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To all whom it may concern.:

Beit known that I, VIRGINIA H. OBERLY, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Con-
cord, in the county of Merrimac and - State
of New Hampshire, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Corset-
Waists; and I do hereby declare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description
of the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same. |

My invention relates to improvements in
corset-waists, and has more particular rela-
tion to the fastening and supporting portions

thereof; and it consists of a corset-waist pro-

vided along its meeting edges with button-
holes and buttons strung at intervals npon a
flexible cord or tape, said buttons being
passed through one set of said buttonholes
from the rear, and the other portion of the
fabric in which the other set of buttoniioles
is formed being adapted to be buttoned over
the heads of the buttons, and the construc-
tion being such that the cord or tape serves
as a flexible accommodating-shank for each
button and thus allows of the buttons being
very readily and easily passed into and out
of the buttonholes, and the construction also
being such that the cord and the buttons can
be removed from the corset-waist when it 1s
necessary that the waist shall be laundered.

It also consists of certain other novel con-

structions, combinations, and arrangements
of parts, all of which will be hereinafter more
particularly set forth and claimed.
Corset-waists now on the market are In
mostinstances constructed with permanently-
attached front buttons or other metallic fas-
tening means which are very objectionable,

for the reason that when it is desired tolaun-

dry the garment this must be done with the
buttons or other fastenings in place on the
carment. Ifthe fastenings areremoved,it is
necessary in some constructions to rip the
corset and remove the steel carrying the fas-
tenings, which not only consumes a great deal
of time, but makes it difficult to restore the
corset-waist to its original condition, and
hence this operation is seldom resorted to on
account of the labor and many inconven-
iences connected therewith. Amnother objec-

fabric.

tion to having permanently-attached metallic
fastenings is that unless the fastenings are
removed when the corset-waist is laundered
they will rust, discolor, and injure the corset

In the accompanying drawings, forming
part of this specification, Figure 1 represents
a front elevation of a corset-waist embodying
that form of my invention wherein the corset-
waist is provided with a plurality of single

buttonholes on one of its front edges and

buttonholes in pairs on the other edge, also
wherein flat buttons with eyes are strung and
tied upon a cord. In this view some of the
buttons are omitted in order to show the ar-
rangement of the buttonholes in pairs, and
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the single buttonholes are shown provided
with looped buttonhole-protectors formed of -

a tape-like fabrie, and the buttons connected

by a cord passed through their eyes. Fig. 2

represents a broken front elevation of one of
the meeting edges of a corset-waist embody-
ing that form of my invention wherein but-
tons used in pairs and connected by flexible
shanks, said shanks being formed of the cord

which connects the whole series of pairs of

buttons. In this view some of the buttons
are shown out of their buttonholes in order
that the manner in which the cord or tape
connects them and serves for forming their
flexible shanks may be more clearly seen.
Fig. 3 represents an enlarged detail elevation
view of a front portion of a corset-wailst con-
structed with buttonholes having protection-
loops around their edges. In this view the
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buttons are shown in dotted lines asin the

buttonholes; and Fig. 4 represents a rear ele-
vation of a corset-waist,showing myimproved
construction for lacing the back edges to-
gether. | o

A in the drawings represents a corset-waist
made in accordance with my invention, said
waist comprising a body portion @, made of
corset fabrie, steels or whalebones 13, looped
buttonhole-protectors C', supporting and at-

QO

taching band D, having looped button receiv-

ers and supports C, and buttons E or K.

" The corset-waist is constructed with open-

ended casings F,in which the steels or whale-

1Q0

bones B are inserted, and from which they -
can be readily removed through openings or
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slits at f when it is desired to laundry the

corset-waist, and can also be readily replaced

atter it is laundered. - |
The rear of the corset-waist is provided

with suitable stitched or worked lacing-holes

/' f', adapted to take the place of the ordi-
nary metallic eyelets. These lacings extend
to and againstthe terminal stays which stiffen
and strengthen the edges of the corset-waist,
and thus they are prevented from pulling or
tearing out when the lacing is applied and
tightened in the same. The loop-protectors

C" and the button receivers and supporters

C are constructed of tape-like material, be-
ing formed in each case by looping such ma-

erably a portion of its inner edges to the cor-
set fabric at the front and on its waistband
D, so that a central opening is left for the in-
sertion and removal of a button. -

i have represented the tape-like fabric of
which the looped protectors are constructed
slightly overlapping, and I prefer this con-
struction because itassists in holding in place
the buttons shown in Fig. 2, and as hereinaf-
ter described. I have also represented the
outer ends of the looped protectors sewed or
secured to the corset-waist fabrie, and I pre-
fer this construction because it gives a neater

~appearance to the corset-waist and also holds

the looped protectors more firmly. I prefer
to use tape 1n the construction of the protec-
tors C'and the button receivers and supports
C because the edges of this fabrie are formed
with a selvage edge and thus renders the
working of buttonholes unnecessary and con-
sequently greatly reduces the labor and cost
of making my improved corset-waist. |

The advantage of using a textile material
as a rear fastening for corset-waists over
metal fastenings is, in addition to those al-
ready set forth, that such fastenings will not
rust and discolor the corset-waist fabric when
moistened by perspiration. N

Under one construction of my corset-waist
the fastenings for the front meeting edges
thereof comprise, as shown in Fig. 1, holes «,

~ formed on one of said edges and protected
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by the looped protectors C', and detachable
flat-eyed buttons E and buttonholes a2, formed
in the opposite edge and arranged in pairs.
1he buttons E are detachablv connected
toone of the edges bya cord «?, said cord first
passing outward through one buttonhole of
one ot the pairs, then through an eve of the
button, and then inward through another eye
of the button and through the other button-
holes of said pair. The cord is then tied in
a single knot and passes on to the next pair of
buttonholes, where the operation continues of
passing it through one buttonhole and eye of
the button and then back through another eye

-of the button and through the other button-

hole of the pair, and thus the operation con-
tinues until all the huttons are connected by
the cord. |

In the form of front fastenings shown in

“or Iinjuring thesame.
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| Fig. 2 the edge of the corset-waist for receiv-
ing the buttons E’ is provided with single
buttonholes «f arranged at equal distances
apart instead of in pairs, as in Fig. 1, and

two flat-eyed buttons E'are arranged in pairs,
so that one is opposite the other, and a cord

is laced through the respective pairs of flat
75
1s formed between each pair of buttons, said

buttonsinsuchamanner that a flexible shank

shanks being portions of the corditself. With - :
this latter construction of fastening means

the buttons areapplied to the waist by foreing

one of the buttons of each pair of buttons E' 8o

through the buttonholes, respectively, and

thus applied there will be one button on the

outside and one on the inside of the fabricin
which the buttonholes are formed, and the

outside buttons will be in position to have

the opposite edge of the corset-waist, which
is provided with similar buttonholes, button
over it. To remove the buttons E' itissimply

necessary to force the outer button of each .
g0

pair back through a buttonhole. I contem-

plate constructing and using the buttons E/,
provided with flexible shanks disconnected

from the cord.

LThe garment-supporting waistband D is

applied at the waist-line and is secured in
place preferably by the same vertical stitches
J* which form the casings of the pockets F,
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and thusit will not be necessary to furtherse-

cure the band by horizontal stitches between

the casings or pockets. Iregard this feature
of construction very important, as it saves

considerable time and labor and reduces the .

cost of the corset-waist.

Removable buttons, constructed like E, o

may be inserted through the looped button
receivers and supports C of the waistband.

ing-apparel provided with buttonholes at its

edges may be attached to the outer buttons E’,

and thus be supported by the waistband.
It will be observed from the foregoing speci-
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It will be understood that any article of wear-

I10

fication that I provide a corset-waist with

lacing and fastening means which will not

rust and injure the garment, and also with a
fastening means that can be instantly secured
to or detached from the corset-waist without
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cutting or tearing or in any way destroying -

Furthermore, that the

front fastening means can be very easily ma-

nipulated on account of the flexible shanks of
the buttons allowing the buttons to be turned
out of a parallel position with respect to the
fabric. |

What I claim as new, and desire to secure"

by Letters Patent, is—

1. An improved article of manufacture, to

120 -

wit: a corset-waist having along one of its
meeting edges, single spaced buttonholes and

along the opposite edge buttonholes arranged

1n pairs opposite each single buttonhole of the

opposite edge, substantially as desecribed.

2. An improved article of manufacture, to
Wwit: a corset-waist provided along its meeting

edgeswith buttonholes,a cord or tape carrying

e
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buttons arranged in pairs at equal intervals
thereon and adapted to beslipped through the
buttonholeson one of said meeting edges; said
cord being passed through the eyes of the
buttons :;md forming emble shanks between
the buttons of each pair, substantially as de-
%cmbed

The nevw article of manufacture, to wit:
a wash&ble corset - waist construeted with
open-ended casings or pockets and button-
holes in its meetmﬂ' front edges and lacing-
holesin its meeting back edn‘es, a lacin n'-cmd

‘removable steels or bones in said casings, a

. supporting and attaching band applied to the

corset at the wailst-line and secured thereto
by the vertical stitching which forms the cas- |

ings or pockets, button receivers and supports

constructed of tape-like fabric formed into a -

loop and having ifs lapping ends secured by '

sewing and secured tothe attaching-band for
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receiving the buttons on articles of clothing -

of the wearer and. supporting such artleles,
detachable pairs of buttons having flexible

‘shanks and connected to a common cord or

tape and secured in the buttonholes, substan-
tially as described.
In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my

signature in presence of two witnesses.
VIRGINTA H. OBERLY

Wltnesses'
JOHEN H. OBERLY
HoseEA B. _CARTER
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