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To il whom it may cornceri: |

Beit known that I, WILLIAM L. TAYLOR, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Kast
Liverpool, in the county of Columbiana and
State of Ohio, have invented or discovered
new and useful Improvements in Locking
Electrie-Lamp Sockets, of which the following
is a specification.

Inthe accompanying drawings,which make
part of this specification, Figure 1 is a side
elevation of the socket, showing key applied
Fig. 2 1s a side
elevation of the shell with keyhole. Fig. 31s
a side elevation, broken away, of lamp-base,
showing seat for spring-dog. Tig. 4 is a de-
tail inside elevation of locking-spring and ad-
jacent parts of lamp and socket broken away.
Fig. 5 is a plan of key; and Iig. 6, a side
elevation of socket with shell removed, show-
ing locking-spring in engagement with lamp.

The purpose of my invention, generally
stated, is to devise an automatic lock whereby
an electric lamp can be secured in its socket
against unauthorized removal.

It is well known in mills, shops, and other
large establishments using a considerable
number of incandescent lamps that the

monthly loss due to repeated thefts of the

lamps by workmen or others is quite heavy.
I propose to prevent this pilfering by locking
the lamp in the socket by simple means, from
which its withdrawal can- only be accom-
plished by a key in the possession of a fore-
man or other responsible person.

I have chosen to illustrate my invention in
connection with the Bryant socket, lately
manufactured by the Westinghouse Electrie
Company, but the principle of my invention
is applicable to any of the commercial types
of socket. -

In the several views, which make part of
this application, 2 is the lamp-base, which has
the usual air-holes, one of which is seen at 27,
Fig. 3. | |

3 is the shell through which I make a key-
hole 8%, registering with keyhole 4* in spring
4 whichis here shown assecured to the porce-
lain base 5 of the socket, but may be attached
at any other convenient point of the socket.
The spring 4 has an inwardly-projecting spur

1> adapted to pass between the spring-teeth |
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of the lamp-receptacle 6 and enter the air-
hole 2* in the lamp-base.

7 1is any suitable key which by preference
has a pivoted spur 7* to enter a small hole
drilled in the porcelain base 3 of the lamp-
receplacle 6. This assists in centering the
key and preventing its slipping when turned,
but this feature may be omitted.

The lamp is thrust into its socket In the
usnal way and turned until the click of the
spring-spur entering its seat is heard or until
a pull fails to release the lamp. Virtually
this only takes an instant. The lamp now
can only be removed by the use of a key.
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If the relative positions of the keyhole in

the shell and the hole in the lamp-base are
noted, the lamp may be merely thrust into 1ts
socket and instantly locked without any ro-
tation of the lamp. |

It will be noted that the changes in the
structure can be made at a trivial expense.

1 utilize one of the air-holes in every lamp-

base, although a special hole may be in the

i base for this purpose.

The shellis unchanged, exceptto cut a key-
hole therein, and the only alteration in the
socket is to attach a simple spring-dog with
a keyholestamped therein. Anysimple form
of key will be sufficient.

The details of my invention may be Indefi-
nitely modified, but as I believe I am the first
to accomplish the locking of an electric lamp

“in its socket, from which it can be removed
| only through the instrumentality of the key,

I intend to claim the same broadly, as well as
to cover my specific means. |

Many prior patents show devices for secur-
ing the lamp in its socket against accidental
displacement merely, where the lamp may be
removed by hand without employing any aux-

iliary tool, and such constructions I do not

intendtoclaim. My devicediffers from these
in the factthat the lampis strictly ‘‘locked”
in place, requiring a key to release it betore
removal, and by the term “‘locked” in the fol-
lowing claims I mean so secured that a key is
required torelease the cateh of the lock betfore
withdrawal is possible. | |

I claim— |

1. The combination of an electric lamp; a
socket therefor; means for auntomatically
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. locking the lamp in its socket byinserting the |
. lamp ‘ihemm and a Ley 'by whmh alone ther 1

o lamp can Le released.

;.ﬂsocket therefo r;

2. The eombmatmn @f an electme Iamp, 8

o “means for autom&tmaﬂy; i
o 1{}01{111@‘ L}m ].amp 11:1 11:& socke‘t b}f ﬂ'wmﬂ' a par-z_;;

o Z'_.};.‘the lﬂ,mp can be released.

3. The combination of an elech ¢ ]amp h&v
m o :-EL depxe%mn mits base,= a soeket there- |
for having a lockin g-spring adapted to engage |
~with said depression and a key by which a,lone;--%
-‘the lamp can be released.
4, 'I’he combination of an: cleetrie 1:511111} h&v REEEEE
-nlﬂﬁ a depression in its base: a shell having a -
o Leyhole therein; alamp-socketand a loekmn—-* =

. .spring atmched to said Tamp-socket adaptedé |

‘to engage with the depression in the lamp-
ng-a- I{e}h(}le I‘(‘“‘lStGI"l’ﬂO wnh_f
1 Lhe keyhole in the shell. | !
5. The combination of an eleetme L:tmp hav-

ing a depression in its base; ashell havinga
keyhﬂe therein; a l.«.-tmp socketand alocking-

‘spring attached to said lamp-socket, pl‘mﬂded‘% ::;
1 with & spur to engage with the depression in 25
the l’LlI}.p bﬂ,’-‘:e, ;_:]_,1{_'1 51,]:)1 chr HlSO ]1&‘%’1]]5?, 9, Leyf
hole registering with the ]_{eyhole of the shell. 1

In Lestmwny whereof I have hereunto qenf-?

base Eblld Thavi

my hand 1:,111% 3d day of I*(Jbruary A.D. 18%

o W’ILLIAM L. TAYLQR

’Wltnesc-«es
JNO. N. TM"LOR
J W. IRWIN.
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