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1o all whom it may concern:

- Beit known that we, Lours BRELAZ and
BERTHE BRELAZ NAUDE, citizens of the Re-
public of Switzerland, residing at Morges,

‘5 Switzerland, have invented cerfain new and

useful Improvements in Ladies’ Skirt-Hold-
ers, of which the following is a specification.

The invention consists of an improved de-
vice (intended to be fixed to the skirt) for

10 holding up ladies’ skirts and fixed to the skirt

akimbo. We are aware that a large number

of devices intended for the same purpose have

been invented before, but they generally fail
to seize the folds of skirts firmly, especially

15 in cases where the latter be made of a heavy

cloth.

- Ourimproved deviceis constructed in view

of being able to seize and firmly retain a suf-
ficient number of folds of the skirts, even if

20 the latter are made of thick and heavy cloth.
The traction upon the device resulting from.

the weight of said cloth tends to firmly tighten
the grip forming part of the said device. The
latter is composed of two distinet portions—

25 first, the grip, formed of a spring-shaped body

having two rigid arms to which is hinged the
grip proper, formed of a crank-lever intended
to bear with one of its arms against the rigid
portion of the spring-shaped body and to press

- 30 with 1ts other arm the folds of the skirt which

are to be held up against the spring-shaped
portion of said body; second, the chain in-
tended to be fixed akimbo and which supports
the grip, so that it is held in proper position

35 without danger of the chain winding around

the body of the wearer. §
In view of the nature of the invention being

- the better understood we will now proceed to

describe it with reference to the accompany-

10 Ing drawings, which make a part of the pres-.
~ent application. |

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
-shows the whole of the holding-up-skirt de-
vice, the ends of the chain being connected to

45 the rings of the latter so as to form two dis-
tinct lashes, one of which is intended to be

fixed akimbo in the manner of a waist-ribbon.
Fig. 2 is a side elevation, on a larger scale, of
‘the open grip. Fig. 8 is a similar elevation
~ Inall the figures similar letters of reference
refer to similar parts.

The grip is composed of a spring-shaped
body A, having suitable corrugations at ¢ and
two rigid arched arms A’ and A? and a head-
piece A™, provided with several holes at, in-

‘tended to be connected to a chatelaine B, the

other end of which is connected to a plate C.
To the ends of the arched arms A’ and A?there
are riveted the pivots d' d? of the crank-lever
intended to seize and support the folds of the
skirts, the said pivots d’ d? being free to ro-
tate in the said ends of the arms A’ and A2
T'he said crank-lever is formed of an arm D,

having the same arched form as the said arms ¢

A’ and A?and being provided with an outeut
dv, intended to allow the lady to insert her
finger into it when the grip is to be opened
for releasing the skirts. The said arm D of
the crank-lever is further provided with two
shoulders d® and d*, intended to hook them-
selves to the top of the body-piece A, as shown
in Kig. 3. D’
bent at a snbstantially right angle with re-
spect to the arm D, and it projects toward the

corrugated portion of the spring-shaped por-

tion of the body-piece A.

Now it will be seen that when the arm D
1s In the position shown in Fig. 2 one may en-
gage the folds of the skirts between the arm
D’ and the spring-shaped part of the body-
piece A, and that when the said arm D is
thrown from its position shown in Fig. 2 to
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The arm D' of the crank-lever is
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its position shown in Fig. 3 the said folds of

the skirt will be strongly pressed against the

corrugated portion of the spring-shaped body

A, and that the shoulders d* and d* being

hooked, as shown in Figs. 1 and 8, to the right

and the left of the head-piece A* of the said
spring-shaped body A, the clutch will ver
firmly clasp and
skirts. | -

Lo the plate C there are connected two

retain the said folds of the

chains E and T, each of which is provided
with a certain number of larger rings e and f,

respectively, and with a spring-hook et and

ST, respectively, in view of allowing the lady
to hook the end of each of the said chains E

and I to either of the rings for ¢, respectively,
as shown in Fig. 1, forming two lashes, the
one of which is intended to be fixed akimbo
like a waist-ribbon. | |
Having thus fully described our invention,

|l we claim—
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An improved device for holding up ladies’
skirts,comprising a grip, consistingof a spring
body-piece A provided with transverse cor-

rugations, arched arms A’extending from one |

end of said body-piece, and head A* extend-
ing beyond the bases of sald arms, in combi-
nation with a cranked or bent lever D, D/,
corresponding in curvature to the arched
arms and pivotally supported between the
sald arms, sald lever having at its outer end
a recess or cut-away portion and provided
with two shoulders or projections d* at the
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sides of said recess which are adapted to
spring over the body A at both sides of the

head AT, substantially as set forth. I5
In testimony whereof we have signed our

names to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

LOUIS BRELAZ. )
BERTHE BRELAZ NAUDL.

Withesses:
K. IMER SCHNEIDER,
TH. IMER.
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