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Yo all whom it may concermn:

Beif known that I, THOMAS H. MCCOLLIN,
a citizen of the United States, residing in the
city and county of Philadelphia and State
of Pennsylvania, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Photographers’
Presses, of which thefollowing is a full, clear,
and exact description, reference being had to
the accompanying drawings, forming a part
ol this specification.

Thisinvention relates to pressesof the kind
used, more especially, for imprinting charac-
ters upon photographic mounts, my object
herein being to provide a constructlon where-
by the 1*@(1111%1’[6 impressions may be readily
applied to large or small cards at predeter-
mined posxtmn&, thereon, and wherebygold or
other metallic leaf or pmvder may be accu-
rately and e:s.pedluouslv applied to and affixed
in such impressions.

As heretofore constructed presses of the
class named have been cumbersome, expen-
sive, and ditficult to operate, in consequence
of which it has been the custom of special
concerns toimprint for and at the expense of
photographers the cards or mountings used
by the latter. ' | '

My invention is designed to afford a simple
and comparativelyinexpensivestructure that
may be possessed by the individual photog-

rapher and be efficiently used by him in the
manner above mentioned.

To this end the Invention, as generally
stated, comprehends a reciprocative platen,
preferablyinclined,as below described, means
for reciprocating thesame, a bed arranged be-

lowand parallel with said platen, adie holder

or chase attachable to and detachable {from
said bed, and novel lateral and end guide de-
vices coacting with said parts to effect accu-
rate register or adjustment in relation to the
die of a superposed card or mounting, all as
hereinafter fully described, and definitely
claimed.

In the annexed drawings, Figurelis a side
elevation of my invention. Fig. 2 is a plan
thereof. I'ig. sisatransversesectionthrough
the die-holder and the supporting-bed. Fig.

4 1s a perspective view of the die-holder de-
tached. Fig. 5 i1s a similar view of the ad-
Justable end guide. |

A designates the main supporting-frame,
comprisinganinclined bed candanoverhang-

- ing

arm ', connected therewith., The forward
or elevated portion of the berl is sustained by
appropriate legs or standards «*, as seen,
while the forward portion of the arm is pm-—
vided with a longitudinal guideway therein
for the reception of a plunger 0, to the end
that the latter shail be reciprocative at a
right angle to the opposed face of the bed.
On the lmver end of the plunger is a platen
B, the face of which is parallel with that of
the bed. The plunger with its platen is
maintained normally elevated by the action
of a spiral spring &', the upper end of which
1s secured to a pmject&ng pin O+, fast on the
arm ¢', while the otherorlower end 1s secured
to a pin 6° which projects from the plunger
through a vertical slot in said arm.

between snitably-disposed lugs ¢® on the
arm ¢ is pivoted the cam- headed end of a
hand-lever b% the same being adapted when
properly m&mpulated to act upon the upper
end of the plunger for the purpose of forci-
bly depressing the plunger and platen against
the stress of the spring or of permitting the
same to bereturned by the spring fothe raised
position.
On the upper face of the bed is removably

supported a die holder or chase C, comprising
a rectangular construction prm*lded with lat-

eral hps or guides ¢, that take against the
edges of the bed, to the end that the die-
holder may be readily and accurately applied
to the bed from the front of the machine.
The holder is also provided with a suitably-
arranged stop ¢’ therein to facilitate the
propet disposition of the die-bloek D, which
latter is clamped in place by means of a set-
serew ¢?, working in one side of the holder,
as shown., It is further provided with a for-
wardly-extending frame-piece ¢*, the outer
end of which 18 bent upward in line with the
face of the die-block tc the end that said
frame-piece shall serve not only as a guide or
support for the cards introduced to the ma-
chine, but also as a handle for the die-holder.
It will be seen that if said holder, with the
die contained therein, be applied to the bed
and a card thereupon be interposed between
the die and the normally-raised platen the
act of depressing said platen, as above de-
seribed, will effect the impression of the die
in the opposed face of the card.

As a simple and efficient means to insure
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|+ the proper disposition of the card in respeet - As large cards, by reason of their greater oo
| -to thedie I have provided lateral and end :‘thmkness, are much softer than smaller cards -
"""" | - guide devices of the following construction: | the pressure exerted by the platen upon the
SRR - KExtending laterally o 'u'twald from.  the for- | former is much less than upon thelatter,and
o s oward por‘mon of thearm ¢ is a rod K, on-which | hence the strength of the arm without there- -
------ . are adjustably mounted two (mme or less) | inforcingscrew or boltisampleforlarge work. 65 -
- forwardly - extending fingers ¢, preferably | By the foregoing described construction it ..
. downwardly cuned, as 111[18t1 ated. In this | will'be obvious that large or small cards may
""" - 1nstance the ﬁnﬂ*ms are provided with perfo- | be impressed at any predetermined position. =~ =
........ 10 rated bosses ¢, whleh are freely mounted on | thereon, that when the guides are once set -
i 'the rod and me provided with set-screws ¢*, | for a cert&m class of WOI‘k no change of the 70 . -
- which take against the rod. 'IHence by 1008-. parts is required until the work is comp]eted‘; SRS
........ ~ ening the serews the fingers or either of them | and that, so far as the adjusting of the parts .~
0 . may be adjusted to any point in the: length | 1s coneemed no especial skill is required. ... .
15 of the rod or be swung upwardly or dmvn—i - When it:is desired to apply gold or o;thazrz BT
-------- .. wardly thereon, and theu by tightening the | metallic leaf or powder tothe impressions, the 75
S S R - .serews said ﬁngers; or either of ;t-hemf may be.| die is ‘‘sized ” at the outsef in the usual man-. .
SEREERES ~ fixed in the position of adjustment. Forex- | ner and the requisite heat is applied to the =
"""" ~ample, in small or cabinet- size work the | die by merelysetting the holder orchaseupon: .
------- 20 smaller or inner finger is set in proper rela- | a suitable stove; Lhe frame ¢®in that case pro- -
. tion with the die to serve as a guide or abut- | viding a ready mecms whereby the die-holder 8o
T T ~  ment for the lateral edge of ‘!3116 card, while | may be handled. In view of the inclination
"""" - in larger work this finger is thrown out of | of the bed said holder may be readily applied =~
~action and the larger finger is brought into | to or removed from the machine. Similarly, =
SEREEEE 25 play. It will be seen that by mer ely throw- | the insertion of the card or mount between REREEE
. ing the finger more or less on the rod the | the die and the platen 18 iamhtated .85
- lower end of the finger may be set to any pre- | I claim— = - SR
. determined point, within limits, in respect to.; 1. In a photcmaphm S press the combmw EEREI
the forward and rearward ends of the card.: | ;1;101'1 ‘with a supporting-frame comprising an -
S 30 Suitably located on the sides of the frame :mclmed bed and an overhanging arm, of-a =
. :A rearwardly of the inclined bed, are bosses | reciprocative pldten disposed above zmd par-.go -
-------- f,, whlch are’ transversely per fomted to re- | allel with said bed, means for reciprocating: -
B ~ceive two parallel rods f', that extend up- | said platen,-a die-holder attachable to and
. wardly beneath the platen, and which hosses | detachable from said bed, adjustable endand
SERE 3 5 ‘are provided with set-screws 7%, by means of | lateral guides on. said frame_ and means for.
SEDERS RN 'whmh the rods may be fixed in various posi- | fixing said guides intheir respective positions 95
SR RS ‘tions of longitudinal adjustment. The up- | of adjustment, substantially as described. =
R ;per ends of these rods support a transverse | 2. In a photographer’s press, the combina- =
bar or plate I, which serves as a determinate | tion, with a supporting-frame provided with
40 stop or guide ‘for the inner end of the card, | a suitable bed, a reciprocative platen above
the position of such bar or plate relative to. sald bed, and means for reciprocating the roo
the die being effected by the proper adjust- | platen, of a die-holder constructed to be slid
ment of the latera,l rods. The plate F takes | upon said bed, and an adjustable yielding
against the under side of the platen and ex- | end guide rearward of said holder, said guide
45 tends below the top of the die-block, so as to | comprising a transverse bar or plate that lies
afford a positive stop for the card. The rods | against the under side of the platen and lat- 105
are yvielding or elastic to the end that when eml rods that are extended from said plate
~ the platen is depressed the guide-plate will | or bar and adjustably mounted in supports
yield thereto and that when the platen is | in the respective sides of the frame, whereby
so raised said plate will automatically resume | the ends of the bar may be adjusted 1nde-
. 1ts former position. pendently of each other, substantially as de- 110
IFor the purpose of strengthening the over- | scribed.
hanging arm I connect it ab a su:ttable point In testimony whereof I have hereunto af-
in its length with the bed portion by means | fixed my signature in the presence of two sub-
5o of a stout serew or bolt G, which latter may | scribing mtness:es |
bereadilyremovedshould occasion sorequire, TIIOWIAS H. McCOLLIN.
as, tor mstance, when it is necessary to umn- Witnesses:
press the card a considerable distance beyond JOHN R. NOLAN,
its forward edge. WATSON NOLAN.
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