'(--NoModel.)
E. LYTTON.

- ~ TABLEAUX CURTAIN.
‘No. 574,6562. . _ Pa,tented Jan 5, 1897.

FIG.l.

Sope,

(3

~

fffffffﬁf LSS #ffffffffifffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffff?ffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffff{.?;{fffffffffffffffffffffff fffgf_’?fffﬁ_f J"In-"'.} ;‘" =

ady < 5_?7\"\1 :-:.-{’ .ﬁ // i) E:;"/ : - \ ' =2
:{d b‘? - ' Aﬁ ?-:ﬁ\.‘ : E'-':‘...é | \h\‘l- ﬁ/é 1&1‘ ﬁr’é {';“ | Pl

THE NORRIS PETERS CO., PHOTO-LITHO., WAEH!HETI:IH, D. C.

-

- I ..- “ﬁlhﬂlrl“-;-—lhlln.... TR P L




10

5

20

30

35

40

45

5O

UNITED STATES

'EDWARD LYTTON, OF LONDON, I

PATENT OFFICE.

ENGLAND.,

TABLEAU-CURTAIN.

SPECIFICATION forming part {‘sf Letters Paten* No. 574,552, dated January 5, 1897.

Applmfttlon filed September 29, 1896, Serial No, 607, 808. (Nﬂ model,) Patented in

England Fehruary 13,1896, No. 3,249,

911[1 in France August 18, 1896.

—

To all whom & may concerr:
3eit known that I, EDWARD LYTTON, a citi-

zen of the United Iunﬂdom of Great Britain
and Ireland, residing at DBedford Street,
Strand, London, in the county of Middlesex,
England, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Tableau-Curtains, (for
which I have recelved DBritish patent, No.

3,249, dated February 13, 1896, and I‘leneh
pment dated August 13, 1896,) of which the

following is a %peelﬂc(ztmn

This invention relates to theatrical stage-
curtains of the kind generally known as ‘“ ta-
bleau-curtains;” and itschief object1s to pro-
vide means to insure that the curtains will
completely meet or slightly overlap, no mat-
ter at what speed they are closed or are al-
lowed to close. In carrying these improve-

‘ments into effect the two parts which form

the complete curtain are suspended from their
upperedges in the usual or any suitable man-
ner. To a convenient part of each curtain,

preferably at or near the inner lower eomer,
18 attached one end of a jointed rod or arm

the other end of which is hinged or pivoted
to the side of the proscenium or to the stage.
A cord, chain, or the like is attached to the
end of each arm or to the curtain at or near
the point where they are connected and passes
oversuitableguide-pulleys to the wing, where
16 18 operated to raise and lower the curtain.

I will more particularly describe my said
invention with reference to the accompanying
drawings, in which—

Figure 1 represents my improvements ap-
plied to a pair of tableau-curtains as seen
from the stage. Fig. 21is a plan view, and
KFigs. 3 and 4 are side elevations of the joint
1n the arms.

The curtain consists, as usual, of two parts
A and B, suspended along their top edges from
the top of the proscenium. In their closed
position they actually meet or slightly over-
lap. Two jointed arms or rods C D are re-
spectively pivoted or hinged each at one end
to the stage or to the proscenium at or near 7,
and at the other end they are attached to the
curtains at or near the inner edges and the
bottoms, as indicated.

At or near the point of connection of each
arm withits curtain there is attached oneend
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each of which passes diago-
nally thr ounhpulde -rings ¢, sewed on the cur-
tains, to guide-pulleys p at the back of the
proscenium over the wings. Each of these
cords may be operated separately to open and
close the curtains; but it is preferred to lead
one of them around its guide-pulley to the
opposite wing, where 1t is connected to the
other, as shown in the figures, so that both
curtains arc simultaneously operated by the
connected cords at one wing. At the operat-
ing end the pendent cord or cords may be
welghted to balance the weight of the cur-
tains as nearly as may be.

In describing the action of the jointed rods
I will refer to one curtain only, it being un-
derstood that the other curtain is simultane-
ously operated in precisely the same way.

For the curtain A the jointed arm C con-
sists of two links ¢ d, hinged together at e.
The wing end of the parb d is hinged, pref-
erably, to the stage at f.+ The other end of
the part ¢ 1s connected to the curtain close
to its edge and near the bottom at k. When
the curtain is down, if the cord be pulled the
Jointed arm begins to move upon its pivot,
thus raising the inner lower corner of the cur-
Du ring the first part of the movement
the part ¢ acts principally as a link to trans-
mit the motion of the cord to the part d.

When the latter has reached or approached-

a vertical position, as may be governed by
the relative lengths of the parts ¢ and d, the
continued lift of the cord causes the part ¢
also to turn upon the hinge ¢, thus complet-
ing the lift of the curtain, which at the end
of the lift will be gracefully draped.

The edges of the curtains next the wings

may be provided with rings to slide upon the
cord or rod N as they lift, or equivalent de-
vices may be used for preventing those edges
of the curtains f1 om moving towmd the cen-

The jointed arms or rods nmy.be Vm*lously
proportioned and constructed; but I have
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found the form illustrated to produce most

satisfactory results. The hinged part of one

of these rods 18 separately shown on an en-

larged scale in plan and elevation, respec-
tively, by Ifigs. 2 and 3. With the shown
construction the rod cannot fold to less than
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abont a right angle, as shown by Fig. 4. The
precise anule below which the rod cannot fold
is not of very great importance and wiil be
defermined by the relative lengths of the two

parts ¢ d. The object is that whenever the
curtain is lowered the part cineclines upward
from the pointof its connection with the cur-
tain to the joint e, as thus a kind of lock 1s
set up, and the center edges of the curtains
cannot be laterally displaced except by means
of the cord. The weight of the arm C tends
to straighten it and to maintain the lock. 1
wish it to be understood, however, that I may
use jointed rods with 01dumry lnuﬂes and of
such lengths that when the curtain is lowered
they will lie nearly horizontally. If, how-
ever, there is not, when the curtain is low-
ered, a slight upwud bend or knee at the
joint e, tllele may be trouble in raising the
curtain.

The curtains may be arranged to just meet
each other when lowered; buf usually they
will slightly overlap, and for this purpose the
]011‘11:@(1 arms on the respective curtains may
be arranged with their ends slightly out of
line with each other to permit the overlap.

Itisimportantthat the jointed arms should
be able to move in a vertical plane only, and
for this purpose the hinges and joints may be
made long and strong.

If it be desired to replace the curtains by
an ordinary drop-curtain at times, their top
edeoes may be attached to a batten L, which
can, when required, be lifted with the cur-
tains into the flies.

While I have described and shown my in-
vention as applied to a curtain having two
parts meeting at a central line, yet it is evi-
dent that a smnle curtain can be operated
equally well, 1f desired.

Having now particularly deseribed and as-
certained the nature of my said invention and
in what manner the same is to be performed,
I declare that what I elaim is

1. The combination with a tableau-curtain,
of a jointed arm pivotally attached to the cur-
tain at or neav its inner edge, the other end
of the arm being pivotally attached to a sta-
tionary support, substantially as described.

. The combination with a tableau-curtaln,
of a jointed arm pivotally attached tothe cur-
tain at ornearitsinner lower corner, the other
end of the arm Dbeing pivotally attached to
a stationary support at one side of the stage,
substantially as described.

574,552

3. The combination with a tableau-curtain,
of an arm composed of two links hinged t0-
cether, one link being pivotally attached to
the curtain, and the othel to & statlonary sup-
port, said links being arranged to movein an
u pl ight planeonly,su bstantially as deseribed.

The combination with a tableau-curtain,
of an arm composed of two links hinged Lo-
oether, one link being pivotally att&ehed to
the (,urtmn, and the other to a stationary sup-
port, said links being of such a length as to
stand at an angie to efwh other When the cnr-
tain 1s down, faubsmntmlly as described.

5. The combination with a tableau- curtain,
of an arm composed of two links, one pwot-—
ally attached to the curtain, and Lhe other to
a stationary support, said links being hinged

together by a joint which prevents Lhem 1'1 Ol
foldlnn together beyond a predetermined an-
ole, Sllb%bﬂﬂthﬂl} as described.

6. The combination with a tableau-cur tain,
of a jointed arm having one end pivotally .:LL-

tached to the curtain :Llld the other end piv-
otally attached to a stationary support, and a
lifting-cord attached at or near the inner end
of the arm and running diagonally toward
the upper outer corner of the curtain, sub-
stantially as described.

7. The combination with a tableau-curtaln,
of a jointed arm pivotally attached to the cur-
tain and to a stationary support, a cord for
lifting the inner end of said arm, and means
for retaining the outer edge ot the curtain in
a given upright position, sub%ammll} as de-
scribed. |

8. In tableau - curtains, the combination
with the parts A, B, thereof, of the arms C,
D, composed of links ¢ d hinged together at
¢ and pivotally attached to the parts A I3 at
t and to the stage at 7, the rings ¢ on the
parts A, BB, the cords Il I' attached to the
parts A B at & and running through the rings
g, the upright rods /2 to w hich the outer edﬂ'e%
of the parts A DB are loosely attached, and
the batten L to whichthe upper edges of the
parts A B are attached, sub&tmﬂmlly as deﬂ-
scribed.

In testimony that I claim the foregmng as
my invention I have signed myname, in pres-
ence of two witnesses, this 2d day of Septem-
ber, 1890. |

EDWARD LYTTON.
Withesses:
JOHN WILLIAM AMALLETT,

IFREDERICK STOCKTON.
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