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To all whom it may coneern:
Be it known that I, WILLIAM JAMES KIN-
NEAR, acitizen of the United States, and a resi-

“dent of Luzerne, county of Warren, and State

of New York, have invented certain new and

useful Improvements in Cutting-Tools, of

- which the following is a specification, refer-

IG

s

inexpensive
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ence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, forming a part thereof, in which similar
letters and numerals of reference indicate cor-
responding parts.

This invention relates to an improved cut-
ting-tool adapted especially for opening tin
or other sheet-metal cans; but the device can
be used for cutting away portions oif thin

sheet-metal structures of any character, the

object of the invention being to produce an
article of this chm*ac,tel formed
in such a manner as to provide in its strue-
ture a common fulerum for the handle and
cutting-knife, whereby the maximum force

- supplied by the leverage of said handle may
- be exerted during the operation of cutting by

3G

both upward and downward strokes oi the
lknife without undue exertion on the part of
an operator.

The invention will be hereinafter fully de-
seribed, and specifically set forth in the an-

nexed claim.
In the accompanying dl‘ﬂWlﬂ‘TS, forming

part of this specification, Figure 1 is a per-

spective view of my impmve:d cutting-tool;
and 11g. 2isaside elevation of aslightly-modi-
fied form of tool, illustrating the 01)61"1131011 of

- same by means of dotted lines.

In the practice of my invention any suit-
able handle A is attached toahook B, asillus-

frated in Iig. 1 of the drawings; but the said

~ handle A may form an integral part of the
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hook B, asillustratedin Kig. 2 2 of the drawings.
The hook B comprises an upright b, having
flanges O, projected upon 1its lower edge,

whereby a substantial base 6%is provided for
said npright.

Projected upon a curved line and then
downwardly upon a vertical line from the up-
right 0 is a ecutting-blade 03, the lower portion

of which is projected below the base-line of
the upright 6 and is formed into a sharp
point. The cutting-surface of said blade ex-
tends from the point 1 to the point 2, where
said blade joins the upright 6.
In the operation of the device the point 1
of the cutting-blade is foreed through the
sheet-metal st.liuctu.re C (illustrated by hori-
zontal dotted lines of Ifig. 2) until the base b?
of the upright & rests firmly upon the said
structure C. The handle A is then carried
in the direction of the arrow 3 to a position
approximating that shown by dotted lines 4
of Kig. 2, whereby the whole tool will be
forced in the direction of the arrow 5, owing
to the blunt outer surface of the cutting-tool
03, thus producing an elongated slit in the
structure C. The handle A is then forced
downwardly in the direction of the arrow 6
until the base b? again rests upon the horizon-
tal surface of the structure C, as illustrated
by dotted lines 7, whereby th_e length of the
slit produced in said structure is increased,
this operation being repeated any desirable

‘number of times, depending upon the length

of the slit it 1s desired fo cut. - |
Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters

Patent, 15—

As a new article of manufacture, a cutting-
tool or can-opener, comprising a base with an
upright curved over and downwardly consti-
tuting a knife, having its edge parallel with
the inner surface of the upright and extend-
ing below the said base and terminating in a
puncturing-spur; and a handle projected at
right angles to said upright, substantially as
shown and described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

my invention I have signed my name, in pres-

ence of two witnesses, this 12th day of March,
18946, |
WILLIAM JAMES KINNEAR.

Witnhesses:
WirriaMm T. GAMAR,
DELOS ABEIL,
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