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To all whonmv it may concerm: |
Beitknown that T, CHRISTOPHER C. THOMP-

' SON, a citizen of the United States, 1esm1111ﬂ-

at Gmyson, in the county of Carter and Sta,te
of Kentucky, have invented a new and useful
Carpet-Stretcher, of which the following isa

 specification.
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The invention relates to improvements in

carpet-stretchers.

The object of the present invention is to im-
prove the construction of carpet-stretchers
and to provide a simple and inexpensive de-

vice capable of simultaneouslystretching the

four sides or corners of a carpet and of hold-
ing the latter whileit is being tacked or other-

-wise secured to a floor.

A further object of the invention is to pro-

‘vide a carpet-stretcher which may be readily

adjusted to position the stretching-bars at the
desired angle and to enable them to be quickly
changed from one portion of a carpet to an-
other in order that a carpet may be stretched

at 1ts corners and at intermediate points be-
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“tween the same.

The invention consists in the construction
and novel combination and arrangement of

- parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated

in the accompanying drawings, :smd pointed
out in the claim hereto appended.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective

view of a carpet-—stretoher constructed in ac-
cordance with thisinvention. Fig.21is a hori-
Fig. 3 is a vertical

Likenumerals of reference designate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures of the draw-
ings.

i designates a casing, preferably circulax,

and comprising upper and lower plates 2 and

3, & ting or rim 4, interposed between the

- plates and SDacing the same, and a pair of

parallel eross-bars 5, secured to the lower
plate and the rim. The rim 4 is preferably

- secured to the lower plate to form the body

T

of the casing, and the upper plate 1s remov-

~able and forms a cap.

Within the casing are mounted sliding rack-
bars 6, arranged 1 in pairs and emendmo* dia-
metr 10&1137 across the casing, the pairs of rack-
baﬁ 8 being disposed at right angles to each
other.

“the device to carpets of diff

The rack-bars, ,thh are pmwded at |

| their inner opposite edges with teeth, are ar-

ranged 1n recesses 7 and 8 of the rim of the

casing, and the cross-bars 5 are provided with

recesses 9, which register with the recesses 7
of the rim. These recesses form ways in

which the rack-bars slide.

The rack-bars are operated by a centrally-
arranged gear wheel or pinion 10, mounted
within the casing on a vertical shaft 11 and
meshing with all four of the rack-bars and
adapted to cause the same to move outward
and inward simultaneously. The members
of each pair of rack-bars are located at op-
posite sides of the.pinion, and one pair of
rack-bars is disposed in the plane above the
other bar.

“The vertical shaft, which extends above
the casing and which is provided at 1its top
with a handle, has fixed to it a ratchet-wheel
12, located at the upper face of the top plate
and adapted to be engaged by a pivoted pawl

18, whereby the rack-bars are locked against

inward movement.

The rack-bars are provided at their outer
ends with pivotally-mounted boxes or soeck-
ets 14, receiving adjustable stretching-bars
15, extending outward from the four sides of
the casing and adapted to engage the four
sides or corners of a carpet, Whereby such
sides or corners are simultaneously stretched.
The stretching-bars are ad,]ustable to adapt
erent sizes and are
composed of inner and outer sections or bars
15 and 16, connected by loops 17, embracing
both bars or sections and secured to the inner
end of the outersection 16. The sections or
bars, which may be secured in their adjust-
ment by any suitable means, are preferably

‘provided with perforations for the reception
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of a pin for locking them at the desired ad-

311 stment. The outer section of each streteh-
ing-baris provided with a head 18, having de-

pendmn' teeth for engaging a, carpet and sup-
ported by opposite braces 19, extending from
the ends of the head to OD]_)OSHJG sides “of the

streteching-bar.
The pwoted sockets permit the stretching-

- bars to be turned to the desired an*ﬂc to en-

able them to engage a carpet at the desired
points.

The casingis provided at its lower face Wllth
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depending supports to engage a carpet to pre-
vent it from slipping durmn the operation of
stretching.

It will be seen that the carpet-stretcher is
exceedingly simple and inexpensive in con-
struction, that the rack-bars are simultane-

ously moved outward and inward by rotating
the shaft 11, and that the pawl and mtehet
will enable the rack-bar to be locked against
mward movement to hold a carpet when
stretched and while tacking or otherwise se-
curing the same to a floor.

What I claim is—

A carpet-stretcher comprising a casing com-
posed of upper and lower plates ]mvm o an

intermediate rim, said rim provided wﬂ,h two
pairs of ways arr anoed at right angles to each
other and in dlfferent horizontal planes two

pairs of rack-bars arranged in said ways, the
members of each patr e\tendmo from oppo-
site sides of the casing, a pinion mounted
within the casing and loeated between the
members of both pairs of rack-barsand mesh-
ing with and adapted to actuate all of the lat-
ter simultaneously, means for operating the
pinion and for locking the same against rota-
tion, and carpet-engaging devlees connected
with the rack- bébl"& subsmmmlly as de-
scribed.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my smnature n
the presence of two witnesses.

CIIRISTOPIIER C. THOMPSON.

Witnesses:

A. S. FERGUSON,
S. P, HAGER.
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