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To all whom it may conceri.:

Be it known that I, EDbwARD E. BENNETT,

a citizen of the Umted States, residing at Lm-—

coln, in the county of Lancaster and State of |

\Tebraska have invented certain new and
useful Impl‘ovemems in Tables; and I do de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and

-exact description of the mventlon such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which

it appertains to make and use the same.
My invention relates to improvements in

tables; and it has for its general object to pro-

vide a table designed more especially for the

use of invalids, and one which may be quickly

and easily attached to one of the side rails of
an ordinary bedstead, and which has its top
so mounted that 1t may be swung over the bed

1nto a convenient position in fr ont of the per-
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son therein and may be readily adjusted and

adjustably fixed so as to serve as a rest for a

- book or paper.

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide the table-top with means for holding a
book or paper thereon, and still another ob-
ject is to provide a table in which the top is

~ detachably connected to its support, so as to

permit of it being used as a tray, that is to
say, removed fmm the support, carried to the
kitchen and laden, and then brought back

and again secured upon the supme

Other objects and advantages of the inven-

~ tion will be fully understood from the follow-

ing description and claims when taken in con-
,]unctwn with the a,eco'mp.:mymf-T drawings, in
which—

Figure 1 is a sectional view, partly in ele-

' 'vation illustrating my improved table as at-
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taehed to one of the side rails of a bedstead.
IFig. 2is an inverted plan view of the table-top
and a portion of the arm which supports the
same, the arm being broken away. Fig. 3 is

! sectmn taken in the plane indicated by the

line z « of Fig. 1.
tail section taken 111 the plane 1ndlcated by
the line 4 v of Fig. 2. Fig. 5 is a detail en-
larged section of a portmn of atable-top, illus-
tlatmn the means for securing the table-top
upon 1ts support. Ifig. 6 is a detaﬂ section

- taken in the plane indicated by the line y ¥
-

of Fig. 1. Fig. 7 is a-detail perspective view

- of the angle- plate upon which the table—top
~ 1s secur ed

Fig. 4 is an enlarged de-

In the said drawings similar numerals des-
ignate couespondmﬂ parts in all of the sev-
eral views, referring to which—

1 1ndlcates one of the side. rails Of an ordi-
nary bedstead.

- 2indicates the upright post of my 1mp1 oved

table, and 3 111d10&tes the sleeve in which the |

post 2 is adjustably fixed by a set-screw 4, as
shown, to hold the table-top at any desued
elevatwn above the bed. The sleeve 3is pref-
erably provided with a block 5, so as to enable
it to clear the molding with which bedstead

rails are usually pr owded and it 1s connected
with the rail 1 through the medium of its arms
6 and 7, which are thre&ded, as shown, the

strap 8,whichreceivesthethreaded ends of the

arms 6 and 7, and the nuts on said threaded
ends. Toper mit of thesleeve 3 being readily
attached to side rails of various sizes, the strap
3 18 slotted, as shown, to receive the arm 7,

and the said arm 7 is pwwded with the

threaded aperture 9 to receive the thr eaded
lower end of the sleeve 3 3, as shown.

10 indicates the swinging arm of the table, .
‘which carries the top, plesently desembed

This arm 10 is apertured to receive the post

2 and rests on a collar 11, with which said

post 1s provided, and it mav be secured upon
the post in any suitable manner that will per-

it of it being swung in a horizontal plane.

I prefer, howevel to secure the arm 10 to the
post 2 by the scww 12, which takes into a

threaded socket in the upper end of the post.
and has its head of such a size and so shaped
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that it forms a tray 13, which forms a con-

venient support for a watel pltehel a lamp,
or the like.

At its free end the arm 10is prowded with
an apertured angular branch 14, to which the
angle-plate 15 is eonnected prefel ably by the

Qo

screw 16, which takes thr O"Lwh the apertureof

the blanch 14 and the cuwﬂmem slot 17 in
the vertically-disposed portion of the angle-

plate and the wing-nut which is mounted on
said screw, as shmw n. T1his construction, as
will beleadlly’ appreciated, permits of the top
18, which is mounted on the angle- plate 15, be-
111g readily adjusted to various angles of in-
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clination from the horizontal and &d;] ustably -
fixed in such inclined positions, so as to form
a convenlent rest for a book or paper. .
i 'Fhe horizontal arm of the angle-plate 15 is
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wardly.
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provided with a headed projection 19, and this
projection is designed to take into the socket
20 on: the under side of the table-top 18 and be
detachably secured therein by the preferably-
beveled spring-pressed bolts 21, which, by
preference, extend to points adgacen‘u 1o oppo-
site edges of the top and are provided with
mlﬂulm branches or finger-pieces, as shown.

In virtue of this construction it will be seen
that by placing the top 18 upon the angle-
plate 15 so that the socket 20 registers with the

projection 19 and pressing down upon sald

top the head of the projection 19 will be caused

to pass the bolts 21, and said bolts will then |
resume their normal position and by engag-

g the head of the projection will secure the
table-top upon the angle-plate. It will also
be seen that when it is desired to remove the
top from the angle-plate 15 1t is stimply neces-
sary to graspthe opposite edgesof the top and
with the fingers draw the bolts 21 outwardly,
when the top will be disengaged from and may
be readily lifted off the angle-plate. This
ready removal and replacement of the top 18
admits of the said top being used as a tray, or,
in other words, it admits of the top being car-
ried to the kitchen or other supply-point and
laden and then brought back and secured in

position upon the angle-plate, which isan im-

portant advantage. VWhen the top 18 18 re-
moved fromtheangle-plate 15,itmaybe placed
upon a ‘mble or other supportand rested upon
the cleats 22, with which 1t 18 provided upon
its under side, as shown.

In order to hold a book or paper upon the

top 18 when the same is adjustably fixed in

an inelined position in front of a person in
the bed, I provide said top with the spring-
pressed holdmn device 23, (see Figs. 3 and 4,)
which preferably comprises the rods 24, ex-
tending through the table-top and having
branches at their upper ends, the bar 25 con-
necting the lower ends of said rods and hav-
Ing an aperture receiving a depending guide-
pin 26 and coiled springs 27, surrounding the
rods 24 and interposed between the table-top
and the bar 25, as shown. By pressing up-

wardly on the bar 25 the angular branches or
heads of the rods 24 are raised from the table-
top, and a paper or book may then be inter-
posed between said branches or heads and the
top and be securely held by the springs. 27,
tending to draw said heads or branches down-
When desired, the paper or book
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may be readily released by pr e&sm gupwar dly
on the bar 25. :

Having described my 111*»?@11‘51011
claim 18—

1. Inatable, the combination of a support,
a headed plOJGOthll on said support, a top
having a socketreceiving said projection, and

what I

55

6o

a spring-pressed bolt conneeted with the top |

and extending into the socket and engaging
the projection and also extending to a point
adjacent to one edge of the top and provided
at such point with a finger-piece, substan-
tially as and for the purpose specified.

2. Inatable, the combination of a bed-rail,
apostor upright, anarm connected to the post
or upright and extending laterally therefrom

and carrying a top, a sleeve arranged at the

side of the bed-raill and receiving the post or

upright and having exterior threads, a lateral

arm connected to smd sleeve and havi ng its
free end threaded, an arm having a thr e&ded
aperture receiving the threaded portion of the
sleeve and also h&ving 1ts free end threaded,
a slotted strap arranged on the opposite side

‘of the rail with respect to the sleeve and re-

ceiving the threaded ends of the arms and

nuts mounted on said arms, substantially as

spemﬁed

In a table the eombmatlon of a post or
upl 19]113 a horizontal arm loosely mounted and
supported upon the post or upright and
adapted to be swung in a horizontal plane and

having the vertically-disposed and apertured
branch 14, at its free end, the angle-plate hav-

ing the headed projection on its horizontal
branch and also having the curved slot 17, 1n
1ts vertical br &nch, a screw extending 1311101;1(1]1

the aperture in the branch 14, of ‘Lhe 11011~-

zontal arm and the curved slot 1/ of the an-
ole-plate, a nut mounted on said smew, and
a table-top having a socket adapted to receive
the headed proje-etion of the angle-plate and
also having a spring-pressed bolt extending
into the socket and adapted to engage the pro-
jection of the angle-plate and also extending
to a point adjacent to one edge of the top and
provided at such point with a finger-piece,
substantially as and for the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature

in presence of two witnesses.
EDWARD E. bLNNE TT.
Witnesses:
MARTHA R. MYERS,
L. C. HILLS.
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