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Lo all whony it may concern.: |

Be it known that I, Amrs KRIDER, residing
at Chicago Heights, in the county of Cook and
State of Illinois, have invented a new and Im-
proved Carriage-Top Connection, of which the
following is a specification.

This invention is an improved-ca,rriage-top |

connection, the object of theinvention being

to provide means whereby the top of the vehi-

cle can be quickly and easily removed with-
out taking the same apart or without in juring
the top in any manner whatever.,

Anotherobjectis toprovide means whereby

a folding top can be quickly and easily re-
moved irom a vehicle and a canopy-top re-
placed, or vice versa. -

Ileretofore carriage - manufacturers have
been delayed in properly ironing the tops of
vehicles, inasmuch as they were not certain
whether a folding or canopy top was desired
orwould be ordered. The carriage-owner has
also been compelled to retain either a, folding

or canopy top upon his vehicle, inasmuch as

to make a change would involve too great an

expense and would require the services of a

skilled mechanic. The object of my inven-
tion is to avoid all such objections.

With these various objects in view my in-
vention consists of the peculiar construction
of the various parts and in their novel com-
bination or arrangement, all of which will be
fully described hereinafter, and pointed out
in the claim. |

Inthedrawingsforminga partof this speci-
fication, Figure 1 is a view showing a folding
vehicle - top provided with my invention.
Fig. 2 is a canopy-top provided also with my

invention. T'ig. 3isa detail perspective view

of a socket and prop connection, said prop
being disconnected from the socket. Fig. 4
Is a sectional view showing the prop and
socket connected. TFig. 5 is an inverted per-
spective view of the socket employed upon. a

~canopy-top. I'ig. 6is a sectional view of such

socket.

Referring to the drawings, A indicates the
folding top, and B the eanopy-top, and C are
the props adapted to support both tops, said
props being united at their lower ends, as
shown at C', and connected to the vehicle-
body in the usual or any approved manner.

The upper ends of the props.C are reduced
and threaded, as shown at D, said threaded
end being adapted to engage the nut E, car-
ried by the sockets F and G, the sockets F
being used in connection with the folding
top and the sockets G being used in connec-

-tion with the canopy-top. Thenut E ig con-

nected with either socket by means of a swiv-
eled pin II,which passes through an aperture
H" in the bottom of the socket and is formed
with a head II%, thereby preventing the nut
from becoming disconnected from the bottom
of thesocket, it being necessary, of course, to
revolve the nut in order to screw upon the
threaded end D, and thereby make connec-
tion between the top and props.

1The sockets F are made hollow and are

-adapted to receive the top bows I of the fold-

ing top, the ends of said bows being inserted

within the sockets and secured by means of
~bolts or serews I, passed through the socket
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into the ends of the bows. These socketsare

also slotted, as shown at K, in order to re-

ceive the hinge-bows I, which serve to hold
the top distended. It will be observed that
the central socket is arranged in a vertical
position and receives the end of the central
bow, while the end sockets are arranged in
obligue positions in order to receive the ends
of the end bows.
formed with an integral bolt M, to which the
hinge-prop N is attached, said prop being se-
cured in position by means of the nut 0,
which serews upon the bolt M.

In Fig. 2T have shown a canopy-top as de-
tached from theprops Candslightly elevated
therefrom, and by reference to said figure it
will be seen that the sockets G are formed
with flange-plates G', by means of which they
are rigidly secured to the framework of the
canopy-top, and it will also be noticed that
the central socket is vertical, while the end
sockets are inclined, in order to meet the in-
clination of the end prop C and enable the

nuts K toengage the threaded ends D. The-

sockets arealso provided with bolts M’, adapt-
ed to receive the prop-nut O’ and secure the
prop N in position. It will thus be seen that
by means of the connection herein shown and
described any one can quickly and easily
convert the vehicle-top from a folding one into
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The central socket is also
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a canopy-top, and vice versa, by simply un-
screwing the nuts D, removing the top, and

1ep1acmﬂ thre one desired to be used.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
PPatent, 15—

In a carmage-top conneetion, the combina-
tion with the props having reduced threaded
ends, of the nuts ada,pted to engage. said

1o threaded ends, the sockets to whmh smd nuts

573,007

are swiveled, said sockets being adapted to

receive the top bows from the carriage, and
also slotted at the sides fo receive the hinge-

bows of said top, substantially as shown and
described.
~AMIS KRIDER.
Witnesses:

C. A. VAIL,
W. D. WEBSTER.
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