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To all whom it may concern:
Beit knownthatI, PAUL G. MUENCHINGER,
a citizen of the Umted States, residing at

Newport, in the county of Newport and State

of Rhode Island, have invented a new and

useiul Envelop, of which the following is a

Speelﬁcatmn

This invention relates to an 1mp1 ovement
in envelops, and the principal object in view
18 to provide an envelop with an attachment
which will facilitate the tearing open of the
envelop and at the same time not interfere

with the appearance thereof, being concealed.

entirely from view within the same.
The object of the present invention is to

reinforce the envelop at such point and in

- such manner as that the direction in which
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the tearing of the envelop shall extend may
be accumtely governed and predetermined.

To this end the Invention consists in an
improved envelop embodying certain novel
features and details of.construction, as here-
inafter fully described, illustrated in the
drawings, and finally pointed out in the
claims hereto appended.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a rear elevation of the improved envelop
closed and sealed. Fig. 2 is a similar view
with the gummed flap open. Fig. 3 is a per-
spective viewillustratingthemanner of open-
ing the envelop.  Fig. 4 is a view similar to
Fig. 1, the envelop having been torn open.

Similar numerals of reference designate cor-
responding parts in the several ﬁfrures of the
drawings.

Referring to the accompanyingdrawings, 1
designates an ordinary envelop having the
usual lapped side flaps 2 and the top and
bottom flaps 3 and 4, respectively, the bottom
flap being permanently gummed to the side
flaps Where it overlaps the same.

To the inner surface of the top or loose flap

3 of the envelop is attached a triangular-

shaped reinforcement 5, of muslin, cloth, or
other suitable textile material, the same be-
ing preferably pasted upon the inside of said
flap. This reinforcement is shaped in such
manner as not to interfere with the gummed
edge of the ilap 3 and extends atits opposite
ends in proximal relation to the corners of
the envelop and flap, as at 6. One edge of

this triangular reinforcementis substantially |

coincident with the fold of the flap 3, while
the reversely-inclined edges 7 of such rein-
forcement lie in proximal relation to the
cummed portion of the flap and intersect in
a common point or vertex 8. The flap 3 is
also formed with a V-shaped slit 9, coinci-
dent with the point or vertex of thereinforce-
ment 5, the said slit establishing an angular
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lip 10, ‘which is strengthened by the rein-

forcement and adapted to be grasped between
the thumb and forefinger prepamtmy to the
opening of the enveh)p

The operation of opening the envelop 1S-a8

follows: The envelop is grasped by the left
hand, with the thumb preferably resting near
the centel of the envelop and upon the point
of the flap 3, as illustrated in Fig. 3. The
upper portmn of the envelop, by means of
the right hand, is then deflected or bent for-

ward until the angular lip 10 projects up-

ward, whereupon 1t is grasped between the
thumb and forefinger of the right hand. By
now pulling firmly and quickly upwmd tio-
ward the top of the envelop the flap 3 will
be torn simultaneously in opposite directions,
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and the line of tearing will be influenced and

~controlled by the directing edges 7 of the tex-

tile reinforcement 3.

The construction above deseribed provides
avery simple and efficient means for quickly
opening an envelop and at the same time
protects the contents of such envelop and

obviates the liability of injuring or tearing

the same. 'The form of the reinforcing-piece
5 may be varied to suit the shape orsize of the
envelop in connection with which it is used.
A great advantage of this 1mprovement re-
sules in the fact that it requires no special
attention or care on the part of the person

mailing the letter, and at the same time it is

so cheap in cost that it will add very little to

. the retail price of the envelop.

Changesin the form, proportion, and minor
detalls of construction may be resorted to
without departing from the spirit or sacrific-
ing any of the advantages of this invention.

II&Vi]lﬂ' thus described the invention, what

18 clzumed as new 1s—

1. An envelop having :;Lpphed to the inner
surface of 1ifs seahnﬂ'-ﬂap, a reinforcement,
the latter being removed from the edge of the
flap and reaching from the center to the op-
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posite corners of the sealing-flap the center of
the reinforcement being extended toward the

- point of the flap, and said flap being formed
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with a slit coincident with the edge of the
central portion of the reinforcement whereby

the flap may be torn in such manner as to

leave the gummed portion thereof adhering
to the main body of the envelop, substan-
tially as described. |

2. An envelop formed with a V-shaped slit
extending parallel to the point of the sealing-
flap and constituting an angular lip, and a re-
inforcement applied toand covering the inner
surface of said angular lip and extending
thence in opposite directions to the opposite
corners of said flap and envelop, substan—-
tially as described.

3. An envelop having applied to the inner
surface of its sealing-flap, a triangunlar rein-
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| forcement, the latter being removed from the

edge of the flap and ha,vmo' two of its angles
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or corners extended to the 0pp0$1te corners of

the sealing-flap and the remaining corner or o
angle extended toward the point of the flap, |

the said flap .being formed with a V-shaped

slit coincident W1th the point or vertex.of the - '_

reinforcement and adapting the flap to tear
in such manner as fo leave the gummed por-
tion thereof adhering to the main body of the

envelop, substantially as described.
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

my own I have hereto affixed my swnatmem I

the presence of two witnesses.
PAUL G. MUENCHINGER

Wltnesses
A. 1. MUENCHINGER,
E. K. STEVENS.
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