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7o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, EDWARD L. DWYER, of
Cambridge, county of Middlesex, and State
of Massachusettfs have invented an Improve-
ment in Street-Car Signs, of which the follow-
1ing description, in connection with the accom-
panying drawings, is a specification, like let-
ters on the drawings representing like parts.

This invention has for its object the pro-
duction of a novel and efficient street-car sign
for day or night use of simple constluetlon

‘and readily opemted whereby the conductor

or motorman at the end of the route may
without leaving the car set the sign to indi-
cate the destination of the car.

It is now common to provide street-cars
with exterior signs, and usually at the sides
and ends, on the roof, which are rotated upon
a horizontal axis to display the face of the

sign having the particular destination painted
thereon the conductor using a stick to poke
the sign until it has been properly rotated.
This is dangerous for the operator and clumsy
at best, and said signs have no means of illu-
mination at night, so that it is difficult for
passengers to note the destination of the car
until it 18 close upon them.

My present invention obviates these objec-
tionable features, and I provide a sign which
1s as readily distinguishable at night as by
day.

The various novel features of my invention
will be hereinafter described in the specifl-
cation and particularly pomted out in the
claims.

Figure 1 18 a perspective view of a sufficient
port-ion of one end of a street-car to be un-
derstood with my invention applied thereto.
Fig. 2 18 a front elevation, partially broken
out, of the sign. Fig. 3 is an enlarged trans-
verse sectional view of the sign and case,
showing the operating mechanism. Fig. 4 is
a horizontal section on the line = z, Fig. 3,
looking down, of one end of the case; and
Fig. 5 1s an enlarged detail view of a part of
the operating mechanism.

In Fig. 1 I have shown the sign mounted
upon the roof R of the case, the sign compris-
ing a casing A, open in front and adapted to
receive therein a suitable lamp, an incandes-
cent lamp L being shown in Fig. 3.

Convexed corner-pieces b, secured to the

ends a of the case, support a rectangular
frame b', carrying a pane of glass b*, upon
which are painted or formed in opaque let-
ters the names of the two ends of the route,
in two horizontal lines, the signs proper occu-
pying the upper and lower halves of the glass.

A shutter or recess c is provided with jour-
nals ¢’ ¢* at its ends, which enter suitable

‘bearings in the corner-pieces b, the screen

turning about a horizontal axis between the
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two signs, the width of the screen being suf- -

ﬁelent to eompletely cover one or the othel |

sign, according to its position.

The corner-pieces are preferably made in
two pieces, the inner piece b° of one of the
corners being extended inward and over-
turned at 0%, Figs. 3 and 4, to form a_stop,
while the JOHI’H&I ¢' of the screen ¢ is ex-
tended through and beyond its bearing in 6.
An arm ¢ is rigidly secured to the j’ournal
within the corner-piece and extends oppo-
sitely to the screen, as shown in Fig. 3, a cord
or other flexible actuating device c¢* being at-
tached to the extremity of the arm. A sec-
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ond arm ¢’ is loosely mounted on the journal '

¢’ inside of the arm ¢®and is normally held in
the position shown in Ifigs. 3 and 4 by an in-
turned lip ¢® on the arm ¢?, forming a stop
therefor, the stop 6° limiting movement of the
arm ¢’ in the opposite direction.

I prefer to mount a guide-sheave ¢ on the
arm ¢’ at or near its extremity, over which
the flexible connection ¢* passes from the arm
¢® on its way through a suitable opening 3

in the bottom a® of the case A, said opening

also being provided, preferably, with a guide
roll or sheave a

On the vertical wall of the car I mount a
combined actuator and detent, consisting of-

a block d, of metal or other suitable material,
having a suitably-threaded opening d' there-
on (see dotted lines, Fig. 5) to receive snugly
the spirally-grooved shank of a stud c?, hav-
ing a head or hand piece d°.
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The cord ¢tis wound around the shank and

secured to its outer end in such manner that
the cord will be unwound as stud enters the
block d, and vice versa, the stud fitting so

100

snugly in the block or seat that the friction

will hold i1t from turning unless posmvely |

actuated. |
When the sereen c is down in the position
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shown herein, the stud will be turned into ifs
seat, unwinding the connection ¢*; but when
the stud is rotated to move outward the con-
nection will be wound up, turning the screen
¢ up to cover the upper sign.and expose the
lower one. The loose arm ¢® guides the con-

“nection ¢t and will turn with the arm ¢ when

the latter has been moved through an angle
of about forty-five degrees, and in the reverse
movement the stop b6° detains the arm ¢’ at
the proper time, so that the connection ¢! is
always pulled in a direct line. |

If desired, the screen ¢ may be weighted by

attaching to 'its outer edge a strip ¢, of metal,

to assistits return to 1ower position, and a
leaf-spring s is secured to the front of the
frame 0’ at its top to engage and be com-
pressed by the screen When mlbed the spring
expanding, when the connection ¢* is slack-
ened, stifficiently to throw the screen over
center.

- In order to completely conceal the lamp in
the case A without diminishing the brilliancy
of the sign and also to bring out the lettering
with greater clearness, I insert a backing f
in suitable guides 7 behind the glass 6%, said

- backing consisting, preferably, of a sheet of
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thin smrched white linen tlﬂhtly stretched |

on a frame ¥’'. This backing is much more
effective than ground glass in concealing the
la,mp, and 1t also gives greater brllhmlee and

prominence to the 1ettermﬂ' of the signs and

1n the daylight forms a clear white n‘lound

thereior.

My invention is not restricted to the pre-
cise construction and arrangement herein
shown, as the same may be modified in va-
rious details without departing from my in-
vention. |
Having fully deseribed my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 18—

1. A sign for street-cars and the 11ke COI1l-
prising a case having fixed uponitstr onta,plu-
rality of destination-signs thereon one above
the other, a screen pivoted between said signs
and adapted to cover one or the other, and
means to move the screen to conceal one of
the signs at a time, substantially as described.

2. In an apparatus of the class described, a
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| case having a front of glass, upon which two -
-signs are fixed, one above the -
other, a screen pivoted centrally between and

to conceal one or the other sign, means to op-

~erate the screen, and a tmnslueent backing 5|

located behind the glass, substantially as de-

mubed

. In an apparatus of the class deser ibed,a
case having an open front, convex corner-

pieces secured to the ends of the case and sup-

porting a transparent sign-plate, upon which -
are indicated the route-tel minals, a translu-

cent backing of starched linen Jocated behind

the sign- plate a screen horizontally pwoted-:ir:

in the corner-pieces, and means to swing the
“sereen to cover one or other of the termmal-

signs, substantially as described.

1. Inan apparabus of the class described, a -
fixed sign-plate having the route- ‘terminals

‘display ed ther eupon, a screen pivoted be--
tween said terminal-signs, to cover one orthe
a rigid arm on one "of the journals of
the sereen a flexible connection attached
“thereto, and a cuide-arm for said connection,
_mounted loosely on the journal, Whereby a
pull on the flexible connection will ralse the.’*-

other,

sereen, substantially as described.

- . In an apparatus of the class deseribed, a o
sign - plate having the route-terminals dis—._,_;_';_

played thereon, a pwotal]y-mounted screen

to conceal one or other si gn, aspirally-grooved

stud, its seat, and a flexible connection at--

:swhed to the sereen and to the stud, whereby
rotation of the latterinto its seat will unwind
said connection, and vice versa, to lower 01'__‘:

raise the scéreen, substantially as described. -

6. In an apparatus of the class descrlbed a
fixed sign-plate, a sereen pivoted 1n front

thereof, meanstoraisethescreen, and aspring

on the upper part of the sign- pla,te to engage 94

and throw the said screen over center when -
released, substantially as deseribed.

In testlmony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

EDWARD L. DWYER

Witnesses:
JOHN C. EDWARDS,
AUGUSTA H. DEAN.
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