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To all whomv it may concerwn:

Be it known that I, HENRY L. CHENERY,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Deering, in the county of Cumberland and
State of Maine, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Plate-Holders;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which 1t appertains to make and
use the same.

My invention relates to improvements in
holders for photographic plates and is espe-
clally adapted for the easy manipulation of
plates in the developing-pan, wash-bath, and
hypo solution and may be as readily used
as a drying-rack, saving thereby the usual
amount of fingering and handling that for-
merly has been necessary in the process of
developing a negative.

It consists of arectangular frame provided
with notches at regular distances to recelve
one edge of a plate and a series of flat springs
also provided with notches and adapted tore-
celve the bottom edge of the plate, and in
certain other details of construction which
will be hereinafter more fully set forth.

In the drawing herewith accompanying and
forming a part of this application the figure
represents a perspective view of myimproved
holder, the dotted lines showing a plate in
position and the position the springs assume
when a plate is in position.

Same letters refer to like parts.

In said drawing, A represents two uprights,
joined at their top and bottom ends by cross-

- pileces B and C, respectively, and provided
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with similar shoulders D, the shoulders on
one upright corresponding to the shoulders
on the other and each series higher or more
distant from the base C, overhanging the one
next below, thus being enabled to receive
and hold firmly plates varying in size from
one commonly known as a ‘‘four-by-five”
plate to one commonly known as an “‘eight-
by-ten.” Attached to the bottom C of the
rectangular frame by means of rivets E and
firmly attached thereto ave flat springs F and
(x. I usually attach these springs to the base
in order that plates varying in size may be
more easlly inserted in the holder. As the

ner spring I' does not extend so far out-
wardly or upwardly as the outer spring, a
plate too large for the inner spring can be
fitted into the notches H in the spring G, the

- spring G pushed downwardly so as to allow

the plate to fit within the shoulders, so that
all the pressure is brought upon the plate by
the spring (&, the spring K not bearing at all
against the edge of it. Thetop of the holder
i1s cut away, as at J, so as to allow the thumb
to be inserted under the plate toeasilyremove
1t from the holder and also to allow a plate of
the largest size to be easily ﬁtted Into the
holder.

The operation of my improved device is as
follows: After the plate has been exposed

ife

and removed from the camera plate-holder

the plate is then placed within the notch in
the springs attached to the Dbottom of this
holder, the spring pushed downwardly, and
the plate allowed torest against the shoulders
formed on the upright portions. The holder
containing the plate can then be putinto the
developing-pan, into the wash-bath, and into
the hypo solution, and also washed and hung
up without touching the plate 1tself at a,ll
thereby reducing to a minimum fthe dannel
of scarring and seratching the film on the
plate and preventinﬂ* the eonsequent frilling
thereof.

The advantages of my impr oved holder are

75

30

that 1t is eh_eap to construct and simpleinits

use. |
Having thus deseribed my invention and its
use, I claim—

1. Tn a plate-holder in combination, a rec-
tangular frame provided with shoulders onits

sides and springs attached thereto and pro-

vided with noteches in the end for the recep-
tion of the plate, an offset in the top of said
frame and means for holding the said frame
as desired, substantially as and for the pur-
poses set forth.

2. In a plate-holder in combination, a rec-
tangular frame provided with shoulders on
twosildes each series overhanging the one next
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below, springs attached to the bottom of said

frame and provided with notchesin theirends
for the reception of a plate, an offset in the
top of said frame and means for holding the

sald frame, substantially as and for the pur-
poses set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my swuatme
in presence of two witnesses, this “813]1 day of
March, A. D. 1896.

HENRY L. CIIL\ ERY.

Witnesses:

KELGIN C. VERRILL,
NATHAN CLIFFORD.
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