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To all whomw it maly COnceriv:

Be it known that I, CLINTON H. BUCHER, &

citizen of the United States, residing at Staun-

ton, in the county of Augusta and State of

Vireinia, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Folding Beds, of which
the following is a specification. o

My invention relates to a new and useful
improvement in folding beds, and has for its
object to provide a device of this deseription
which shall be cheap in construction, neat in
appearance, easily folded, and when so folded
the bedding will be entirely inclosed after the
manner of a roll-top desk, thereby preventing
the accumulation of dust upon said bedding,
and when the bed is to be unfolded this 1s to
be accomplished with little or no labor and
entirely obviates the liability of the bed clos-

ing upon the occupants; and with these ends |

in view my invention consists in the detalls
of construction and combination of elements
hereinafter set forth, and then specifically
designated by the claims. | -
In order that those skilled in the art to
which this invention appertains may under-
stand how to make and use the same, I will
describe its construction and operation in
detail, referring to the accompanying draw-

ings, forming a part of this specification, in
| thereof may be supported by suitable legs L,

which—
Figure 1 is a perspective of my improve-

ment when closed and ouf of use; Fig. 2, a |

similar view showing the bed turned down

 and the top rolled back therefrom; Kig. 5, a
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cross-section of the bed when in the position
shown in Fig. 2, and Fig. 4 alongitudinalsec-
tion through the posts and rectangular frame.

Referring to the drawings in detail, A rep-
resents two posts or uprights, which are pret-
erably composed of boards forming a hollow
of sufficient size to receive the counterbal-
ancing-weights, and between these posls 18
nivoted the rectangular frame I3, which is of
any desired size or design and forms the bed-
stead proper. The ends C, which serve as
the head and foot boards, have grooves D
formed therein, and fitted i1n these grooves

are the ends of the strips which compose the

folding top E, said top being made 1n the
well-known form in connection with roll-top
desks. DBy this arrangement it will be seen

that the top of the frame may be covered by |

drawing the roll-top E thereover, or it may be
opened by foreing said top along the grooves

until passing to the under side of the bed-

stead. The bedstead may be balanced so as
to be readily brought to the vertical position
shown in Fie. 1 in alinement with the posts

| by the weights ¥, which are attached to the

inner ends of the cords G, passing over the

| pulleys H and attached to the brackets I, se-

cured upon the bedstead,so that when the bed
is swung upward the weights will descend
within the posts and when swung open the
weights will be swung upward in said posts.

For convenience in moving the bed about

the room each of the posts are provided with

| feet J, having casters X, and if found desir-

able the posts may be connected by strips
ahove and below the frame B, thus adding
rigidity to the posts; also if found desirable
the frame B may be made in section after the
manner of an ordinary bedstead, so that the

side rails ean be moved therefrom, thus per-

mitting the packing of the bed into a small

compass for shipping or storage.

Any suitable mattress may be placed with-
in the frame, and the latter may be provided
with a spring-bottom, so as to be as comtort-
able as the ordinary bedstead. VWhen the
frame B is swung downward, the outer side

whieh are pivoted to the side rails, and when
not in use may be swung parallel therewith,
so as not to form an obstruction.

My improvement has many advantages,
among which is the fact that it can be folded

into a very small space in cross-section and

by placing it against the wall it will occupy
a very small amount of floor-space, and also
the fact that the bedding may be arranged

“and the top drawn thereover, which will hold

said bedding in its arranged condition and
exclude dust and moisture therefrom.

As ocecasion sometimes requires the use of
an ordinary bed for surgical cperations, my
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improvement is especially adapted for such

use in that the legs L may be folded under,
permitting the outer rail of the bed to SwWing
downward into contact with the floor, there-

| by putting the bed at such an angle as to fa-

cilitate many surgical operations.
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The exact design of the bed is immaterial,

as it may be altered fo a considerable degree




IO

&

without departing from the spirit of my in-
vention, and I therefore do not wish to be
limited to the exact construction here shown.
~ Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new and useful is—

1. In a folding bed, two uprights, a rectan-

gular frame pivoted therebetween and a roll-
top adapted to be turned over the bed or

forced under the same, substantially as and
for the purpose set forth. |

2. In a folding bed, two posts having suit-

~able feet, a rectangular frame pivoted Dbe-

~for the purpose set forth.

20

- tween said posts, a roll-top guided in suit-
able grooves formed in said frame, and legs

L. pivoted to said frame, substantially as and

0. t'he herein-described combination of the
hollow posts A, a rectangular frame B piv-
oted between said posts, said frame composed |
of side rails and head and foot boards C, said
boards having grooves formed therein, a roll-
- top adapted to slide within said grooves, legs |

571,643

L pivoted to the 1’*&115 of the bed, cords G at-
tached to the outer rail of the bed, pulleys il
over which cords run, and weights I for

counterbalancing the bed, substantially as

and for the purpose set forth.
4. Theherein-described combination of the

posts A, feet J having casters set therein, a
frame B composed of side rails and head and
| foot boards C, a rolling top adapted to be

guided by grooves formed within said boards,

brackets I secured to the outer edge of the

frame, cords G attached to said brackets, pui-
leys I journaled within the posts and weights

I attached to said cords, all arranged sub-
stantially as and for the purpose set forth.

- In testimony whereof I have hereunto af-
fixed my signature in the
suabseribing witnesses.

| CLINTON II. BUCHER.
- Witnesses: - o -
-S. S, WILLIAMSON,
C. 5. W. BARNES.,
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presence of two -
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