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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that we, ROBERT HODGES

- BisHoPand WILLIAW DOWN of 207 High Hol-

10

born,London, England, ]mvemventecl eeltam
new and usef ul Implovements in Runners or
Supports for Curtains, of which the following
is a specification.

The great disadvantage in the use of the
01(11113,1)?* rings on me‘ual or wooden curtain-
poles 1is that when the curtains are being
drawn the rings tilt at an angle and bind or

~ grip on the pole both at top and underneath,
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- - ing the slw*htest pull.
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so that a somewhat vigorous effort is requir ed

10 move the rings a]onn' the pole with the al-

most certain risk (especlﬂblly in the case of
lace or other light curtains) of tearmﬂ' the
curtain.

Now the object of the pr esent invention is

'to overcome this great disadvantage of the

tilting ring and 1:0 provide for the curta,m a

.suppmt which will travel smoothly and with

facility along the top of the pole upon receiv-
T'his object we effect
by 1ving to the runner or support the form
of a Lube at the ends of which we provide

antifriction- roliers, so that the support will

under all circumstances malntain its normal
or vertical position on the pole.
In the accompanying drawings we have

shown various formsof runner embod ying the

principle of our invention.
Figure 1 shows in end elevation one ex-
ample of our Improved antifriction-runner,

- and Fig. 2 shows in front view two such run-
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- tlon in the lme 3 of KFig. 1.
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‘portion of the runner,
of another example of our runner.

ners mounted ona curtain-poleand carrying
curtain. Ifig. 3 represents a transverse sec-—

IFig. 4 is a top
view of a runner, 111115131&1311:10' a mode of at-

taching the antlfrlctlon -1"01161'8 differing from

that shown in Figs. 1 and 2. Tig. 4*is a top
view of the same roller attaehment as 1S
shown in Fig. 4 separated from the tubular
Fig. 5 is a side view
Ifig. 6 1is
a top view corresponding with Fig. 5.

The runner shown in Figs. 1 and 2 consmts
of two short cylinders or ordinary wooden
curtain-rings a ¢, the upper portiens of which
are cut away to provide a space for the in-
sertion of a pair of supporting antifriction-

rollers 0 6. These rollers are turned to such
a contour or longitudinal profile as to conform

{ with ordinary curtain-rings.

(No model )

TR T

to the inner peupheL y of the rings, and they
are fitted with fixed axles, which have their

bearings in the severed ends of the rings. 55
The two rings thus fitted with rollers and |

furnished with the usual eyes s s for receiv-
ing the curtain-hooks are coupled together
by' inserting between them a cyhndel ¢ of
papier- nmche or it may be metal, the ends of
which are inserted in annular gr ooves turned
in the adjacent sides of the Lwo rings, as illus-
trated 1n the sectional diagram I‘lﬂ‘ '3, The
rings ¢ a and the connectmﬂ—cyhndel ¢ thus
form parts of a tube.

By this mode of constructing runners a

broad antifriction-support is provided which
will prevent the possibility of a sudden jerk
from an attached cord tipping the runner and
causing it to grip the pole, as is now the case
Moreover, the
diameter of these runners will more closely
assimilate to that of the pole to which they
are to be applied than has hitherto been pos-
sible with curtain-rings as ordinarily con-
structed.

An incidental advantaﬂ'e of founmﬂ‘ the-

runners with a eylmdrmal coupling -piece Is
that they admit of decoration by covering
their cylindrical portion with some ornamen-
tal fabrie, as silk, velvet, &ec.

It will be obvious that our improved run-

ner, whether formed from wood, metal, or
other suitable substance, may be made in one
piece, if thought desirable.

This mode of
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manufacture is illustrated at IFig. 4, where

the runner in the form of a tube havmﬂ' the

appearance of two joined-up rings is tumed

out of one piece of wood. This figure also
illustrates a facile mode of mountmﬂ* the an-
tifriction-rollers 6 in a separate Frame e,
formed out of a piece of sheet metal, and

which 1s secured at its extremities by screws

or rivets to the runner. Fig. 4* shows this

support or frame for the rollers detached from
the runner.

Figs. 5 and 6 show a runner for med from a
single cylinder of thin sheet metal. The ends
of the cylinder are molded into hollow beads

to present the appearance of rings and give

stiffness to the metal. A p01131011 of these
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beads or rings is cut away to receive the an-
tifriction- rollers which are prefembly made
of wood or some other suitable non- metallic




1O

[

substance to enable them to ran noiselessly
over the curtain-pole.

By constructing the runner of metal an in-
cidental advantage is obtained which we pro-
pose In some cases to utilize—that is, the fit-
ting of the runmners onto the rod or pole and
removing them therefrom while the rod or
pole 1s in place. For this purpose, having
constructed the runner as illustrated at Figs.
5 and 6, we cut it through, as indicated by
the Iine 1 1 of Fig. 5, and open out the run-
ner to an extent sufficient to allow it to be
passed laterally over the curtain-pole.

What we claim is—

1. Arunnerorhangerfor curtain-poles con-
sisting of a tube having an eye at each end
for the reception of a curtain-hook, and two
antifriction-rollers having a contour conform-
ing to the inner circumference of said tube

575,456

and arranged one at each end thereof directly
over the sald eyes, substantially as herein de-
seribed.

2, The combination in a runner or hanger
for curtain-poles of two rings a ¢ having
ogrooves in their opposite faces and each fur-
nished with an eye s, a connecting-cylinder ¢
placed between said rings with its ends in
sald grooves, and two antifriction-rollers 0
having a contour conforming to the inner eir-
cumference of said rings and arranged one
within each of said rings, directly above its
eyes, substantially as herein described.

ROBERT HODGES BISHOP.
WILLIAM DOWN.

Witnesses:
H. K. WHITE,
FRED C. IHAINS.
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