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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, OvErroN H. LEWIS,
| cltlzen of the United States of America, resm-
ing at Richards, in the county of Vernon and
5 &tate of WI1ssom'1 have invented certain new
- and useful Impr ovements in Hay-Forks; and
I do hereby declare the following to be a full,

- clear, and exact description of the invention,
- such as will enable others skilled in the art to
whichit appertains to make and use the same,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, and to letters of reference marked
~ thereon, which form a part of this spemﬁee-
tion. -

This invention relates to improvements in
hay-forks of the style known to the trade as
‘“Noyes’s” hay-fork, and shown in Letters
Patent issued to La Verne W. Noyes Janu-
ary 22, 1878, numbered 199,373,

The object of my in_vention is to provide
- each trigger of the hay-fork with a shield that

- will prevent said trigger from being acciden-
tally tripped by contact with the stack, which
often happens with the device as 1t 18 now
placed on the market. This tripping of the
trigger has been obviated by drawing the
- fork away from the stack by the rope that

operates the trigger, but this adds to the labor
- of handling the fork, and is also likely to trip
the t11gge1s before the proper time. I ac-
complish the end by the employment of a
shield or shields constructed to slip over the
stops with which the triggersengage, and pre-
sents a curved portion that proteets the end
of the trigger.

By the particular construction of my im-
proved shield the same can be readily at-
tached to the style of hay-fork hereinbefore
mentioned without requiring the wuse. of
serews, bolts, or other fastening devices, as
the spring tendency of the metel per mits the
shield to slip over the stop.

- In the accompanying drawings, forming
part of this specification, Figure 1 is a, mde
elevationof a hey—fork,_showing my improved
shields applied thereto; and Iig. 2 1is a detall
perspective view of the shield. |

The frame of the fork presents two diverg-
ing side members A A, each consisting of £W0
- BO pla,tes and to the lower ends of said 51c1e mem-
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bers, between the plates thereof, the tines B .

—y

end to provide a loop 7,

‘Bare pwoted at an intermediate point. The
upper end of each fine has pivoted thereto a

trigeer C,provided with anotched end adapted

to engage a stop D, securely attached be- 55

tween the plates of the side members B of the

frame, and to these triggers is connected a
cord or flexible connection e, which passes
over suitable guide-rollers and carries a ring
to which the operating-rope 1s attached. The 6o
hoisting-rope is connected to an eye formed
at the upper part of the frame of the fork, as
shown.

The device so far described is substantlelly

| the same as that shown and described in the 63

patent of Noyes referred to, and is as that
style of fork is now placed on the market.
The stops D are constructed or shaped so
that the side edges thereof curve inward and
the rear end 10111:1ded, as shown in the draw- 70

ings, and with a stop so constructed I make

the shield of such configuration that it will
slip over the same and be held in engagement
by frictional contact therewith. |

F designates my improved shield, which is 75
made up  of a-stri ip of spring metal bent at one
having inwardly-
curved side members, from which the other
part of the strip is curved in the segment of
of a circle. The free end of the segment is 3o
spread to bear against the side members of
the fork when the said shield is applied, and
the other end of the stripis bent inward to in-
sure a better engagement with the stop D.

The shield constructed as hereinbefore de- 35
scribed is applied by foreing the loop f over
the stop D, so that the cur Ved side members
of sald loop will embrace the side edges of
said stop, the parts being shaped to corre-
spond, and when so a,pplled the segment will go
provide a space for the end of the trlgger and
prevent the same coming in contact W1th the
stack.,

The shield pmwdes a very simple, cheap,
and effective attachment for hay-forks of the 93
style mentioned, and when applied removes
a very serious ob;]ectlon which has heretofo:te
existed in this style of fork.

I am aware it is not new to provide a hay-
fork with a curved guard or shield fo protect 100
the trigger against accidenta,l tripping, and
I therefore do not claim such broadly, but
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limit my invention to the particular construe-

tion and combination of the parts, as shown
and described.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— |

1. The combination with a horse hay-fork
having arms between which are rigidly se-

cured stops, said arms carrying pivoted tines

with catches which engage the stops; of
spring-metal shields F which are bent at one
of their ends to embrace the stops, the other
part of the shields being shaped to extend
outwardly beyond the arms and below the
stops the free ends engaging the outer edges
of the arms, substantially as shown and for
the purpose set forth. | -

2. In combination with a horse hay-fork
comprising a frame made up of parallel bars,
tines pivoted between said parallel bars or

2 | 572,490

plates, the upper end of each tine carryinga -

catch; of stops rigidly secured between the
parallel bars or plates and shaped to present
Inwardly-curved side edges, and a shield If
made up of a single strip of flat spring metal
bent or looped at one end to conform to the
configuration of the stop, as shown, the other
part of said strip being curved in the seg-
ment of a circle and the outer end spread to
engage the outer edges of the parallel bars
below the upper end of the tine, substantially
as set forth, whereby theshield will give when
the tines impinge against the same.
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In testimony whereof I affix my signature

in presence of two witnesses.

OVERTON II. LEWIS.
Witnesses: |
>S. J. RINEHART,
E. B. Tobpb.
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