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To all whom 6 may concern: -
Be it known that I, CHARLES OHMART, &

citizen of the United States,residing at Girard,
in the county of Macoupin and State of Illi-

nois, have invented a new and useful Ifence-

- Stay, of which the followingis a specification.

My inventionrelates to fences, and particu-
larly to a stay for connecting wire runners;
and the object in view is to provide a simple

1o and efficient construction of stay and means
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for conneeting the same with the runners

whereby the runners are allowed movement
toward and from each other without twisting
or distorting the stay and without affect-
ing the coupling of the stay to the runners.

I"urther objects and advantages of thisin-
vention will appear in the following deserip-

tion, and the novel features thereof will be

particularly peinted out in the appended
claims. o - H o

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a view of a
portion of a fence, showing a stay constructed
in accordance with my invention. Kig. 2 is
a detail view in perspective of the lockor con-
nection between the stay and each interme-
diate runner. Fig. 8 is a side view of the
same. Kig. 41is a detail view of one end of

‘a stay-section.

Similar numerals of reference indicate cor-
responding partsinall the figuresof the draw-
ings. ‘ _

1 designates the runners connected by a
sectional stay 2, of which the extremities are
looped around the upper and lower or termi-
nal runners and are fastened by means of
light-wire ties 3. A section of the stayisar-
ranged between each two contiguous runners,
and the contignous extremities of adjoining
sections of the stay are interlocked to allow
independentlongitudinal movement of either
section without affecting the engagement
thereof with the runner. In orderto accom-
pligh this interlocking engagement of the ad-
joining sections of the stay with an interme-
diate runner, the upper extremity of a section
is provided with a loop4, whichis open at its
lower side, and hence engages over the run-
ner, while the lower end of the adjoining sec-
tion ig provided with an approximately hori-
zontal terminal hook 5, which engages sald
runner, and an approximately horizontal loop

6, which extends around the shank or body

portion of the lower section, and thence un-
der the runner at the opposite side of sald
lower section from the terminal hook. Thus
the lower extremity of a section of the runner
is provided with an approximately horizontal
loop through which extends the shank or
body portion of the next lower seetion, said
lower section being provided with a loop
which engages over the runner between the
planes of the sides of the loop on the lower
extremity of the upper section, while said np-
per section bears against or engages the un-
der side of the runner at opposite sides of the
plane of the lower section and I8 provided at
its extremity with a hook to prevent displace-
ment. This construction allows the lower of
two adjoining sections of the stay to move
vertically with freedom without affecting the
upper adjoining section or the runner with
which the lower extremity of said upper sec-
tion is engaged, while depression ot the upper
scction carries with it the runner which is
engaged by its lower extremity withoutatfect-
ing the lower section, said loop at the lower
end of the upper section forming a guide 1n
which the shank or body portion of the lower
section slides. | o |

A further important advantage of the con-
struction above described consistsin the fact
that the stay may be applied to the runners
without the use of pincers or other tools or-
dinarily required to close the loops or hooks
of stays or the sections thereof. With the
improved construction each loop or hook
which engages a runner is open and requires
no closing, those hooks which engage the up-
permost runners being held in place by means
of the described ties, and the lower section,
instead of being provided at its lower ex-
tremity with an approximately horizontal
loop and contiguous approximately horizontal
hook, being provided, asshown in Fig. 1, with

‘a simple hook to engage under the lowermost

er. In other words, the lowermost sec-

T

tion of the stay is provided at each end with
a simple hook formed 1n the plane of the

body portion of the section to engage the con-
tignous runner, said lower extremity being
held in place by the above-mentioned tie-
wire J. |

Various changes in the form, proportion,

and the minor details of constructionmay be
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- resorted to without departing from the spirit

or sacrificing
‘Invention. _ -
IHaving deseribed iny invention, what I

~ ranged at their contiguous ends adjacent to

0 - - 571,683

any of the advantages of this

claim is— ) | |
1. T'he combination with fence-runners, of

‘a sectional stay, the contiguous extremities-

of adjoining upper and lower sections thereof

- being provided with interlocking loops, the
10

loop of one section being engaged with the

contiguous runner, and the loop of the other
sectlon terminating in anapproximately hori-
zontal hook also engaging the runner, sub-
stantially as specified. . o

2. The combination with fence-runners, of
a stay having upper and lower sections ar-

o VWitnesses:

~an intermediate runner, the lower section be-

ing provided at its upper end with a down-

turned open loop, and the lower extremity or
the upper section being provided with an ap-

proximately horizontal loop engaging the

shank or body portion of the lower section:
and extending under the runner upon oppo- -
site sides of the plane of said shanlk, said up-
per section terminating in a hook engaging

the runner; substantially as specified.
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

L~

‘my own, I have herveto affixed my signature
1n the presence of two witnesses.

 CHARLES OIIMART.

- J. Do WOoOoLLEY,
- D. OHMART.
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