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FRUIT PlTTER
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0 il w?wm %7 nm,.y conceri.

I)e it known that we, SILAS ALLMAN I GSld- |
'.111ﬂ at Pasadena, and EDWIN A. INGHAM re-

51(11]:10 at Lam ande Park, Los Angeles eounty

_State of Cehtorma eltlzens of the Umted'

States, have mvented a certain newand useful
Ir mtt Pitter, of WhlGh ﬂle fellownw 18 EL
epemﬂe&tlon | -

The object of our uwemmn 18- to pr owde a
machine forrapidly pitting apricots and other

- stone fruit and separating the pits flOI]l ‘[]16

15 1

pulp of the fruit.

It is an object of our 1111?"611131011 to pmmde
means whereby the pit may be foreibly sepa-.
rated from the tw 0 haly es ol the pulp of the

fruit.

The a,ccompanymn dlamnﬂs illustr ate our

mventlon

20

the left side of 1* 1g. 1.
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- Figure1isa side eleﬁ etwn ot ournew fr ult-.
131131361 with parts broken away for clearness of

Fig. 2is an elevatlon looking at
Kig. 3is a plan of the
machine. Fig. 4 is a fragmental detail of the
cutter and sphtter 11ead
section of the splitter on line 5 5, IFig, 4.

illustration.

Our newly-invented fr111t—p1ttel complises
- & pitter-wheel A,

provided at intervals on its
rim with slig htly—pl ojecting radial fruit-en-
gaging wings or pro,]ectmns a, & cutter b, and
splitter &', mounted upon a suitable spring C,

~arranged to hold the cutter and sphtte] $0-

ward the wheel and almost in contact with the
fruit-engaging projections ¢, but to allow the
cutter end sphttel to be.sprung at their tops
away from the wheel. The spring C is'verti-

cal and is adjustably fastened at 13]:10 bottom-

of the machine by a seat or block D, which
holds the bottom of the spun

drawn from the wheel.
is almost vertical and extends downward , aP-
proaching the wheel from above the ]1011;5011~
tal mdms of the wheel. Ttextends verucally
to or below such radius, so that the upper

- portion of the cutter “blade and the upper por-
- tion of the periphery of the wheel converge
toward the horizontal radius of the wheel.
The splitter 0’ is curved and extends down-
ward from the lower end of the cutter-blade
and under the wheel and is slightly eccentric |

Fig. 5 is a er 0SS-.

and a screw-
threaded bolt E and nutse &’ aJle arranged to
adjust the spring toward and from a vertical
The cutter-blade b |

" Lheleto, chplOELGhlllﬂ the pellphely of the

wheel underneath the wheel. The cutter and
splitter are both mounted on the cutter and
splitter head B, which is carried by the upper
end of the S‘plll]ﬂ C. The cutter b is a knife-
blade, and its edge isrounded atits upper end,

55

as at 1, and the. cutter-head B is plowded o

with a eulved groove, as at 2, to direct the
fruit toward the wheel and. onto the cutter-
blade. The splitter ' is a strong integral
piece of steel or other suitable meta,l havma
atits mid-line a'shar p curved edge from Whlch
the sloping sides 3 3’ of the sphttel rapidly
diverge at an’ mwle to-each other of about
Seventy-I
wedge to throw the halves of the fruit apart
as soon as the pulp has been severed by the
knife.. . The edge of the splitter is pr aetwally

an e:&tensmn of the edge of the cutter-blade,

and 1t end the cutter blede are arranged in a -

vertical plane which is at right enﬁ'los to the
axis of the pitter-wheel.

4 indicates a small hopper fixed to the Lop
of the splitter and cutter head B for e,mdmﬂ
the fruit down into the rounded way 2.

- o Indicates a guide fastened to the top of
the standard 6 aud projecting into the hop-
per to assist in directing the fruitinto the top
of the hopper.

- F I indicate side boards whmh are m mmted

on the standard, and together with the spr ing

C form a chute f01 conductmﬂ the split fr mt-

into a chute G, which eonduds it into a ro-

tating separ ator H, which is provided with
holes & lar oe enouﬂh to allow the pits to drop.

through end to 1eta111 the halves of the pulp.
The separator flares from the chute G, so that

the halves of the pulp will be conducted out

at the end thereof.
-1/ indicates a shaft for turning the sepa-
aL01
Slllllllt&ll@()ll&l}? with the wheel A.
Iindicates a crank ﬁ\ed to the axle J of the

pitting-wheel A.
Kindicatesaband- wheel fixed on the axle J.
wed on the_ -

“h mdmete% a band Wheel
axle h'.

L indicates a band connectmﬂ the wheels -

K and A", so that the rotation of the axle J
drives the separator H.
The wheel-axle J and the separator-axle /)

Ve denleee to act as an effective
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are both journaled to the standard 6, and the
bolt E is pivoted to the standard by a pivot
e, which passes through the arms ¢’ of the
forkin which the bolt E terminates, and which
arms embrace the opposite sides of the stand-
ard 6.

The standard 6 and the block D are mount-

ed upon a suitable base 7, which supports the
machine and holds the same in its upright

position.

The splitter and cutter can be ad]'usted to-
war d and from the wheel by turning the nuts
e e', thus to accommodate different-size iruit.

In practical operation the erank I is turned
to rotate the wheel A downward toward the
cutter-blade and splitter, and the fruit 1s
dropped singly into the hopper 4 and falls
upon the wheel A, between the spurs or blades
a, which operate to carry the fruit against
the cutter b, which cuts the pulp as it rotates
along the blade 6, and the pit engages the
blade and forces the spring C away from the
wheel, and this allows the pit to pass onto
the splitter {', the sloping sides 3 3’ of which
press the pulp apart. When the spring C is
thrown backward away from the wheel, the
lower portion of the splitter b’ is not thrown
away from the wheel, but rather closer toit, so
that the wings or pr OJeetlons o will force the
pit to Sepmate from the fruit. The power
thus applied 1s sufficient to split the pit 1L 1t
catches on the edge of the splitter without
sliding {0 one side or the other thereot.

The cutter-head is formed of two blocks S8,
which are fastened together by bolts 9 9, and
the cutter-blade d is clamped between these
blocks. The upper end of the splitter ' is
provided with a slot 10 in line with the edge
of the splitter, and the lower end of the cut-
ter-blade 1s fitted in the slot so that the edges
of the cutter-blade and splitter are virtually
one continuous edge. 'T'he lower end of the
splitter is supported by a bracket 0", which
18 cast integral with the splitter and s fas-
tened to the blocks of the cutter-head by
serews 11.

Now, having described our invention, what
we claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 15—

1. The fruit-pitter set forth comprising the
wheel provided at intervals on its rim with
the projecting fruit-engaging wings; the ver-
tical spring fastened at its lower end; the
cutter-blade fastened to the spring and ap-
proaching the rim of the wheel from above
its horizontal radius; and the splitter fas-
tened to the spring and extending downward
from the cutter and under the wheel.

2. The fruit-pitter set forth comprising the |

wheel provided at intervals on its rim with
the projecting fruit-engaging wings; the ver-
tical spring fastened at its lower end; the

cutter-blade fastened to the spring and ap-
proaching the rim of the wheel from above
its horizontal radius; and che curved splitter
fastened to the Splmg and extending down-
ward from the cutter and under the wheel
and arranged eccentric thereto.

3. In &fl uit-pitterthe integral curved split-
ter b’ set forth having atits mid-line the sharp
curved edge and hm ing the sloping sides 2,
3" diverging from such edﬁe at an angle to

each othel of about Seventy- ve degrees.

4. The combination of the base pmwded
with the seat for the spring; the standard
mounted on the base; the spring seated 1n
the seat and extending upward therefrom;
the bolt pivoted to the standard and passed
through the spring;
hold the spring; the wheel journaled to the
standard and provided with the fruit-engag-
ing wings; the cutter and splitter-head pro-
vided with the groove and mounted on the
upper end of the spring; the cutter-blade
mounted on such head in said groove; the
splitter provided with the edge along its mid-
line and the sloping sides, and extending
from the splitter underneath the wheel; and
means for rotating the wheel.

5. The cutter-head comprising the cutter-
head blocks; the bolts clamping the blocks
together; the splitter having the slot in 1ts
upper end and the bracket fastened to the
cutter-head blocks; and the cutter-blade
clamped between the blocks and having 1ts
lower end inserted in the slot in the splitter.

6. In a fruit-pitter the combination with
the pitter-wheel provided with fruit-engag-
ing wings; of the cutter and splitter head
pr ovided with the cutter -blade rigidly fixed
thereto and with the splitter 1101dly fixed to
the head and provided with the edge arranged
to form practically an extension of the edge
of the cutter-blade and with sloping sides
which diverge at an angle to each other of
about seventy-five degrees; a spring upon
which the head is mounted arranged to press
the head toward the pitter-wheel; the hop-
per; and means for rotating the wheel sub-
stantlally as set forth.

The combination of the standard; the
pittel"-wheel provided with the radial wings;
means for rotating such wheel; the cutter
and splitter head provided with the splitter
and the cutter-blade and with the hopper and
mounted upon the spring; such spring ar-
ranged to force-the cutter-head toward the
pitter-wheel; and the guide fastened to the
standard and projecting into the hopper.

SILAS ALLMAN.
EDWIN A. INGHAM.

Witnesses:
JAMES R. TOWNSEND,
ALFRED I. TOWNSEND.
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