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To all whomy it maly concermn:

Beitknownthatl, JOHN KURTZ, a citizen of
the United States, residing at South Lethle-
hem, in the county of Northampton and State
of Pennsylvania, have invented a new and
useful Roofing-Tongs, of which the following
is a specification.

The invention relates to improvements in
roofing-tongs.

The object of the present invention 1is to
improve the construction of roofing-tongs for
seaming tin roofs and to provide a simple
and inexpensive tool adapted to be readily
handled and capable of being locked in en-
gagement with a seat to relieve the operator
of strain. |

The invention consists in the construction
and novel combination and arrangement of
parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated
in the acecompanying drawings, and pointed
out in the claims hereto appended.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a pair of roofing-tongs construected
in accordance with this invention. Iig. 2 18
a transverse sectional view of the jaws, ilius-
trating the manuner of connecting the same
with the pivoted members or bars of the tongs.
Fig. 3 is a detail perspective view of one of the
Jaws.
lever.

Like numerals of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures of the draw-
ings. |

1 and 2 designate pivoted members or bars
of a pair of tongs, having curved arms o, ex-

tending downward or outward beyond the |
pivot 4 and having their inner 6r upper por- |

tions spread and terminating in handles 5.
The bars or members are flatfened and per-
forated intermediate of their ends to receive
the pivot 4, and the bar or member 2 is bi-

furcated at that point and receives the per- !

forated portion of the other member or bar.
Between the arms 3 are located a pair of

seam-engaging jaws 6, composed of flat bars

and having their lower engaging edges bev-
eled, and they are yieldingly connected with
the arms 3 by crossed bowed springs 7 and 3,
disposed longitudinally and transversely of
the jaws and located on the outer faces there-
of. Thelongitudinally-disposedspring1is pro- |

Fig. 4 is asimilar view of the locking-

vided at its ends with slots 9, receiving fas-
tening devices 10 for securing the spring to
the jaw. The transversely-disposed spring
has its ends loosely bearing against the ex-
terior of the jaw, and both springs are cen-
trally secured to the adjacent arm 9.

The member or bar 2 of the tongs has ful-
crumed on it an approximately J-shaped le-
ver 11, having its body portion located atthe
outer side of the member or bar, adjacent 1o
the handle thereof,and provided with a curved
end 12, located between the upper poriions
of the members or bars of the tongs and form-
ing a tooth or dog and arranged to engage a
series of shouldered teeth 13, located at the
inner side of the other member or bar and
forming a ratchet. The curved end or tooth

9 is held in engagement with the teeth 13 of
the bar or member 1 by a spring 16, inter-
posed between the bar or member 2 and the
handle of thelever 11. -The lower end of the
spring is secured to the outer face of the bar
or member 2, as clearly shown in Fig. 1 of
the accompanying drawings, and the upper
or free end of the springs 16 Dbears against
the inner concave face of the handle portion
of the lever 11 and is adapted to slide freely
thereon. |

When the upper portions of the members
of the tongs are spread to cause the yleld-
ingly-mounted jaws to engage a seam, the le-
ver 11, which is located adjacent to one of the
handles, is adapted to be compressed against
the same or in the direction thereof to cause
the tooth or dog 12 to engage the rack 19,
whereby the jaws are locked in their engage-
ment with the seam. The handle of the le-
ver is located in convenient position, so that
the operator with one hand may grasp the
locking-lever and the adjacent handle of the
tongs. The lower portion of the locking-le-
ver is laterally offset, and is perforated to re-
ceive the pivot or fulecrum 14, and extends
across one face of the member 2, while the
engaging end or dog 12 and the handle por-
tion of the lever lie approximately in the same
plane as the members of the prongs. The
vieldingly-mounted jaws are supported and
ogunided in their movements by curved arms
15, extending laterally from one of the jaws
and passing through the perforations of the
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... other jaws and provided at their outer ter- | bers, a lockmﬂ-levm fulecrumed intermediate

. minals with heads to prevent & tot&l Sep"bla—i of its ends on the other pivoted member, hav-

R stlon of the Jaws SRR ;111@ 1ts upper portmn auanﬂ'ed a,t the mlte; SERER

5 fcomparatlvely mexpenswe m eonstructmn i; '_ha,ndle; thereof in convement p051L1011 to be ; :
| L . that they are easily handled, and that means; grasped by theoperatt)r in grasping the han-
.. areprovided for locking: the jaws in engage-. dle of such pivoted member, the lower orin- = -

S ment with a seam to rehev’e the 0perator | ner portion of the lockin cr-lever extending be-
S Chanﬂ‘es in the form, pmpartwn and: the{ - tween the pwoted members and engaging the 45

. 10 minor detmls of construction may be resorted | ratchet, and a spring interposed: betw’een the -+

o to without departing from the principle or | outer portion of the locking-lever and the ad-
. sacrificing any of the advantages of this in- | jacent pivoted member to maintain the lock-
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.15 1. In aroofing device, the GO]]lblH&thIl of | 3. In roofing-tongs, the combination of two =

FEERE RN F R F RO :two members pwoted mtel medl&te of theu members pwoted mtelmedla‘ue of the11 ends S

S :;:-z:w.:f:::;.::;mtelmedlateof1tsendsonthe othel membel_ E.'iscrlbed

o extending along the same at the outer side | 4. In 1ooﬁnﬂ-tongs the cembmatlen of two RRRES

. ; R e theleof .-;md h&v:mw, at 1’53 outea_ end a han-k membels pwoted mtermedmte of Lhen end'b- L

RN ENEE R NNNEESRERY 1. ;pmtwn of sueh membel .;md adapted to be:;ofthemembels andthemossedbowedspnmsr .

e grasped by the operator in grasping the lat- | interposed between themembers andthe jaws

SRR R zter- the lowel end of the loekm ﬂ*-lwer being K: and centmlly secul ed to the former and ha,v-= SRR
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. two members pwoted intermediate of their | the presence: of two Wltnesses """ SEEES 5
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~ handles, jaws arranged at the lower ends of | W’1tnesses R A :_:  ?;5 
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