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To all whom & may concermw:

Be it known that I, AucusT H. MEIER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Mar-
ble Roek, in the county of Floyd and State

s of Jowa, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Post-Augers; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to

1o whichitappertains to make and use the same.

The object of my invention is to provide
a self - feeding tool for digging post-holes
which can be used with ease and which will
open a hole in the soil with great rapidity;

15 and it consists, essentially, in a scoop to one
end of which a handle is attached for oper-
ating the same and its other end terminating
in tl1ree blades, one of which makes the ad-
vanced cut and slightly holds the dirt. The

20 second blade follows with a broader cut and
also slightly holds the dirt, the third blade
doing no cutting but retammﬂ' the soil in the
scoop, and also serving as a gage to detfermine
the depth of the cut.

25 In order to enable others familiar with this
class of tools to make and use the same, I
will proceed to describe its construction and
operation, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, which form a part hereof,

20 and 1n which—

IFigure 1 is a perspective of the tool. Fig.
2 is a bottom end view of the scoop, showmw
the position of the cutters relative to ea,ch
other and also the dirt-holder; and Fig. 5 1s

35 a plan view of the blank as cut from the
sheet, the positions of the parts affer being
bent into shape being shown in dotted 11nes

Like letters of reference denote correspond-
ing parts in all of the drawings.

40 A represents the body of the SCO0P, which
is cutfrom a sheet of metal inthe form shown
in Fig. 3 and then bent into a half-cylinder,
as bhOWIl in Fig. 1. To the upper end of the
body there is secured a handle B for operat-

15 ing the same. The lower end of the body A
is fashioned into three blades «, b, and c.

The blade a is of V shape double-curved in-

wardly, asshown in Fig. 2, and has a cutting
edge at .
so inwardly and supplied with a cutting edge at

e. 'This blade b not only cuts out a lar ger |

i8 necessary to operate 1it.

The blade b is also double-cury ed.

hole th:a,n the blade o, but serves also as a
feed to draw the tool mto the ground. The

blade ¢ is beveled to accommodate it to the

earth. This blade ¢ serves also as a gage
for the cut of the blade b. The handle Bis
bent at h sufficiently to stand over the cen-
ter of the cut or over the point of the blade
a for the reason that when the tool is 1n op-
eration the sides of the hole will be cut per-
pendicular without any care in the use of the

tool.

By the construction above described the
blades take hold of the earth like a gimlet or
auger and no downward pressure whatever

needs only the strength to turn the auger
around and the hole will be cut to the desired
depth.

The manner of opemtmn‘ my device 1S as
follows: The operator grasps the cross-bar of
the handle B and sets the point of blade aon

the ground in the centerof the proposed hole

he is about to cut, then turns the tool to the
richt, and as it is tumed the blade a will cut
a small round hole and the dirft will be forced

up by the curve of the blade ¢ upon the other

two blades. The blade b will follow and cut
or ream out alarger hole around the hole cut
by the blade c. This blade b, being set on a
curve downwardly, will feed and dmw the
tool into the ground without a downward
pressure from the hands of the operator.
The dirt cut by the blade b will also be car-
ried up and held by the blade c.

It will be seen that the blade ¢, turning with
its under surface on the unout or mmd will
serve as a gage for the cut of the blade b and
the cut of the blade & will be just in propor-
tion in depth as the distance the point on the
blade b is below the horizontal surface of the
bottom of the blade c. When the body A of
the scoop is filled with dirt, the operator raises
the tool and the various blade%, especially the
blade ¢, will prevent the dirf from falling back
into the hole.

Having now described my invention, what

ent, 15—
A post-hole auger coumstmﬂ of a semlcy-
lindrical body hawnw three inwardly-curved

The operator
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I claim, and desire to secure by Lettels Pat-
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blacdles formed upon Tts lower end, one of the
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blades being adapted to make an advance
cut, a second blade curved inwardly to a
-smaller distance and adapted to follow cut-
ting a hole of larger diameter than the first,
; and the third curved further inward and up-
ward to retain the soil cut by the two ad-
vancing blades, substantially as described. |

|

in the presence of two witnesses.

Witnessés:
B M. M. CApy,
J. E. ROSSER.

In testimony whereof I affix my sighature o

AUGUST H. MEIER.
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