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o all whom it may concern:

- BeitknownthatI, Lovuis H. BRITTON, a citi-

: zen of the United Sta,tes restding at L1sb0n

in the county of Columbmna and State - of'

5 Ohio, haveinvented new and useful Improve-
ments in Artificial Straws for Imbibing Bev-
erages, of WIlIC]] the follomnﬂ* 1S a spemﬁca-—
thIl
- This inv entmn 1elates to ar tificial sm AWS

10 or tubes designed for imbibing beverages,
~ such as Wmes hquors SOCIEL-—WFLIS@I lemomde

~ and the like.

The object of my present 111VenL1011 is to.

provide a new and improved artificial straw
15 or tube for the purpose stated which possesses

~ a desirable fiexibility that renders it suscep-

~ tible of being bent when placed in the liquid

- contained in a glass or receptacle in such

manner that the upper end portion of the

- 20 straw or tube will extend or project laterally
with reference to the glass or receptacle, so
~that it can be taken 1111:0 the mouth in an

easy, natural, and convenient manner, which
| is advantamous over prior articles. desmned
25 for the same purpose which cannot be prac-
ticably bent.

The invention also has for its object to 1)1 0-

vide a new and improved artificial straw or.
tube for the purpose stated which can be

LT

- 30 made very thin, while possessing sufficient

- rigidity or stiffness to stand upr 1@11‘0 n a glass
of liguid, and which will not collapse and melt |

immediately on being taken into the mouth,
will not dissolve out particles and ther eb3
35 make the article defective, and which, after
serving its purpose of conducting 11qu1d from
a n*lass to the mouth, can be consumed by the
user as an ameea,ble chewing-gum.
These obJects are accomplished in the man-
- 40 ner and by the means hereinafter described,
- and pointed out in the claim.
In the accompanying drawing the figure is
- a side elevation of a glass contamlnﬂ' llqmd
and in which the ar tlﬁcml fatra,w or tube 18
45 placed.
In carrying my invention 111130 effeet I form

a homogeneous mass composed of chicle or

othel chewmg -gum, flour, glucose, grain-
sugar, starch, and gum- tolu or some other
5@ partmlly or Wholly 1nsoluble gum. The pro-

‘what stiff characteristic.

;'pmtlons of the several mf:-wdlents should be -

such as to produce a paste possessing a some-
"T'his homogeneous
mass 1s forced, under considerable pressure,

-through a die specially constructed for the ss

purpose. - The pressure compacts the homo-
geneous mass or paste into a hard tube,which,
aftel being dried, possesses. sufﬁclenﬂs ﬂeﬂ-
bility to be more or less bent to.suit the wishes

~of the person while imbibing the llqmd but 60

is sufficiently rigid to stand upun‘ht In a glass.

- The ﬂemblllty of the straw or tube 1esu1t—
ing from the pecuhal eomposmon of the mass
from which it is made is very desirable, use-
ful, and advantageous in that either before"’"és
or aftel the straw or tube has been placed in

‘the glass of liquid the upper end portion can

be bent from the position indicated by dotted
lines tothe position shown in full lines, where-
by the tube may be taken into the mouth in o
an easy, natural, and convenient manner,
which result ::11111013 be accompllsheﬂ with
ordinary ar tlﬁcml stlaws or tubes now in the
market. | |
The artificial straw or tube. made as de- y5
scribed possesses the 1equ1&1te degree of sta- =
bility, so that while immersed in the liquid it
will not speedily dlsqolve, and, furthermore,
the particles of saccharin matter will not be -

. dissolved out and leave the tube perfomted 80
‘and wholly useless for the purpose in hand.

“An artificial straw or tube composed of
chewing-gum and a reducing-paste is not
commercially useful unless it can be made of

comparatively small diameterand have a thin 85 -

wall and also possess a certain stability and
moderate flexibility, coupled with sufficient
rigidity, so that while it can be easily bent
by the user to the position, for example, rep-
1esented in the drawing, it will stand upright go
in a glass of liguid, while no part of the com-
posmon will be quickly dissolved out and
make small perforations in the tube, which
would render it useless. o

An artificial straw or tube made accmdmﬂ' 95
to my invention meets all the 1eqmlement%_ |
above mentioned and provides an. article

which will fulfil all the conditions required of
a tube for imbibing a beverage and that can
be subsequenﬂy eonsumed as a chewing-gum,

100



o | , 75,206

IO

thus serving two entirely distinet uses, as
well as furnishing a very attractive induce-
ment to customers. |

The composition may have added thereto
any aromatic or other desired flavoring sub-
stance, so that the taste and odor of the bev-
erage, if wine or other liquid is used, may be
wholly removed from the mouth by subse-
quently chewing the tube.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is—

An artificial straw or tube for imbibing

beverages, consisting of a homogeneons mass |

' of chewing-gum, flour, glucose, grain-sugar

and starch, and possessing the characteristics 13

of flexibility, which enables it to be bent,and

semirigidity which enablesit to stand upright

in a glass of liquid, substantially as described.
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set

my hand in presence of two subscribing wit- 20

nesses. |

LOUIS H. BRITTON.

Witnesses:
- W. W. THOMPSON,
J. I'. ADAMS.
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