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Beitknown thatI, JOHN B. BARTHOLOMEW,

a citizen of the United States, residing at_

Des Moines; in the county of _Polk and State
of Iowa, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Extensible Poles for Sepa-
rators, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

This invention relatesto an improved draft
device particularly extended for use in con-
nection with threshing - machines. Some-
times 1t 1s necessary to t1 ansport such a ma-
chine from place to place by means of horses,
and it is then desirable that the tongue and
other parts connected therewith should be in
one relation to said other parts, and at other
times it is necessary to couple the threshing-

machine to a steam traction-engine, and it-

becomes necessary then, in order to transport
the thresher most easily, that the tongue
should be placed in another position with re-
spect to the hounds and the other parts of
the machine, and it is necessary under all
circumstances to have these parts of the ma-
chine so constructed and related that they
shall be extremely strong and capable of flex-
ure both vertically and laterally without un-
due strain upon those parts which eifect the
connecting of the tongue to the vehicle.

Figure 1 is a plan view of a draft device
embodying my features of 1mprovement.
Fig. 2 is a plan view of the same when the
parts are adjusted for connection with a
steam-engine. Fig. 3 is a view showing the
tongue a,nd houuds in side elevation and the
whiffletree in section. Fig. 4 i8 a cross-sec-
tion on the line x x, Fig. 1.

The pole proper is indicated by 16. Itisat
the rear end placed between the hounds 17
17. The latter are at their rear ends secured
to the cross-bar 18 and project forward from
it far enough to give a strong lateral bracing
support to the tonﬂ'ue proper.

19 19 are the bra,ee-rods bolted to the cross-
bar 18 at their rear ends and at the front they
are bolted by means of a cross-rod at 28, the
latter passing entirely through the hounds
17 17.

In order to firmly bind together the front
ends of the hounds 17 and also provide a stift
cuideway for the rear end of the tongue, I
employ cross plates or bars 24 and 25, there
being one of each above the parts 17, and be-
low them there is a series of the bars 25. A

guideway is thus formed for the rear end of .

the tongue between the side parts 17 17 and
the top “and bottom ¢ross plates or bars 24 25.

The whiffletree is held by the pivot 22. As
oreat strain is imparted to the draft mechan-
ism at this point when horses are used it 1s
necessary to provide a reinforcement, which
is accomplished by using a straddle-bracket
23, which is elevated at its center above the
surface of the tongue and is bolted to the
hounds 17 under the whiitletree, and a sup-
plemental straddle-bracket 21, which has bi-
furcated arms that are bolted to the hounds
considerably in the rear of the whiffletree and
have an elevated plate 29, which lies over the
latter, this bracket being arranged to permit
free oscillation of the whiffletree. The bolt
22 passes through the top plate 29, the whilifle-
tree and the straddle-bracket 23 allowing the
whiffletree to swing freely above and the
tongue to slide freely below.

In order to allow the tongue to be fastened
in either of the positions, I provide apertures
for the pin or bolt at 26 at at least two points,
as shown.

I am aware of the fact that ad;]ustable
tongues, broadly considered, have been used
or proposed in various forms, but I believe
myself to be the first to have provided a draft
mechanism having the parts constructed and
related as herein described, including the ad-
justable tongue and the independently-sup-
ported whiffletree held and arranged in the
manner set forth.

YWhat I claim 1s—

In the running-gear of a threshing-ma-
chine, the combination of the hounds 17 17
extending forward from said running-gear,
the cross bracing-plates 24 at the front of the
hounds, the bracing-plates 25 above and be-
low the hounds and behind the front ends
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the straddle-bracket 21 having the top plate
29, the straddle-bracket 23, the whiffletree

pivoted between the said brackets, and the
tongue adapted to be adjusted forward and
back in the guideway between the hounds 17
and the bracing- plates 24, 25, and passing
freely under the whiffletree and the straddle-
brackets, and the bolt 26 for securing it in

elther of two positions, Substantl.ally as sef
forth.

JOHN B. BARTHOLOMEW.

Witnesses:
C. C. BULKLEY,
. R. GREEN.
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