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To all whom tt may conceri:
Be it known that I, MArY H. BORTREE, a

~ citizen of the United St&tes of America, re-

10

20

| proved lacing-strip applied thereto.

39,

35

‘upon an enlarged scale.
section in line 14 of Fig. 3, and Kig. 5 1S

siding at Grand Rapids, in the county of Kent
and State of Michigan, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Lacing-
Strips for Shoes and Analogous Articles, of
which the following is a speclﬁ@atmn

My invention 1’*ela,tes to certain improve-
ments in lacing-strips for use on shoes and

other wearing-apparel; and it consists in cér-

taln novel features of construction, which
will be fully described in this :‘:peelﬁeatlon
and particularly pointed out 111 the appended
claims.

To such end it consists in a certain novel

lacing device, the nature and essential fea- |

tures “whereof will appear from the followmn
spemﬁcatlon and claims. -

The invention is illustrated in the draw-

ings presented herewith, in which—
Figure 1 is a front view of the meeting
edﬂ*es of an article of apparel with my im-
Fig. 2
is a side view of the strip. Fig. 8 is a verti-
cal section in line 8 3 of Fig. Y and shown
I‘w* 118 a cross—

CrOSs- -gection in line 5 5 of I‘lg 3. |
In the drawings, A B represent the meet-
ing edges of an mtmle of apparel provided
with my lacing-strip in its preferred form.
The meeting edges of the article are folded
upon themselveb as seen in FKig. 1, and
stitched to the remaining portion of the arti-
cle and formed so as to preseut a seme% of

- openings a 0.

40

the lacmn-stups

Into the pockets thus formed are sllpped

flattened tubular casing ¢’ mclosmga mate-
rially narrower band c, prefera,bly of spring
metal.
from 1fs inner margin to form notches ¢?, reg-
istering with the openings a b, and the bdlld

‘¢ fills the internal space between the inner
limits of the notehes and the opposite side of

the casing and slides freely therein. The
parts being thus in place, a lacing-cord may
be passed throun*h the openings b to rest

50 in the notches and apply stl_am in the plane

| a half-eyelet in appearance.
let cut through diametrically and were the
material of eaeh half then extended to arch
the space between the cut flanges and inte-

each 4[3(:-:[151151:11:1':rF of a flexible
f althoun‘h there i1s no attachment.

The casing has circular segments cut |

distort these openings.

Thelacing-strip may be removed as a whole
from the pocket in which it lies, or the band
¢ may be removed and- replaeed by another
without distutbing the casing or the lacing.

It is obvious that a somewhat inferior lae-

ing-strip ean be made out of a single band of

1 of both casing and b:';md mthoub tending to

S5

metal with the notches stamped out of one

of its edges, and I have found this very well
for a cheapel grade of articles.
the strips may be provided with a cap ¢® to
form a finish for the ends thereof, if desired.
The invention thus far described has ob-
viousadvantages, butpr @ctlea,lly the notched
strip, whether of one or two pieces, is greatly
improved by a,pplymcr to its notches a bead

(', covering the margin of the notch itself
and the ad,]acent pormon of the edge in which

This bead is somewhat like
Were an eye-

the notech is cut.

grally unite them with each othel and with
the cut portion of the eyelet-tube, the struc-
ture thus formed would be appr oximately the
bead here employed. I have found it inex-

o

The ends of

65

pensive and very satisfactory to form the

bead, in place, of celluloid, which rigidly

“unites with the parts upon which it 1S placed

Whatever its material, the bead or half-eye-

‘let gives a smooth rounded surface over the
margin of the noteh and also over the adja-

cent por tions of the edge in which the notch
is cut.

notches, and, as it 1ests against the edwe of
the band ¢, ittransmits strain directly the T etO

I claim as new and desire to secure b_} Let—
ters Patent—
1. The combination mth Q. ﬂemble lwcmﬂ"-

..Stup having along one margin sen*menta,l
notches, of Lhe 110‘1d1y-a,ttauhed beada, or half-

ey'elets, covering the margins of the notches
andthe 1mmedmtelv a,d;]a,cent portions of the
edge in which the notches are cut.

5. The combination with the flexible tubu-

lar casing provided with the notches along

30

Where the casing is used, the bead
| firmly unites the edges formed by cuttmw the

- g0
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575,387

one margin, of the narrow band inserted in | the band filling the internal space between
the casing between the inner limits of the | said beads and the oppositeside of the casing.
notches and the opposite side of the casing.

3. The combination with the flat tubular MARY H. BORTREEL.
casing having the segmental notches cut in VWitnesses: .
one margin, of the beads covering and unit- GEORGE W. THOMPSON,

ing the edges formed by such cutting, and JOHN R. T'HOMPSON.
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