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To all whom tt may concern.:
Be 1t known that I, GEORGE THOMAS HIg-
GINS, a citizen of the United States, residing

at Milwaukee, in the county of Milwaukee

and State of Wisconsin, have invented new

~and useful Improvements in Head-Rests for
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‘Dental Chairs, of which the following is a

specification. o -

My invention relates to improvements in
head-rests for dental chairs, &e.

The object of my invention is to provide
means for easily adjusting the rest in any
desirable position. | | o

Inthefollowing description reference is had
to the accompanying drawings, in which-—
~ Figure 1 is a side view of my invention.
Kig. 2 is a front view of the same with the
wire cords and covering therefor broken away
to show the form of the shel'. Fig. 3 is a de-

tail section view drawn on the line 2z of Fig.

1.. Fig.41is a top view of the shell with a por-
tion of the head-plate broken away on each
side. Iig. 5 is a section view of one of the
head-plates drawn on the axis of its pivotal
supporting-pin. I'ig. 6 is a section view of
theshelldrawn on the axis of the thumb-serew
for setting the spindles. *

Like parts are identified throughout by the
same reference-letters. | | |

Alsan adjustable standard similar to those |

In common use adapted to beslidably secured
to the back of the chair. |
The shell B of the head-rest is supported
from the standard A by a tripod-support com-
posed of the spindles or stems C, the latter be-
ing provided with the balls D and D’ at each
end adapted to fit-into ball-retaining sockets
in the shell and in the horizontal plate E of
the standard A, respectively. The balls are

retained in the shell-sockets I by the retain-

ing-plate G, adjustably secured to the under
side of the shell and provided with openings
I, diverging upwardly and forming part of
the sockets F, the lower edges of said open-
ings being of less diameter than that of the
balls. |

The upper side of the plate & is provided

with a centmlly—loe&ted upwardly-projecting
flange I, adapted to fit through a slot in the

raised portion I of the shell B, and the plate

Gr is held in place and adjusted vertically by

- means of the thumb-serew J, which is pro-

vided with a tapered tip projecting through
the portion I of the shell into the eccentric-
ally-located recess K of the flange I. As the
recess I isnormally located below the center
of the serew, it is obvious that by turning in

55

the screw the flange H and plate G are forced

upwardly, thus causing the plate G to bind

‘| the balls D in the sockets F', with the shell B

adjusted to any desirable position.
For supporting the head-cushion the shell

B is provided with laterally and upwardly
projectingarms L, from which the head-plates

M are pivotally sapported by means of pLVOL-
pinsN. Theplates Mare provided with cush-

ions O and are connected by the springs P of

fine coiled wire, the latter and the space be-
tween being covered by a covering of plush or
other soft material Q. - |

1t will be observed that by providing ball-

and-socket joints at each end of the spindles.

C, as above described, I have provided means
for adjusting the head-rest in any direction,
and that by binding the balls in the upper

sockets with the plate G the spindles can be
set at any adjustment.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters

“Patent, is—

1. A head-rest consisting in the combina-
tion of asupporting-standard, a shell support-
ed from said standard by a tripod-su pport, the
spindles forming the respective members of

said tripod and connected with said shell and

standard by ball-and-socket joints, means for

locking the spindles at any desirable position

of adjustment, and suitable head-cushions
supported from said shell, substantially as de-
seribed. |

- 2. A head-rest consisting in the combina-

tion of a supporting-standard, one or more
spindles, each connected therewith by a ball-
and-socket joint, the head-cushions and the
shell arranged to support the same, said shell
being also connected with the spindle or spin-
dles by ball-and-socket joints, together with
a plate adapted to be drawn forcibly against
the under side of said shell to bind the ball
in said sockets, substantially as described.

3. A head -rest consisting in the combina-
tion with the supporting-standard, of the s pin-

dles connected therewith by ball-and-socket

joints,the shell connected with the upper ends
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of said spindles by ball-and-socket joints, the

plate provided with openings of less diameter
than said balls, adapted to fit over the pro-
jecting portions of said balls, the flange at-
tached to said plate and projecting upward
through a slot in said shell, and a screw,
adapted to engage in a recess in said flange
to draw said plate upward, and bind the balls
rigidly in the sockets, together with the head-
supporting cushionscarried by the shell, sub-
stantially as described.

4. A head -rest, consisting in the combina-
tion of the standard, and the adjustable shell

supported therefrom, the lhead - supporting
plates supported pivotally from said shell, the 13
coiled springs connecting the sides of said

plates respectively, and the covering of plush

or similar material attached to said platesand

springsand covering the space between them,

substantially as described. 20
In testimony whereof I affix my signature

in the presence of two witnesses.

GEORGE THOMAS HIGGINS.
Witnesses: -
LEVERETT C. WHEELER,
JAs. B. ERWIN.,
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