
packs in the present instance being placed in
each card-rack.

Referring to Ifigs. 1, 2, and 3, it will be seen

that the card-racks A are fitted to recesses

1n the edge or flange 4 of the table, so that
when the racks are in the position shown in
Figs. 1 and 2 the said racks constitute con-

tinuations of the said edge, so as to present

an even, flush, or unbroken surface. In or-
der that the cards may be readily withdrawn
from these flush racks or pockets, the edges

of the partitions are provided with finger-re-
cesses, as at 12 1in Iig. 3.

These finger-re-
cesses are placed in line with each other and
form in practice a groove which intersects
the compartments.

In the form illustrated in Ifigs. 1, 2, and 3
the table-top is circular, and the series of
sets of compartments forming the card-racks
are arranged 1n a curved plane conforming to

the shape of the table-top, and the finger-re-

cesses form a correspondingly-curved groove
intersecting the compartments.
As above mentioned, the table-top may be

rotatably mounted on the standard or post.

This construction is shown in Fig. 2 of the
drawings, in which the standard is shown as
a sleeve mounted on a spindle rising from the
legs 3. |

Having thus described my invention, I
claim—

1. A duplicate-whist apparatus comprising
a table-top provided with four equidistant
setsof guidesunder itsedge, card-racks fitted
to slide in said guides, each of said racks be-
ing divided by vertical partitions into two
series of compartments of different widths,
sald compartments being open at their for-
ward or front sides.

2. A duplicate-whistapparatus comprising
a table-top having a plurality of sets of card
racks or pockets in its edge and having open-
ings in the top of the table and finger-re-
cesses formed in the edges of the partitions be-
tween said card-pockets.

3. A duplicate-whist apparatus comprising
a table-top having four sets of card racks or
pockets in its edge and having openings in
the top of the table, the edges of the parti-
tions between the card-pockets being sub-
stanfially flush with the portions of the table
between the racks and having finger-recesses
to facilitate the grasping of the cards.

4. A detachable rack for card-tables, pro-
vided with a plurality of compartments to

receive the handsof cards and being of a size

substantially equal to the size of the cards,
the said compartments being open in front
and the partitions separating such compart-

ments provided with finger-recesses to ren-

der the cards accessible when the rack is in
1ts normal position under the table-top, the
sald rack being provided with cleats or pro-
jections adapted to codperate with support-

‘ing means below the table-fop to retain the

rack 1n position.

5. A duplicate-whist apparatuscomprising
a table-top having a plurality of sets of card
racks or pockets and having openings in the
top of the table and finger-recesses formed
in the edges of the partitions between said
card-pockets.

6. A duplicate-whist apparatus comprising
a table-top having openingsin the top there-
of and detachable setsof card racks or pockets
the partitions between said pockets being
provided with finger-recesses for convenience
In grasping the cards.

7. A duplicate-whist table having a series
of compartments extending through the top
thereof, with a groove intersecting the said
compartments and supports for the compart-
ments beneath the table, substantially as de-
scribed.

8. A duplicate-whist table having a rota-
tably-mounted top provided with a series of
compartments, with an intersecting groove
and supports for the compartments beneath
the table, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
In presence of two witnesses. |

GEORGE S. BOUTWELL.

Witnesses:

WALTER N. LOWELL,
FREDK. B. WILLIAMS.
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