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To all whom it may concerp.:
- Be it known that I, FREDERICK PASCHEN
a citizen of the United States,and aresident of
Tampa, county of Hﬂlsborough and State of
5 Iflorida, haveinvented certainnewand useful
Improvements in Oyster-Tongs, of which the
following is a specification, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, fOlJIll]:lﬂ‘
a part thereof, in which similar letters of ref-
I0 erence mdlcate corresponding parts. .

T'his invention relates to oyster- tonn*s such
as are usually employed in gathering oystels
and other like shellf]
and it consists of certain 1n1p10vements on

15 the construction described and claimed in
the United States Patent No. 552,77 /2, bmnted
to me January 7, 1896.

The invention is fully disclosed in the fol-

lowing specification, of which the aceompany-

20 ing dlawmws form a palt in which—
| Flﬂule 1 is a side view of my improved
tonﬂ's showing the same wide open and ready

for use, and %howmw also a part of the con-

str uctmn in section :«:md a part of the handle
2t thereof connected therewith; Fig. 2, a similar
view showing the parts in a different posi-

- tion and E:]lOWH’.lﬂ‘ the tongs closed ; and Kig. 3 |

a front view of the tongs as ShOWll in lun* 2.
In the practice of my invention I pr owde

- 30 atubeA, inthelower end of which ismounted

- a Vertieally-movable cylindrical or tubular

head B, to the lower end of which is secured

& transverse bar C, which is provided with a
plurality of downwardly-projecting and out-

35 wardly-curved teeth C°, and the ends of the
transverse bar C are provided with outward-

ly-projecting arms D, which are preferably

segmental in form, and pivotally eonnected

with each of the arms D is a similar arm K,

40 the outer ends of which are connected by bat

F, which is parallel with the bar C, and the bar

T is provided with aplurality of downwardly-

‘projecting and backwardly-curved teeth G,

and the teeth C* and G are closed in the posi-

45 tion shown in Figs. 2 and 3, constituting a

basket, and the arms D and E are provided

with downwar dly-projecting prongs or teeth
which serve to close the end of the basket.

Secured to the cross-bar If are baekwarclly

so and inwardly curved plates or arms K, the

sh, sponges, GOIEL] &e. ; -

thy 0u0h the medmm of a rod 01 line % with a
band or ring k°, secured to the lower end of
the tube B and pivotally connected with the
tube A, and near the upper end thereof is a 355
lever L, the lower end of which is provided
with aninwardly-directed projection L%, which

13 adapted to pass through openings formed

in the tube A in the upper end of the tube

‘or head B, and between the upper end of the 6o

lever L zmd_ the tube A is placed a plate-
spring M, which operates to force the upper

end of the lever L. outwardly and the lower

end thereof inwardly, and connected with the .
upper end of the lever L is an operating-line 65
O, which 1is carried upwardly to the end of

the handle P, which is secured in the end of

the tube A in any desired manner. --

1The operation will be readily understood
from the foregoing description when taken 7o
in connection with the accompanying draw-
ings and the following statement thereof.

I13 will be lmdelst()od that this device is op-
erated from the deck of a vessel in the usual
manner. Theprongs are firstsetin the posi- 75
tion shown in Fig. 1, after which they are low-
ered into the water by means of the handle-
key, which may be of any desired length.
The bar C and the teeth C° connected there-

with constitute a stationary jaw which serves 8o

as a rake to gather up the oysters or other
articles; and the bar ¥ and the teeth G con-
nected Iaherewith' constitute a supplemental

or pivoted jaw which serves to retain the
oysters or other articles in position when rais- 85
ing them from the bottom, and in operation

the teeth C? are pressed upon the bottom,
whereby the oysters, shellfish, or other arti-
cles are located and dragged monn until the

‘pressure thereon indicates to the operator go

that a sufficient amount is collected on the
teeth C°. At this time the guard or line O is
operated toreleasethelever Lor thelowerend
thereof from 1ts connection with the tube or

‘head B, when the bar F and the teeth G con- 95

nected therewith immediately drop into the
position shown in Kig. 2, and in this position

the teeth C? G, and II form a basketin which
the oysters or other articles are securely re-
| tained while they are bemﬂ‘ raised and de- 100
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posited on the deck of the vessel, and this |

operation may be continued or repeated as
often as desired.

In the operation of raising the oysters, as
above described, the tube or head D drops
into the position shown in Fig. 2, as do also
the arms K and the arm and lever %, and, as
will be understood, the weight of the load
within the basket will be sufficient to keep
the tongs closed.

1T'his device is simple in construction and
operation and well adapted to accomplish the
result for which it is intended, and at the
same time is comparatively inexpensive and
1s not liable to get outof order or need repair.

It is evident that changes in and modifica-
tionsof the construction herein deseribed may
be made without departing from the spirit of
my invention or sacrificing its advantages,
and I therefore reserve the right to make all
such changes in and modifications thereof as
fairly come within the scope of theinvention.

T'bis invention is an improvement upon the
patent foroyster-tongs granted to me January
7, 1896, No. 552,772, and consists mainly in
the means by which the movable portion of
the tongs shown in the drawings is operated
In the act of opening and closing the tongs,
which is much simpler, easier, and effective
than the means shown in my said patent.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire tosecure by Letters
Patent, is—

The oyster-tongs as herein described, con-
sisting of two parts or sections the first being
a tube, a handle connected with the upper
end thereof, the lower end being secured to a
cross-bar provided with a plurality of down-
wardly-directed and outwardly-curved teeth:
the other section of the tongs being a verti-
cally-movable tube mounted on that above
described, to which atits lower end by means
of pivoted side armsis secured asupplemental

cross-bar also pivoted to the other cross-bar

by a rod or link and also like it provided with
teeth or tines downwardly directed and back-
wardly curved, theaction of thesupplemental
cross-bar and depending teeth being con-
trolled and when desired the tongs held open

by a spring-lever pivoted to the upper end of so

theoutertubeand provided with aninwardly-
directed projection which is adapted to pass
through a hole or opening formed in both the
inner and outer tubing and having a guard
or other device connected with said lever by
which it is operated, substantially as shown
and described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I have signed my name, in pres-
ence of two witnesses, this 31st day of Janu-
uary, 1896.

FREDERICK PASCHEN.

Witnesses:
M. MACLEAN,
B. McComB.
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