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1o all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, JouN E. IRVINE, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing in the city
of Brooklyn, county of Kings, and State of
New York, have invented and produced a
new and original Game Apparatus, of which
the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
seription, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings. | |

My invention relates to an improvement in
games, 1ts object being to produce a simple
and cheap game apparatus, one which will
be easy to understand, and which shall afford
a large amount of amusement and instruec-
tion both to players and spectators.

With this object in view the invention con-
sists of certain novel features of construc-
tion, combination, and arrangement of parts,
as hereinafter set forth, and pointed out in
the drawings. |

My invention consists of three main parts—
two movable boxes, perfectly similar, and
the board on which the game is played.

T'he operation of the boxes and their use
on the game-board are illustrated in the ac-
companying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is an elevation view of the side of
the above-mentioned boxes, the dotted lines
showing the movement of the interior pieces.
Fig. 2 is a rear elevation of the invention.
Kig. 8 1s a perspective view, on small scale,

showing the game and the two boxes as they |-

would appear when in use. |

Similarletters refer tosimilar partsthrough-
out the several views. |

My device in its simplest form consists of a
box to be made of sheet-tin or other material.
1t 1s composed of two main parts A and B,
the part B having an upper position, as shown
by the solid lines, and a lower position, as

Indicated by the dotted lines on Figs. 1 and 2.

In Fig. 2 when part B is at the upper po-
sition the parts ¢ ¢ and d d would be visible,
but not visible when B is at the lower position.

A, the outer piece, consists of two similar
sides and a sloping top resting on four points
xx a2 'T'he front, back, and bottom are
open. A bracing-strip % is placed as shown,
a small opening £ on one side of A only, a
spring-strip g, controlled through the opening
k, & rod or axle ¢, extending through an open-
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tened at point m, encircling axle ¢ several

Ing in both sides of A, with a head on each | sent five yards distance.

end to prevent the rod from becoming de-
tached from A, a spiral wire spring £, fas- _
55
times, and so placed that it exerts an upward
pressure on the part B.

B consists of a shallow metal pan with a
bottom, two sides, and a back piece, the front
being open. To the bottom are secured two
loops d d, encircling axle ¢ and securing B
to axle c. Two wooden cleats ¢ e lie flat on
the bottom of interior pan B, fastened each
by a single serew from the exterior of the
bottom of B. (Screws in cleats shown in Figs.
1 and 2; cleats shown in Fig. 3.) Each cleat
is movable from side to side on the screw as a
pivot, and may be placed in any desired Po-
sition, as shown in Fig. 3. |

The part B being secured on axle ¢ by loops
d d into part A, and having been pressed
downward by operator at point o, which re-
fers to the entire upper edge of the back
piece of B, is held in the lower position, Fig.
1, by spring ¢, which projects over the side
of pan B. The end of part B is then at a
lower point than axle ¢, to which B is se-
cured, as in I'ig. 1. The object in having the
rear end of B so low is to provide a recepta-
cle that will hold small spheroids or marbles, 8o
whose function is explained later in the de-
scription of the game, in the rear end of the
pan when in the lower position.

The direction of the marbles may be con-
frolled by the operator by the use of the
wooden cleats e e, which he may turn at any
desired angle, the sloping top of A covering
his operations, so that they are unseen by his
opponent. The spring or catch % is pulled
outward by the operator. This releases B,
when the upward action of the spiral sprin
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J throws B quickly to the top of A, ejecting

the marbles or spheroids at point p forward
upon the board in various groups and in sev-
eral directions, according to the angle at
which the cleats ¢ ¢ were placed, as in Fig. 3.

Kig. 3 shows the boxes on the game-board.
The board itself consists of a foot-ball field
in miniature of varying dimensions. (Shown
onthedrawings.) Theboard orfoot-ballfield
Is divided into twenty-four equal spaces and
two larger ones, one at each end, by twenty-
five lines. Each space is supposed to repre-
The center or thir-
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the eleven men or marbles of one color.

20

used in the regular game of - foot-b&ll

T 01d

o | 569,102

teenthline fromeachendisknown asthe “cen-
ter line.” 'The firstline on each endis known
as the ‘‘goal-line.” The two short lines con-
nected b) a longer one behind each goal-line

are supposed 130 represent the two ﬂoal posts
The

game 18 pla,ved as follows: The men on the

.:1eld consist of twenty-two marbles or small
twenty - two men.

spheroids, representing
Eleven marbles are one color and eleven an-
other. The foot-ball is distinguished from
the marbles by its material and shape, being
made of wood or other substance in the same

general shape of a foot-ball—an oblate sphe- |
The game is to be played by two per-
Ecwh player places himself at an end

He has one of the boxes and
- The

SOnS.
of the board.

foot-ball is then placed on the center of the
field on the centerline. The privilege of first

play is determined by the operators by any

method acceptable to them. Having settlecd
this point, the first player (the foot-ball being

in the center of the field, and his box with

its two front feet placed not nearer than ten
vards to the foot-ball) allows a marble to roll

- down the outer incline of his box, so that it

- will strike the foot-ball, if posmble
marble fails to strike the ball, it is repeated.
marble Stnkes the foot-ball
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If the

As soon as this
both boxes are simultaneously tipped, so as
to precipitate the other twenty-three men on
the field, the men having been arranged Dby

 the use of the cleats 11]:1(161 cover of the slop-

ing tops of the boxes into various groups, ac-
COr dmﬂ to the judgment of the two players.
‘When the foot-ball stops rolling, it is called

““ dlown.” The side who has a man (ascer-
mined by the color of the marbles) nearest to
the foot-ball on the down is supposed to have
possession of the foot-ball for the next play.
The men are then rearranged in boxes ac-
cording to the judgment of the players and
the boxses are lined up for thenext play. The

posing player

and desire to secure Letters Patent, 1s— -

player whose side holds the ball must play 45

with the front feet of his boxon theline where
The op-
may place his box in any posi-
tion on his side of the field at discretion. .

the foot-ball was down or stopped.

After the opening play each side as it holds

the ball plays according to the rules of the

regular American colleﬂe came of foot-ball,

pomts that may be secured In the regular
game.
T claim that in my invention the game of
foot ball can be scientifically played.
Having described my invention and its
method of operation, what I claim as new,

-
‘seoring ‘‘touch- downs,” « goals,” and all -
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1. In a game apparatus, two similar boxes |

of tin or other material with sloping top and
two sides connected by a bracing-strip and
resting on four feet; a rod or :zmle on which

swings a tilting eompalbment or pan, with
three raised edﬂ‘es said rod encircled by a

spiral wire spring; two or more: movable
wooden cleats pivoted flat on the bottom of

the interior of tilting pan; a flat metal spring- =~

catchtor holdmn'mltmﬂ compartment; where-
by small balls or 111&11)1@8 may be dlscharged
from tilting compartment substantla,lly asl
and for the. purpose set forth.

2. The combination in a game appamtus_-_

of two similar boxes with slopmn' top, an in-
ner tilting compartmentor pan on the bottom

of which are pivoted flat two or more mov-

able wooden cleats, adjustable to various an-.
oles, for guiding or controlling the direction

of sm&ll “balls or marbles Lo be discharged

8o

from both tilting pans simultaneously 1n op--

posite forward du ections, on a board contain-

ing a diagram of a foot—ba,ll field in miniature,

substantlally as and for the purpose set forth !

JOHN E. IRVINE. LL S. |
Witnesses:
WiLLiam J. DE GROAT

WILBUR F. TREDWELL.
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