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To all wiony it may concern.:
I3e it known that I, HENRY L. BUXTON, of

| Milwa’u];ee, in the county of Milwaukee and

dState of Wisconsin, have invented certain
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new and useful Improvements in Mateh Cases
and Lighters; and I do hereby declare that
the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
scription of the invention, which,will enable
others skilled in the art to which it pertains
to make and use the same, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, and to

form a part of this specification.
The main object of my invention is to pro-

vide a receptacle or case and lighter adapted

for use with globular matches, whereby a case
of small compass will containacomparativel y
large supply of matches, which may Dbe 12~
nited one at a time bya simple manipulation
and will burn a sufficient length of time under

various conditions, such asin a high wind, for

various purposes, such as lighting cigars, &e.
It consists of certain novel features in the
construction and -arrangement of the compo-
nent parts of the case and lighter, as herein-
after particularly described, and pointed out
in the claims. |
In the accompanying drawings like letters
designate the same parts in the several fig-
ures. |

- Figurelisalongitudinal section of a mateh

- case and lighter embodying my invention.
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Fig. 2 is a medial longitudinal section on the

line 2 2, Fig. 1. TFig. 3 is a cross-section on
the line 3 3, Fig. 1. TFig. 4 is a longitudinal
section on the line 4 4, Fig. 1, of a portion of
the case, showing the ejector. Fig. 5 is a
similar section on the line 5 5, showing the
catch and releasing device of the igniter.
Kig. 6 is a detail view, on an enlarged scale,
of the pocket or cavity for holding a single
match to be ignited; and Fig. 7 is a front
elevation of the case.

A designates the case, which may be made
like or similar to an ordinary poeket match-
case, of sheet metal or any suitable material,
and provided with a spring-closed cover «.
Itis formed or provided with a funnel-shaped
bottom or converging walls b, which terminate
above and close to a pocket or cavity ¢ of suf-
ficient size to receive and hold a single glob-
ular match. g |

the letters of reference marked thereon, which

|

D is a thin plate orslide constituting a cut-
off and igniter and movable transversely in
the lower portion of the case between the
open end of the converging bottom b and the
pocket or cavity ¢. It projects at one end
through an opening in the case and is Pro-
vided on the outside with a suitable thumb-
piece or head . It is also formed with an
opening d’, which registers with the opening

in the bottom 0 and the pocket or cavity ¢

when the slide is thrust into the case, and is
of sufficient size to permit the passage of a
single match at a time from the receptacle
above into the cavity below it. eisa spring
attached to any convenient part of the case
and engaging with said slide, which it tends
to move outwardly. The slide is thickened
and roughened on the under side at or near
the end opposite the head d, as at d?, Figs.
1 and 3, so as to engage the upper side of a
match held in pocket ¢ when the slide is re-
leased and is thrust outwardly by the spring
e and after the opening d' passes the open-
ing in the bottom b. The upper side of the
slide is made smooth, so as not to abrade and
ignite the match in the receptacle above it,
and serves to close the opening between the
pocket ¢ and said receptacle and to prevent
the burning match in the pocket from ignit-
ing the matches in said receptacle.

A spring-catch fis arranged inside of the
case to pass over an incline on and engage a

notchin said slide and hold it in the position

shown in Fig. 1 with the spring e strained
and the opening d' directly opposite the
pocket. A push-button F, bearing at its in-
nerendagainst said spring-catch and project-
ing at its outer end through an opening in
the case, serves to release said slide. An
opening ¢’, somewhat smaller than the size of
the globular mateches, is formed in the side of
the case directly opposite the pocket with
which it communicates and permits the in-
gress of air and the egress of the flame of a
burning match.  Around this opening on the
outside of the case is formed a rim or guard
C, which serves to shield the flame and to
prevent its being extinguished by a strong
wind or draft. It alsoservesinlighting a ci-

gar to guide and hold the end of the cigar in
place. | | .
G is an ejector consisting of a pin or push-
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buiton projecting at its inner end into an
opening in the back side of pocket ¢ in line
with the opening ¢’ on the front side of the
case and at its opposite end through anopen-
ing in the back side of the case. It is held
normally in a retracted position, as shown in
Figs. 2 and 3, by-a spring ¢g. It operates,
when thrust by the thumb or finger into the
case, to eject the residuum of a burned mateh
through the opening ¢ and clear the poclket
¢ for another matceh. The pocket ¢ may be
roughened, as shown in Fig. 6, to insure the
lighting of a mateh therein in case the rough-
ened portion d*of the slide or igniter fails to
ignite 1t.

n n designate matches adapted for use 1n
connection with the case and lighter herein-
before described. They are made in globular
form and are composed of-any suitable com-
bustible and igniting materials which will
produce a flame of the desired duration and
will be ignited by friction or percussion.

The operation of my invention may be de-
sceribed as follows: The case being supplied
with matches of the kind mentloned and

“held in the position shown in Figs. 1 and 7,

and the slide D being held by thespring- cateh
£ in the position shown in I'i ig. 1, so as to per-

‘mit a match to drop into pocliet ¢, the but-

30 ton I is depressed with the thumb, thereby
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releasing said slide,which is instantly thrown
outward by the spring e, closing the opening
between said pocket and the 1*1::1‘5011 -recepta-
cle, and thereupon forcing the thickened and
roughened portion df on said slide across the
top of the mateh in said pocket. The matceh
is thus ignited and bm'ns, and the flame issu-
ing from the opening ¢*in the side of the case
1S bmuﬂht in contact with the object to Dbe
lighted. The slideD being held by thespring
e in its outer position, separates the pocket
from the match-receptacle and prevents the
burning match from igniting the matches in
said receptacle. When themateh has burned
out, the refuse is ejected from the pocket by
thrusting the pin or button G inward with
the thumb or finger. The slide is thenthrust
back into the case by pressing on the head or
thumb-piece d, and is engaged and held by
the spring-catch fin the position shown in
IYig. 1, anothermatch droppinginto the pocket
¢-as soon as the opening d' is brought op-
posite said pocket. T'he device is now set

and ready for immediate use when required.

I do not wish to be understood as limiting
myself to the details of construction and ar-
rangement herein shown and deseribed for

the purpose of illustrating my invention, as
they may be variously modified within the
spirit and intended scope of the invention.

I claim—

1. The combination with a globular mateh,
of a receptacle having converging walls ter-
minating in or near a pocket or cavity of suffi-
cient size to hold one match only, and a cut-
off and igniter movable between said recep-
tacle and pocket, substantially as and for the
purposes set forth.

2. The combination in a case for globular
matches,of a receptacle terminating in ornear
a pocket or cavity of sufficient size to contain
but a single mate¢h, a spring-actuated igniter
and cut-off movable between said pocket and
receptacle, acateh for holding said igniterand
cut-off in normal position, and a releasing de-
vice for disengagingsaid cateh from saidslide,
substantially asand for the purposesset forth.

3. The combination in a case for globular
matches, of a matech-receptacle h..-w:mfr con-
verging walls terminating in or neara pocket
or cavity of sufficient size to hold a single
mafeh, a cut-off and igniter movable between
said receptacle and pocket and an ejector for
removing the residuum of burned matches
from said pocket, substantially as and for the
purposes set forth.

4. The combination in a case for globular
matches, of a match-receptacle, a pocket or
cavity opposite an opening in said receptacle
of sufficient size to admit but a single mateh,
and an igniting deviee arranged to operate
upon the match in said poc,ket said case hav-
ing an opening into said pocket of smaller size
than one of the matches, substantially asan d
for the purposes set for th

5. The combination in a case for globular
matches, of areceptacle for holding anumber
of matches, a pocket or cavity having com-
munication therewith and of sufficient size to
hold but one mateh, and an igniter arranged
to operate upon the mateh in said pocket
without effect upon the matches in said recep-
tacle, said case being provided with a lateral
opening into said p_ockeb of smaller size than
an individual matceh, and a shield surround-
ing sald opening, substantially as and for the
purposes set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I affix my signature in presence of
two witnesses.

| HENRY L. BUXTON.
Witnesses:

CHAS. L. GOSS,
M. L. EMERY.
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