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To all whom it may concern:
Beitknownthat [, WiLLiAM USHER WILKS,

a citizen of the United States, residing at Cur- |

tis, in the county of Coffee and State of Ala-
bama, have invented certain new and useful

Improvements in Car-Couplings; and I do

hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such
as willenable othersskilled in the art to which
1t appertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to car-couplings, and
particularly to the class of couplings known
as ‘‘arrow-head and jaw,” and the novelty of
the invention will be fully understood from
the following description and claims when
taken in Gonne(‘tmn with the annexed draw-
ings.

'The object of the invention is to pr OV]dG a
coupler of the arrow-head and jaw type with

a coupling-link bearing or tongue contained-

in the draw-bar, by means of which the link
1s disengaged from the draw-bar.

A furtherobject of the invention is to pro-
vide a draw-bar composed of two parts hinged
or pivoted together, so that the top portion of
the draw-bar may be moved on the hinge or
pivot vertically to receive and reject the link,
and aspringcontained in the draw-bar to hold

the top draw-bar portion in normal position.
A still further object of the invention is to

provide a coupling-link having arrow-heads
and a central enlargement adapted to engage
the face of the draw-bars and hold the latter
at a proper distance apart. |

The invention consists in the novel con-

- gtruction and arrangement of parts, as will
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be hereinafter more fully described, and set
up 1n the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, foumnﬂ
part of this application, Figure 11s a top view
of a draw-par and link embodying my inven-
tion. TKig. 2 is a side elevation. Fig. 3 is a
sectional view. Fig.41sasimilar view show-

ing the end of the link raised out of engage- |

ment with the draw-bar. Fig.disafrontview

of the draw-bar in position to receive a link.
The same numeral references denote the:

same parts throughout the sevelal figures of
the drawings.

The dmw—bar is composed of a bottom pm-—l
2, to

tion 1, having an upward projection 2,
which is pivoted at 2% a projection 3 of the

| top draw-bar portion 4.

The sides of the smd

portions forward the said projections and a

portion of the front of the same on each side
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of the mouth 5 are flush or engaﬂe each other

in normal position, lemmw:, a solid compact

draw-bar head.

The top portion 4 is kept in normal posi-
tion by a spring 6, secured to the lower por-
tion 1, with its free end engaging the said top
portion, said spring being entir ely inclosed
and concealed by the said two portions, and

the spring is compressed to open or raise the

top por tl()ll by a hand-lever7, projecting from

the top portion to each side of the car, or by

a hand-lever 8, supported from the top por-
tion by a post 9 and connected at one end to
the top portion by a rod 10, and at the other
end it is provided with a handpiece 11. It
will be observed that the lever S extends up-

ward on an incline from the rod 10 to the

handpiece 11, so that the latter is brought in

convenient 16&011 of an operator standmn on

the car-platform.

The bearing for the link 12 and means for

discharging the link from the draw-bar con-

sists of a lug or projection 13, formed inte-
oral with or attached to the inside bottom of
the top portion 4. 'T'his projection reaches
forward and terminates near the mouth of
the draw-bar, leaving a space 14 for a shoul-

“der 15 of the top of the link arrow-head, the

top of the other or flat portion 16 of the lat-
ter resting against the said projection.
pending forward and downward from the pro-

jection 13 is a tongue 17, upon which the flat

bottom 18 of the link arrow-head rests, with
aninterval orspace 19 between the tongue and

the bottom draw-bar portion 1 for the lower:

When
the hand-lever is raised to operate the top

shounlder 20 .of the link arrow-head.

draw-bar portion 4, the tongue is raised and
carries the Shouldels 15 &nd 20 ot of engage-
ment with the draw-bar.

The link 12 has an enlarged portion ‘?1 cen-
trally between the arrow- heads the curved
faces of which engage the faces of the draw-
bar and keep the' lat.ter at proper distance
apart and also prevent the ends of the link
from entering the draw-bar too far.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letfels

Patent, is—
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- sceribed, a draw-bar composed of top and bot-:

. portions in normal position, and the hand-
levers connected together and standing at an
~angle to each other for operating the said lat-
ter portion from the sides of the ear and t.he :

- -top and bottom portions pivoted together, a
spring secured to one portion with its free
end engaging the other portion, a side han-
dle, and an inclined handle adapted to ex- |

(&

1. In a car-coupler of the character de-

tom por‘blons pivoted together with a portion

of their facesin eng awement and the portions
forward the: prOts leso in engaﬂ‘ement COM- :

bined with a spring to hold one of the said

rlatform thereof, as set forth. =
2. In a car- Couplel", a draw-bar comprmmﬂ

e

tend over the car-platform, as set forth.

20

bfu, a spring controlling the movement of one
of said portlons and means for operating the

~ said portion from the car-platform and sides
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of the latter, comprising a cross-lever and a

lever sul:)ported on-anincline above the draw-
‘bar and extending over the platform, com-

bined with a tonnue depending from the said

portion, substarttlall} asand for the purpose

set forth.
4. T'he combination in a car-coupler of the

depending downwardly and for wardly from

‘the said projection, a cross-lever, and an in-
clined lever supported from the cross-lever

and connected to the dr*aw—-bm* as set forth.
In testimony whereof I affix ‘my S]ﬂnatur

I In presence of two witnesses.
3. Theplvoted portions oonstltutm gadraw- | -

o WILLIAM USHLR WILI&S
Wltnesse%
I, M. RUleN’G
g H. RIOE[BODRG.

: ohamcter deseribed, the pivoted portion con-
stituting a draw- bcu', a spring controlling one
of said portmns, a projection integral mth
| the spring-controlled portion, and a tongue
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