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To all whom it may concerm: | -
Be it known that I, AuGuUSsTUS C. BARLER,
a resident of Chicago, in-the county of Cook
and State of Illinois, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in File-Boxes

or Document-Cases; and I do hereby declare

the following to be a full, clear, and exact

description of the invention, such as will en-

able others skilled in the art to which 1t ap-
pertains to make and use the same.

Myinvention relates to an improvement in
file-boxes or document-cases; and it consists

in certain novel features of construction and

combinations of parts, which will be hereinai-

ter described, and pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 11is
a view in perspective of my improved file-

pox. Tig. 2 is a view in transverse section

L

with the boxclosed. TFig. 3 is a similar view
showing the box open. Fig. 4 is a detached
view of the rod C, and Fig. 5 is a sectional
detail of a modification. -
The case is composed of two sections A and
B, hinged together at one edge, as shown.
These sections are substantially similar, and
the short side of one is hinged to the long side

of the other, so that the opening line between

the two sections is diagomal, and when the
box or case is open one section rests on 1ts
bottom and the other on its side, said bottom
and side being in alinement with each other.

The section A is preferably provided with
a lock 1 and the other with a cateh 2, adapted
to be engaged and held by the lock when the
box or case is closed. In thisway the owner
controls access to the interior of the box or
case by means of a key, and surreptitious in-

terference with the contents is precluded.
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To still further guard against the insertion
of anything from the outside into the box be-
tween the sections, and also to exclude dust
and dirt, flanges 3 3 are provided at the ends,
they projecting from the ends of one section
and being adapted to enter just inside the
ends of the other section, and still another
overlapping flange 4 at the outer edge. |
 While the foregoing constitute a feature ot

myinvention, I would also emphasize the fol-

5O

lowing: Cisacombinedrackandholder, pref-
erably composed of wire bent, as shown at 59,
to form pintles of the hinges 6 6, which perma-

nently or removably connect the rack to the |

box or case, and the central portion 7, which
connectsthese pintlesto ogether,and whichcon-
stitutes a rack for the envelops tolean against

when the box or case is open, and which acts

as a lever against which the envelops drop
to throw the rack over in closing the box or
case, and the extreme ends 8 8 are disposed
approximately at right angles to the rack
portion, and on them the envelops 9 9 9 are
impaled, nuts 1010 being removably screwed
upon their extreme ends to retain the envel-
ops in place. These ends also serve ag con-

venient handles by which the operator may
swing the envelops into their upright posi-

tion, as occasion requires, after the box or
case has been opened, although thig same
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thing could be accomplished by properly tilt-

ing the box.
By removing the nuts an envelop can be
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removed or replaced or all can be removed

or replaced, as occasion may demand.

Any scheme for indexing or labeling may -

be used, as the possessor may desire.

~ Another thing to be observed is the fact
that the hinge which connects the sections ot
the box or case together also serves as a shoul-
der for the inner edges of the envelops to rest
or bear against, and the ends 8 8 of the wire

each projectover the side of the other section,

where they are struck by the section in clos-
ing the box or case, so thatthe envelops nor-
mally rest on edge on the side of one of the
sections with the ends 8 8 passing through
them when the box or case is open, and they
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lie flat in the other section when the box 1s

closed. -

A box of this character is most useful in

filing away and classifying valuable papers,
such as notes, letters, or newspaper-clippings,

and not only are they handy and readily ac-
cessible, but also the contents of the box are
kept secure and cannot be tampered with.

[t is evident that slight changes might be
resorted to in the form and arrangement of
the several parts described without depart-

irig from the spirit and scope oi my inven-
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tion, and hence I do not wish to limit myself '

to the exact construction herein set forth; but,

Having fully described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 18— B e
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1. The combination with a file box or case,
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of a wire or rod hinged therein and upon
which the documents or other articles to be
held in the box or case are placed, and a rack
In position to support and constitute a rest
for the documents or other articles when the
box or case is open.

2. The combination in a file-box or docu-

ment-case made in two sections, of a rod
hinged therein, said rod bent to form two bear-

ings, arack forthe support of the articles con-
tained in the box or case, and pins for the at-
tachment of the documents, substantially as
set forth.

3. The combination with a box made in sec-
tions hinged together, of a rod hinged adja-
cent to the hinge which connects the sections,
said rod bent to constitute two bearings, a
rack and ends on which the documents are
held, and removable devices on said ends for
retaining the documents in place thereon,
substantially as set forth.

4. The combination with a box or case com-

567,633

prising two sections hinged together, of a rod
hinged to one of the sections at a point adja-
cent to the other section, of file papers or
envelops strung on the ends of said rod, sub-
stantially as set forth.

9. The combination with a box or case com-

prising two sections hinged together, of a rod
hinged to one section at a point adjacent to
the hinge which connects the sections together

and adapted to project into the other section,
file papers or envelops strung on the rod,
the hinge which connects the sections to-
gether adapted to act as a shoulder or abut-
ment for the file papers or envelops, sub-
stantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of two subsecrib-
Ing witnesses.

AUGUSTUS C. BARLER.
Witnesses:

C. S. DRURY,
GEO. F. DOWNING.
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