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Lo all whonm it mai concern.:

Be it known that I, THoMAS GREGG CUN-
NINGHAM, & citizen of the United States, re-
siding at Fayetteville, in the county of Lin-
coln and State of Tennessee, have invented
anew and useful Mail-Bag Fastener, of which
the following is a specification.

The invention relates to improvements in

mail-bag fasteners. -
The object of the present invention is to
improve the construction of fastening devices
for mail-bags and to facilitate the operations
of locking and unlocking and to enable them
to be rapidly performed. '
T’he invention consists in the construction

~ and novel combination and arrangement of
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parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated
in the accompanying drawings, and pointed
out in the claim hereto appended.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a portion of amail-bag provided with
a fastener constructed in accordance with

-~ this Invention. Fig. 2 is a sectional view
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taken longitudinally of the fastener and
showing the partslocked. Iig. 3 isa similar
view, the parts being unlocked. TFig. 4is a

sectional view of the inner ends of the lock-.

ing-bars. I'ig. 5 is a detail perspective view
of one of the locking-bars. TFig. 6 is a simi-
lar view of one of the tubular guides.

1 designates a pair of similar front side
plates arranged at the upper edge of a mail-

- bag 2 and provided with slots or openings 3,
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extending longitudinally of the mail-bag and
adapted toreceive loops or staples4, mounted
on the rear side of the mail-bag, preferably
by means of plates 5 and 6. The plates 5 are
arranged on the outer face of the rear side of
the mail-bag and are rectangular and are
located at opposite sides of the center; and

‘the plate 6 is oblong and is located at the

center of the rear side of the bag and spans
the intervening space between the adjacent
ends of the front plates 1 tosupport the mail-
bag at the center of the top, when the parts
are locked, to prevent the locking mechanism
from being broken or strained at the center
or the point of attachment of a pair of lock-
ing-bars 7 and 8. |

The locking-bars7 and 8 are disposed trans-
versely of the mail-bag and are mounted on
the exterior of the front plates 1, and are pro-

vided adjacent to the slots or openings with
bolts 9, offset from the body of the locking-
bars and arranged in alinement and capable
of reciprocation to engage and disengage the
staples or loops. The bolts of each locking-
bar are simultaneously reciprocated by mov-
ing the locking-bar inward and outward, and
the front plates have mounted on them or
formed integral therewith tubular housings
or casings 10, located in the spaces between
the slots, and receiving and forming guides
for the bolts. When a locking-bar is moved
inward, its bolts are caused to span the slots

or openings to engage the staples or loops,

andeach bolt projects from its casing or hous-
ing and is received in the outer end of the
adjacent housing or casing. Each casing or
housing is provided at its top with a longitu-
dinal opening to receive the lug or shank 11,
which connects the bolt with the body of the
locking-bar. |
Handles 12 are provided for enabling the
locking-bars to be readily moved inward to
cause their bolts to engage the staples, and
the locking-bars are automatically separated
or thrown outward to release the staples by
a spiral or coiled spring 13, mounted on the
locking-bar 8 and adapted to be compressed
when the two locking-bars are together. |
- The locking-bar 7 is provided with a suit-
able key-operated lock 14, arranged at the in-
ner end of the locking-bar and adapted to re-
celve and engage an arm 15, located at the
corresponding end of the other locking-bar 8.
The lock is preferably a spring-lock in order
to engage the arm 15 automatically as soon
as the locking-bars are moved inward, and
when the key 16 is turned to release the arm
15 the spring 13 operates to throw the lock-
ing-bars apart, thereby unlocking the mail-
bag. The enlargement of the locking-bar 8
i1s provided at its abutting edge with a socket,
and when the two enlargements abut the
spring is concealed within the socket. This
construction enables the mail-bag to be rap-
1dly locked and unlocked with a minimum
amount of labor on the part of the operator.
The locking-bars are supported by having
their innerends, which are enlarged toreceive
the engaging and separating mechanism, ar-
ranged 1n a pair of guides 17, preferably

| formed integral with the front plates 1 and de-
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pending therefrom and cmbracing the lower
edges of the enlarged inner ends of the loclk-
Ing-bars. '

\Vhen the mail-bag 1s unlocked, Lhe side

‘plates, as will 10&(11137 be 1111c1e1=smod, are
adapted to hold the mail-bag open in conven-

1ent position for use. | -
It will be seen that the m.:ul ba, fdatenel 1S

exceedingly simple and Inexpensive in con-

struction, that it is positive and reliable in
O[JOI‘EIUOH, and that it may be rapidly locked
and unlocked.

Changes in the form, proportion, and the

minor detmls of construction may be resorted
to withount departing from the principle or

sacrificing any of the advantages of this in-

vention, such as applying the fastener to
bags, receptacles, pouches, and the like other

than mail-bags; also, the reciprocating lock- |-

ing-bars may be arranged within a casing or
a pair of casings to protect them from the
weather and to prevent dust or other accumu- -

lation from interfering with the operation of |
thedevice; but these casings may beemployed

Or 01111Lt(_,d as may be onnd necessary or de-
sirable.

a bag provlded with ]{eeper S, a pair o _
ing Dars arranged in alinement, provided with
and having en-

‘to abut when the bars are
enlargements being provided at its abutting

554,138

What I claim is—
In a mail-bag fastener, the combination of
of loclk-

b’olts to engﬂ-ge the keepers
largements at their adjacent ends arranged

end with a sockeb a lock mounted on one of

the enlargements zmd adapted to engage the
other, a spring interposed between the abut-—-

ting edges of the enlargements, adapted to

throw the latter outward to withdraw the
bolts and being concealed in the said socket

when the barsarelocked, and guides mounted

on the bag and supporting the lower edges of
the enlargements of the locking-bars,substan-

tially as deseribed.

In testimony that I c¢laim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

T HOM AS (r]’]”(wfq CUNNINGILAM,

Witnesses:
 W. B, DAUTHAT,

J. . CUNNINGHAM.

¢ locked, one of the
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