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- To all whom it may concerry:
Be it known that I, ABELARDO J. SOTO, a

citizen of the United Sta,tes residing at NIcu---

tinez, in the county of Contra Costa and State
of California, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Arm Rests or Sup-
ports for Books; and I dohereby declare that
the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
scription thereof

This invention relates to a certain new and
useful arm support or rest for books, which
consists in the arrangement of parts and de-
tails of construction as will be hereinafter
fully set forth in the drawings and described
and pointed out in the specification.

The invention is designed more especially
for use by bookkeepers in connection with the
ledger-book or such other books as require
constant work thereon, as, for instance, rec-
ord-books of all kinds; and theinvention has
for its object the providing of an arm rest or
support, the arm of which will automatically
adjust itself to the varying thickness of the

book, and one in which the arm board or plate

may be shifted or adjusted longitudinally as
desired, or be swung from one side of the
book to the other in order that the operator
may work upon either side of the book with-
out being required to disturb the position of
the rest or support.

In order to fully understand my invention,
reference must be had to the accompanying
sheet of drawings, forming a part of this ap-
plication, wherem—-

Figure 1 is a plan view of an 0pen book,
shawmﬂ' the arm rest or support in position.
Fig. 2 is an end view of the arm rest or sup-
pmt with the arm plate or board at a right
angle, and Fig. 3 1s a bottom plan view of
the device.

In the drawings, the letters A A’ are used
toindicate the supporting-arms of the device,
the enlarged end ¢ of eaeh arm being mov-
ably secured by hinges ¢’ or otherwise to the
under face of the base plate or block A=
To the upper face of the base plate or block

A? is secured, by the projecting stud b, the

arm board or plate B. This board or plate
is provided with the central longitudinal
oroove B’, through which the stud b extends,
I'igs. 1 and 3. The upper edges.of the lon-

nltudmal oroove B’ alebeveled in order that
the head of the stub b will fit within the
oroove and come flush with the face of the
board or plate B, so as not to interfere with
the arm of the usel of the device,
would do should the head of the stud project
above the face of the board or plate B. In-
asmuch as the stud 6 extends through the lon-
cgitudinal groove, it is obvious that the board
or plate may be shifted back and forth as de-
sired. This is an important feature, and 1t
permits the operator to have the full support
to the arm when writing or making entriesat

the extremeinnerandouteredgesof theleaves

of the book.
By reference to Fig. 1 of the drawings it

will be noticed that one end of the board or
plate B is made rounding and that the dis--

tance from the end 1 of the longitudinal
groove B’ to the extreme point of the rounded

end of the board or plate is the same as that

from the stud b to theinner edge of the base
plate or block Az, Consequently when the de-
vice 1S In position shown in Fig. 1 and 1t 1s
desired to swing the board or plate from one
side of the book to the opposite side the op-
erator first moves or slides the board or plate
outward its full distance and then turnsor
swings the same to either side desired.

W’hen the device is in position within the
book, the arm or member A should rest upon
the inn_er face of the front cover 2 of the book
C and the arm or member A’ upon the inner

face of the back cover 3 of the book, IFig. 1.

Inasmuch as the arms or members A A’ are
hinged to the center plate or block A? the
smd arms give so as to conform to the mchna-
tion of the book as the leavesare turned over,
Fig. 2. Consequently 1t 18 not necessary to
chanwe the position of the device as the leaves
of the book accummulate at one side, for the
board or plate B will rise as the thickness of
the book is increased to one side or the other.

In order that the outer end of the board or
plate B may be firmly supported while work-
ing upon a book with the greater part of the
leaves upon the side to be worked upon, there

is secured to the said end portion of the board '

or plate by clips 4 the slide C'. This slide
works crosswise of the board or plate B and
when moved either way a portion thereof will

which 1t
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 A?%is secured the button d, Fig. 3.
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project over the edge of the said board or plate,
S0 as to rest upon the lower corner of the pile
of leaves. | |

The slide is provided with the slots d/,
through which the pins d?, which conneect the
clips to the arm plate or board, extend. These
pins limit the movement of the slide, being
engaged by the metal at each end of the slots
d" after the slide has been moved a given dis-
tance. | -

T'othe underfaceof the base plate or bloek
. This but-
ton, when turned at a right angleto the base-
plate, moves beneath the arms or members A
A’, 80 as to hold the same rigid. This is de-
sirable when tke books worked upon require
considerable time to be expended on given
pages. When locked by the button d, the
arms or members A A’ will not give to the
book as the leaves are turned.

tlaving thus described my invention, what
Iclaim as new, and desire tosecure protection
in by Letters Patent, is—

1. In an arm-rest for bookkeepers, the com-
bination of folding supporting-arms adapted
to fit within a book and conform to the posi-
tion of the same, and an arm-plate supported
by said folding arms.

2. Inan arm rest or support for bookkeep-
ing orsimilar purposes, the combination with
the hinged or movable arms or members which
fit within the book, of the horizontally-mov-
able arm plate or board. |

- o. Thecombination of thesupporting-arms,
and a horizontal arm-plate carried thereby
and adapted to swing horizontally from side
to side.

4, In an arm rest or support for bookkeep-
ing or similar purposes, the combination with

| the supporting arms or members, of the arm 40

plate or board pivotally connected to said =~

arms and adapted to slide on its pivot.

5. In an arm rest or support for book_keepé-_
Ing orsimilar purposes, the combination with = .

the base plate or block, of the supporting 45

arms or members movably connected thereto,

of the arm plate or board having a horizontal
groove cut therein, and a stud extending
through said groove and securing the said

plate or board to the base plate or block.

6. In an armrest or support for bookkeep-
ing or similar purposes, the combination with -
the supporting arms or members, of the hori-

zontally-movable and rotatable arm plate or
board, and of the slide-plate secured to one
end of the arm plate or board. o

7. In an arm rest or support for bookkeep- .
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1ng or similar purposes, the combination with
the base plate or block, of the supporting

arms or members movably secured thereto,
the arm plate or board connected to said base
plate or block so as to have free horizontal
movement and be free to swing from one side
of the book to the other, and of the button
secured to the under face of the base plate
or bloeck. o
~In testimony whereof I affix my signature,

6o

In presence of two witnesses, this 18th day of e

May, 1896.

Witnesses:
H. C. Raap,
. T. JONES.

ABELARDO J. SOTO.
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