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To all whom it may concern: |

I3e it known that I, JoEN L. CoNAwAY, 3
citizen of the United States, residing at Phila-
delphia, in the county of Philadelphia and
otate of Pennsylvania, have invented certain
new and usetul Improvements in Fastenings
for Shoes, Leggings, &c.; and I do hereby de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-
act description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it
appertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to fastenings for
shoes, leggings, &c.

The objectsaretoproducea fastening which
will avoid the entanglement of the bottom of
trousers, skirts, dresses, &c., as is common
with fastenings in general nuse; furthermore,
to produce a fastening constructed in such
manner that when secured in place upon the
shoe-upperits hook will lie close to orin aline-
ment with the edge of the upper, by which ar-
rangement, when drawn taut, the lacing will
present a line slightly deviating from a
straight line, or, in other words, a line com-

posed of a series of long and wide angles—as

distinguished from the sharply angular and

- pronounced zigzag line presented by the la-

cing when the fastenings are located at some
distance fromthe edges of the upper—thereby
reducing the attrition and wear of the lacing
and allowing it to be drawn taut with ease and
with but slight strain; furthermore, to pro-
duce a fastening by which the lacing of the
shoe may be accomplished in a rapid, certain,
and effective manner, and which will require
less length of lacing than is necessary with
the fastenings in common use.

Yith these objects in view the invention
consists, broadly, in a shoe-fastening compris-
ing a head having an eyelet and an outward-
projecting shank terminating in an under-
turned hook; furthermore, in a shoe-fasten-
ing comprising a head having an eyelet and
an outward and upward projecting shank ter-
minating in an underturned hook; further-
more, in the combination, with a shoe-upper,
of a fastening having a shank carrying an
underturned hook, the shank being arranged
at an angle to the edge of the upper with the
hook close to or in alinement with the said

of construction, as will be hereinafter fully
described, and pointed out in the elaims.

In the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, and in which like
letters of reference indicate corresponding

parts, I have illustrated a form of embodi--

ment of my invention with a modified form
thereof, although other forms of embodiment
thereof may be employed without in the least

departing from the spirit thereof, and in these

dm,wmgs-— -
Figure 1 is a view in elevation, partly in

section, showing the contour of myimproved.

fastening. Kigs. 2 and 3 are top and bottom
plan views, respectively. Iig.4 is a view in
sectional elevation of a fastening device
wherein the hook-carrying shank is pivoted
to the head of the fastener. FKig. 5 is a view
in plan, displaying a portion of the upper of
a4 shoe and showing the manner in which my
fastening is disposed relatively to the meet-
ing edges of the upper. Ifig. 6 is a diagram-
matic view showing the position occupied by
the lacing when used in connection with the
fastenings in ordinary use. Fig. 7 is a simi-
lar viewshowing the position occupied by the

'lacing when used in connection with my im-

proved fastening.

Referring to the drawingsand to Figs. 1 to
g thereof, A designates the fastening, com-
prising a head ¢, having on one side an eye-

let ¢* and on the opposite side an upward and

outward extending shank ¢’ terminating in
an underturned hook a*t. These parts are all
integral, and are constructed of any suitable
material combining lightness and strength.
The shank a? is extended outward a suffi-
cient distance beyond the head to bring the
hook a* when the fastening is secured in posi-
tion, practically into alinement with the edges
of the upper and is then curved upward to
allow the hook ¢* to be a sufficient distance
above the upper to permit of the passage of
the lacing between the upper and hook, and
in order to prevent the fastening from pro-
jecting beyond the meeting edﬂ'es of the up-
per and also to dispose the hooks in such
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manner to avoid the danger of their catching .

in the bottom of trousers, sklrts, dresses, &c

100

and to facilitate the lacing and unlaemn' of |

edge, and, finally, in the various novel details { the shoe I incline the shanks upward in a
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plane approximately horizontal with the up-
per and at an angle of about.forty-five degrees
to the meeting edﬂ es thereof, as shown in
Kig. 5.

5 In order to show clearly the advantages ac-
cruing from having the hooks of the fasten-
ings a,rmnged close to the meeting edges of
the upper, and of disposing the shanks at an
angle to the said edges, and also to demon-

1o strate that there will be less attrition and
consequent wear to the lacing by this arrange-
ment, and that the lacing may be drawn ta,ut

with but little strain, T have prepared the

diagrammatic views, Flﬂ‘s 6 and 7.  In Fig.

rs 6 the circles B indicate u_the portion of the or-
dinary lacing-hook ar ound which the laeing

C passes, and in Fig. 7 the ends of the shanks
a® indieate the same, the cireles and heok
ends being the same distance apart in both

20 Views and taken by actual measurementfrom
a shoe. It will be seen that in Fig. 6 the
lacing C resembles lazy~tonﬂs when 1et1 acted
and the lacing in Kig. 7 lazy-tongs when pro-
jected. In the formel the 13,0111,: forms a
prenounced zigzag line removed by a eonsid-
erable space from the edges of therive of the
upper, while in the latter the laeing is ex-
tended longitudinally, and the contour or
configuration passes ifrom that of a zigzag
50 moreand more toward a straight line or aline-
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ment, causing the laeing to lie close to or

nearly parallel with the edges of the upper,
so that mstead of the lacing being bent at
sharp angles at the points where it passes
35 around the hooks, as shownin Fig. 6, at which
- points there will be great strain and conse-
quent. wear, the lacing will be deflected only
to a slight deﬂlee fI.OlIl a straight line at the
points refer I'ed to, thus bringing the line of
4o draft in an approumate]y straight line and
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- as a result 1educmﬂ the friction and wear at
these points. This peculmr disposition of the
hooks also permits of the employment of a
much shorter lacing than where the hooks are

set back some distance from the edge of the 45'

upper.

In some instances I may pm:)t the shank to -
the head by means of a pin orscrew,asshown -
in Fig. 4, so thatthe shank will yleld tostrain, -
‘as when the lacing is drawn taut, or from the 50* e

different posﬂsmns taken by the foot and an-
kle in walking. |
Having thus fully descnbed my invention,

‘what I claim as new, and desire to secure by o
Letters Patent, is— - 5 5 oo

The (,omblnatmn with a shoe-upper, of

a fastemnn' device comprising a head having

an eyelet becmed in the upper, and a shank
projecting from the top of the head wpward

and outward beyond the side of thehead and 6o '-

terminating in an underturned hook lying

close to or in alinement with the meeting o

edges of the upper, said shank being arranged

at an angle to- the said meeting edges with

the hook disposed toward the top of the up- 65
per, whereby when the lacing 18 being drawn

taut, there will be but slight resistance and
consequently but little attritien offered tothe
lacing by the hook, substantially asdescribed.

2. Ashoe-fastening comprising a head hav- 70

ing an eyelet and ashank pivotally connected
with the head and terminating in an under-
turned hook, substantially as described.

In testlmony whereof I affix my signature

in presence of two witnesses.

JOHN L. CONAWAY.

Witnesses: -
DANL. H. BUCK,
DAVID O. BOORSE.
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